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AZIMUHUCTPATUBHO-TEPPUTOPUATBHOE [IENIeHNE POCCUM XMPEET, PErVOHBI 1
ropofja Ha4MHatoT XOTETb YEM-TO ObITb 1 MPOOYIOT BbIp@XATh CE0H — MoKa
MbI4aHyem. Ho no4emy e camoonpeseneHine Ha MecTax noxXoxe passe 4Yto

Ha Mbl4aHne?

[To MoeMy BIl€YaTIeHUIO, TEPPUTOPUN
CaMOOIIPE/IEIAIOTCS. B CaMbIX IIPOCTBIX
cXeMaX U COBEPIIEHHO He BUAST Heol-
XOAMMOCTH 7151 ce0si B KAKMX-TO MHTEJI-
JIEKTyaJIbHO CJOXKHBIX Pecypcax, Kak To:
UCTOPUM, Cepbe3HOil reorpadum u T.[.
XoTs OHM-TO B IIEPBYIO Oouyepe/ib MOTYT
IIOMOYDb TOpOJiaM TIOHATh U YBUETD Ca-
MHX ce0s1 B HCTOPHYECKOIl IepCrieKTuBe
U IPOCTpaHCTBe. 3HAHUSA, KOTOPbIE yikKe
ecTb, He paboTalT Ha Hacrosiiee u Oy-
Jyliee Topojia, OHHI BCETO JIMIIb YIIaKo-
BaHbl B BUTPUHBI KPaeBeJUeCKUX My3e-

TpU3Ma NPHUBOAUT K TOMY, 4YTO IIPU Ca-
MOOTIpe/IeJIEHIH KaKAasi TOYKA CTPAHBI
MeuTaeT cebd HasBaTb — YTO Ha3BaTh:
6bITh! — BTOpOW WU TpETbell CTOJIN-
ueif. Bor Pocros-nHa-/loHy Ha3sbIBaeT
ce6s1 «cepMoit croamieii» (Poccun) xak
LEHTP OJHOTO U3 ceMn ¢eaepasbHbIX
OKPYTOB, y HUX €CTb TaKkas razera. 'opox
Bosoroe ce6st Ha3biBaeT TOXKE BTOPOIi
crommueit Poccnn, TOCKOIbKY OH HaXo-
nutcs Mexxay Mocksoit u [Tetep6yprom.
MdakTUYeCcKy XKe 10 THITY CaMOOTIpe/ieie-
HUS HAllla CTPAHA SIBJISIETCS TI06IbHOM

BJ'I&,[I,I/IMI/Ip KaraHckwii, €B, 110 N1a6JIOnY . nepudepueii, 1 MockBa He UCKJIIOUEHNE
rearpad, MeTogonor, W ycuemHocTb omnpejessercss MeXa- B 9TOI KapThHe.

NYTELUECTBEHHMK, HUYECKN — KOJIMYECTBEHHLIMHU II0Ka3a-
r. Mockea, TEJISIMH POCTA U TOYEMY-TO CTENEHbBIO
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Russia does not

Vladimir Kagansky (1954 L o . . :
Geographer mvge,,ml?;ﬁmw) As administrative organization of Russian land gets sick, regions and

Moscow municipalities engage insearch ofidentity. Any identity, any self-representation

kagansk

/w@mail.ru

t least by mooing. But why local self-identification is so similar to mere

mooing?

My impression is that the territories and
localities apply only the easiest schemes for
self-identification available for them. In
the matter of fact they do not feel necessity
in any means implying intellectual
completeness, such as serious professional
history, geography etc. Even if this
means is the most effective tool in search
for territorial and historical orientation.
The existing knowledge is packed into
standardized showcases of local museums
and does not work for town’s future and
present.

‘Success” and prestige are measured by
mechanical, quantitative characteristics,
among which ‘growth’ and ‘centrality’
(that’s quite a strange criteria, as it is)

are considered as the most important. The
phantom of ‘centrality’ drives every locality
in the country to strive to name itself a
‘capital’ of whatever. Be it the second or
the third capital... Moreover, they do not
simply name themselves ‘capitals’ they
try ‘to become’ capitals. Rostov-on-Don
calls itself ‘the Seventh capital of Russia’,
for it is the center of Federal District (one
of seven), there is a newspaper with such
title. Next, Bologoe as well proclaims itself
the second capital of the country, for it is
exactly in the middle between Moscow and
St.Petersburg.

We should agree that our country is
a global periphery by the type of its self
identification. Moscow is not an exception.

>



It is a noticeable feature of such peripheral
self-identification that the localities have
almost zero interest to each other. On the
level of semantics, the country is even
more split than on the levels of economics
or transport connections. Going out of
the capital, to any direction, displays it
unconditionally. Recently, T spent some
time on the middle Khoper (by the way,
the river is longer that the Thames or
the Seine, although nobody in Russia
knows about the river). There are three
towns: Novokhopersk (it was very small
century ago), small Borisoglebsk and
Balashov. Before Revolution the river
connected them. Today a comparably good
road communicates them. But the real
connections... To give an example, there
are two pedagogical institutes, almost
identical. At the same time, the towns are
only in 300 km from Voronezh, and 250
from Saratov, where pedagogical colleges
are more fundamental. Thus we see crucial
lack of cooperation in professional training
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as well as systematical communication in
development of local education, but it is
just a sample. The towns do not need each
other. This is an extremely archaic manner
of self-identification. In the whole country
we see the same picture!.

I do not even try to talk about
developmental perspectives here. In reality,
we have an archipelago of detached cities
and towns, without any communication
besides poor roads between them. This
separation seriously constrains traveling.
Not in terms of comfort. For example,
while travelling, T often cannot get a bus
schedule for a neighbour town. Internet
does not do a great favor in it: if you ever

"' Of course, contrary cases are there as well...
For example, if you make Internet search for
‘Koulebaki Vyksa'Navashino’ -there places are on
the left side of the Oka river; adding ‘Murom’,
whichis a town on right side of the same river but in
another administrative region, you get 5 thousands
documents embedding these words together. In the
same moment you understand that these localities,
belonging to different administrative regions are
nevertheless closely coupled. This is note worthy;
there we should expect to find another life-world.

get a schedule by Internet, you never may
be sure whether it is updated. It would be
easier to find intercity bus schedule for any
European city.

You may compare a typical web site of
the Russian town with web site of, say, a
provincial French town. As geographer
and methodologist I argue that the former
would not be able to face any scrutiny.
Even official web sites of prosperous cities
and regions are below any criticism. The
most rich site has Republic Sakha, but it is
as incredibly bad exactly like hundreds of
other sites. You have full regional statistics
there, diamonds are shining, surfing is pure
pleasure, but simultaneously you can find
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neither a qualified geographical description
of the Republic nor even explanation
of towns’ geographical position. There
was nobody able to do it! However, such
description is not a trifle.

The lack of understanding of importance
of clear and precise self-representation is a
feature of deaf and blind communication
that critically displays the quality of local
management in general. A person who
creates the site of his or her town must be
aware that he or she is the first one who
invents global image of his or her locality —
town or village. By his or her efforts, the
locality receives public representation in the
global scale. This is an impressive cultural
novelty, thus the person’s responsibility
is very high, too. Consequently, if such
comparably easy and costless job cannot
be done properly, the manager — a
municipal or regional official — does not
understand the importance of city image
in contemporary world. Thus the official is
not competent. Or, if she or he understands
it, but cannot examine the competence of

CcTpaHa ceMaHTHYecKHu erre Oojiee Gec-
CBSI3HA, HEKEJIW TPAHCIIOPTHO WU 9KO-
HoMmuecku. VI 1 Toro, 4ToObl IIOHATH
9TO, JIOCTATOYHO BbBIEXATh 3a IMPEJIEJb
«CToJmI — B /M06yio ctopory. HemaBHo
s1 ObLJT HA CPEJIHEM TeYeHUN PeKn XOTép
(0 KoTOpOIl He 3HAET HU OJWH JKUTEJb
Poccun — a Befib peka-To JJIMHHEE, YeM
Temsa nwnn CeHa, MeXIy HPOYUM..) U
orMeTisl Tpu ropoja: HoBOXOMEPCK u
une6osbiine Bopucorie6ck 1 bBamarios.
Kakumu oHU ObLIA COCEASIMU /IO PEBO-
JIOLMKA — ceifuac HeM3BECTHO, HO OdYe-
BU/IHO OBLITN — WX CBSI3bIBAJIA PEKA.

Yo ke ceituac o6pariaer Ha ce6st BHH-
Mmanue? J[opora xopoiiasi, a BOT CBSI3M...
Tam, HanpuMep, eCTb /[Ba NeJUHCTUTYTA,
KOTOPbIE TTOYTH MOJHOCTBIO 1yOIUPYIOT
apyr apyra. IIpu atom 300 kusomerpon
ot Boponexa, 250 — or CaparoBa, T/1e
ecTb O6oJiee cepbe3Hble AHAJOTHYHBIE
By3bl. OTCYTCTBUE SICHOI KOOTIEpAINH 1
CUCTEMBI B PEIIeHNN TIPOGJIEMbI MOAr0-
TOBKH KaJ[POB — JIMIITb YaCTHBIH CIydail

NEHCWOHEPO!

person employed to do the job or employed
to employ that person, the following
conclusion is the same: the official does not
match. If official does not realize that image
is a crucial resource, or cannot examine a
person, this is not the person for the job.

One should know a lot to be able
to perform a quick evaluation of the
geographical quality of a web site. One
should have at his disposal a rich set of
interpretative schemes along with hundreds
of cases for comparison. One should also
be able to estimate local development
programs. Geographical knowledge also
helps to expertise public opinion polls nets.
Nobody cares that these nets are defective,
without any exception?.

Yet, there is no demand for such expertise
in the country, neither for geographical nor

2 No sociological edition agreed to publish my

minor article about it. Sociologist S. Belanovsky
came to the same conclusion that all sampling
methods imply displacing. He even suggested
public expertise of the very procedure of public
polls. However, it was a voice crying in the
wilderness.

OJTHOW CTPAHHOW KAPTHHBI: 3TH TOPOJA
IPYT [IPYTY He HY KHBI U He WHTEPECHBI,
OHU TIOHUMAIOT ce0sT HA CaMOM IepPBO-
6biTHOM ypoBHe. Cutyaius eauHas JJist
Bceil cTpanbl!.

A naske 3/1eCh He TOBOPIO TIPO TIEPCIEK-
TUBBI Pa3BUTHUS. ApXHIIeJar ropojoB U
rOPOJIKOB, He CBSI3AHHBIX HUYEM, KpoMe
JIyPHBIX JIOPOT, NPEJCTABJSET GOJIBIIYIO
TPYAHOCTb Jaxke s myTerrecTBusi. U
He o KoMQopTe NepeIBUKEHUST PeUb.
Yike miaHupys HOe3Ky, S 4acTo CTajl-
KHBAIOCh C T€M, YTO COBEPILIEHHO HEBO3-
MOKHO y3HATh paciicaHie aBTo0ycoB B
coceTHEM Topo/ie: Jlake eCcJii Ha KaKOM-

! BpoueM, 6bIBatoT 1 UCKJI0YeHst. Ec/m Bbl Ha-
Gepere B 1101cKoBOiI cTpoxe Vnreprera « Kye6akn
Boikca Hasammmos — sto Hmxeropojckast 06-
smacTb, npaseiii 6eper Okn — u 3ateM Jo6aBuTe
«Mypom» — ato sieBbiit 6eper Oku, Bragnmupcekast
06J1aCTh, — TO BBI TIOJTyYNUTE CPA3y MSTDH THICAY JI0-
KYMEHTOB, T/le 9TH CJIOBa BCTPEYAIOTCSI BMeCTe.
CoBepIIeHHO O4Y€BU/IHO, YTO 9TA TEPPUTOPHS, He-
B3Upasi HA NPHHA/VIEXKHOCTb PA3JIMIHBIM /IMIHI-
CTPATUBHBIM OGPA30BAHUSIM, TIPOMINTA SKHUBBIMU
CBSI3IMH, U 3HAYHUT, TaM COBCEM HHOIT MUP.

for any other. People are satisfied by the
easiest decision, falling under governance
of old ideas, which have been exhausted
already in the Soviet time. They use old
decision making programmes in every area,
be it migration problem or management of
city transport streams, or self-determination
and city development strategies.

Turning back to the example of small
French towns’ web sites, we should state
that they are better not because French
geography is better than ours. But their
municipal managers understand that the
representation of their town or even village
is an important and professional job®.

Local specificity-oriented self-
determination is grounded in self
understanding as a ‘unique’ part of the
world. This kind of self-determination
implies that one should highlight the
specificity of the place its exclusive
features that may be found only here and

* While, for comparison, our local news are

nothing more but copying of bigger localities by
smaller ones!
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TO TOPOJICKOM caiiTe BBI U HalizieTe Takoe
pacmucanne, OHO, CKOpee BCeTo, OKaKeT-
csI He JIefCTBYIONIM — KaKOTo IISITH-

JIETHEro cpoka jiaBHoctu. IIpore y3narb
pacrmcaHnue JBUXKEeHUsT TPAHCIIOPTA JII0-
60r0 eBpOTIENCKOTO TOPO/Ia.

3aiiure Ha caidT JIO6Or0 ropoga BO
¢paHIy3CcKOil TPOBUHIN 1 CPABHUTE €TO
C THIOBBIM CalfTOM POCCHIICKOTO TOPOJA.
Ha B3rsisig reorpada n MeTojosora, Hu-
KaKOll KPUTHKHU He BBIIEPXKUBAIOT JaxKe
oduIasbHble CAUTHI 6IArOOJNYYHBIX TO-
ponos u peruonoB. CaMblii 6orarblii cailT
TaKO Ke yOOTrHii, KaK U COTHU JIPYTUX — y
Pecry6smikn Caxa. Bcee cipaBounble JaH-
Hble GbIOT (DOHTAHOM, AlMa3bl CBEPKAIOT,
BCe 3aMedaTeIbHO, HO BOT ONNCATh Teorpa-
duro fAxyTuu, MecromnosoxeHHe ropoja
HHUKTO HE MOKeT. A 3TO He MeJIOYb.

Henonumanue He06X0AMMOCTH TOYHO U
SICHO TIPE/ICTABJISATH ce0s1 BOBHE TOBOPUT O
TJTyXOH ¥ CJIeNoil KOMMYHUKAITIH MecTa 1
cepbe3Ho XapaKTepu3yeT KauyecTBO YIIPaB-

JIEHHSI MECTOM B IieJIoM. YeoBeka, KOTO-
pbIif fesaeT caiiT cBOero ropoia, JOLKHO
WHTEPECOBaTh, YTO OH BIEPBbIE CO3/AET
006pa3 CBOEro Topojia MU CBOEil JepeBHI
JTOCTYTIHBIM [IJISI MUPA, TIPEICTABJISIET CBOE
MecTo Ty6JINYHO, JleslaeT KyJIbTYPHYIO
HOBAIIMIO, BOT KaKasl OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha
HeM JsiesknT. [losydaercs, uTo ecam takast
CPaBHUTEJIBHO MPOCTAsT U JietieBast paGo-
Ta He MOXKET ObITh BBINOJHEHA C YMOM U
J000BBIO, TO 3TO O3HAYAET, YTO 3aKa3-
YUK — MECTHas BJIACTb — He IIOHUMAEeT
3HAYeHUs] UMUKA TOpoJa WJIM PErnoHa
ceituac. JIn6o oH TIOHUMAET, HO HE MOYKET
OTIpe/IeJINTh YPOBEHDb KBATM(UKAIIN Ye-
JIOBEKa, C KOTOPBIM paboTaeT, WM TeX,
KOMy TIOpy4YaeT HAHSATb 9TOTO YeJIOBEKa.
Ecii yMHOBHUKY HE TIOHUMAIOT, YTO 3HA-
YaT MMU/KEBble PeCypcChbl, 3HAYHUT, OHU
MPOHETIPUTOIHBI.

ZIJIH TOTO YTOOBI 6bICTpO OIIEHUTDb I'€O-
I'pa(bH‘IeCKOG KadyecTBO CaIU'IT.?L, Ha/J10 [10-
BOJIbBHO MHOTO 3HATb U YMETb. B uacrnO-
CTH, HYXKHO HMETb HECKOJIbKO [IECATKOB
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1. be3 HaspaHws. Poto AnekcaHpa IpoHCKoro.
2. ConHeyHast, 17. ®oTo Haaex bl [opoaeLkoit.

1. Without name. Photographer by Alexander Gronsky.
2.17, Solnechnaya. Photograph by Nadya Gorodetskaya
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®oro Jluzbl ®aktop/ Photograph by Liza Fakior

CXeM WHTepIpeTalnuyl U Jep>XaTb B TOJIO-
Be COTHHM MeCT /Isi cpaBHeHus. V1 coot-
BETCTBEHHO, MOXXHO OIIEHUBATh KauyecTBO
IIPOEKTOB  PErMOHAJILHOTO  PA3BUTHS.
Teorpadmyeckne 3HAHMS TaKKe MO3BOJIS-
10T OBICTPO JieJIaTh SKCIIEPTU3Y CETH OIPO-
cOB 001IIeCTBEHHOT0 MHEHYS. Bcee a1 cetn
IJIOX Y€, BBIOOPKU CMEIIeHHbBIE, HO 3TO HU-
KOTO He BOJIHYeT?.,

Boo6iie ke, cmpoca Ha TaKylO 9K-
criepTudy, reorpaduyeckyo uian Jooyio
JIPYTyIo, B CTpaHe TpocTo HeT. Ilotomy
YTO JIIOAN Y/IOBJETBOPSIIOTCS KAKUMU-TO
HPOCTBIMH PEIIEHNSIMY, U TOT/[A UMK Ha-
YUHAIOT PYKOBOJNUTD CTapble, Y3Ke B COBET-
CKOe BpeMsI BbIpaGOTaBIINe CBOH pecypc
CXeMBbI TIPUHATHS pellleHui: oT mpolieM
MUTPAINH JH, PA3TPY3KU JI TOPOJOB OT
TPAHCIIOPTHBIX TOTOKOB /10 TPOGIEM ca-

2 1 KpollleYHyI0 3aMETKy Ha 3Ty TeMy He CMOor
oryGJIMKOBATh HI B OJ[HOM COIMOJIOTMYECKOM H3-
narun. Conmosor C. A. BeaHoBCKUil TIPeITOKUIT
IIPOBECTH OOIIECTBEHHDII Ay INT CaMOil IPOIe/ 1y Pbl
OGIIECTBEHHBIX OMPOCOB. ITO GBI TJIaC BOIHUIOIIE-
TO B IIyCTBIHE.

MOoIpeeJIeHuA W CO3JaHuA CTpaTeI‘I/Iﬁ
POCTa 1 pa3BUTHA TOPOJIOB.

Bosspaiasich k mpumepy bpaHirys-
CKHUX TOPOJCKUX CAWTOB, KOHCTATHPYeEM:
He Teorpacdusi Bo MDpaHIMU NOCTaBIeHA
HaMHOro JiydIne, 4eM y Hac. IIpocto aro
pe3yJIbTaT MOHUMAHKsS TOTO, YTO OIHCa-
HIe ¥ [IPeJICTaBJIeHIe CBOETO TOPOJa UIIH
HOCENIEHUsT — BaKHASI M TPO(ECCHOHATD-
Hast pabora’.

Kpaesequeckoe camoornpenenenue —
3TO IIOHUMaHMe ceOs1 KaKk «0Cco00i1 yacTu»,
JOGOBHOE AKIIEHTUPOBAHUE  CIIETMPUKI
CBOEro MecTa, CBOEro Kpasi — TOro, 4To
MIPUCYIIE TOJBKO €My U BasKHO Bceii cTpa-
He. ITO «0co60e» MOKHO Pas3JIMuNTh, 3a-
(puKCcHpoOBaTh B HEKOEM OPU30HTE, JIUIIb
BbIii/I1 B GoJiee MIMPOKKUE KOHTEKCTBI TO-
PO/ICKOI1 *KI3HU.

3 A u3 yero Y Hac COCTOAT HOBOCTHbBIE CBOJAKHN — >

TO K€ KOIMMMPOBaHNE MAJIbIMU MeCTaMu 6obIx!
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[l MeHSl TOHSITHE <KU3Hb» WMEET
MHOTO CTYIIEHeil MOJTHOIEHHOCTH, HaBep-
HOe, KaK ¥ JIJIs1 JII000TO YeJIoBeKa; 3To Bee
nosmMaciitabuo. IlosHOLEHHAas KU3HD
[peinoiaraeT 3HaHUe TOro, YTO TIPOMCX0-
JIT BOKPYT TeOsI, U ONPE/Ie/IeHHYI0 Mepy
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO IIPOCTPAHCTBO,
B KOTOPOM TbI JKWMBeIIb. Bo BcskoM cury-
Yae, B Hallell KyJbType W B Hallel I[IBH-
su3anun’. B TO ke myTelecTBre MO peke
Xonép s GeceloBaJ CO BCTPETUBIIMMCS
MHe B oKpecTHOCTsIX Bopucorsie6eka Jec-
HUKOM. MBI TOBOPU/IN O TOM, KaK IOTH-
6al0T JIECOIIOJIOCHI U YTO 3TO ITIOBJIEYET 3a
€000ii bUIbHbIE OYPU. A 3HAYHUT, HA CEJIb-
CKOM XO034CTBE B 9TOI MECTHOCTH MOXKHO
Oyzer craBuTh Kpect. S ero cripocui: <1
YTO 3Ke, 4epes3 CTo JieT He Gyner ay0oB?»
W B orBer ycabimnan: <A passe Bac sto
BosiHyeT»? HopManbHOro uesnoBeka 3To,
HECOMHEHHO, BOJIHyeT!

4 Xotst 02iMH MOii IPYT I0HOCTH MMest B BUJLY TJIy-
GOKYIO apXam4HOCTb BCEX COLHAIBHBIX CTPYKTYP
TOBOPHLI, YTO MBI ’KUBEM B «€BPOBABHJIOHCKOI 1111~
BIUIM3AIII», — B 3TOM YTO-TO €CTb.

TocymapcerBo yxomur u3 Tex cdep,
rae Her goxoza. OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a
TO, YTO HPOUCXOAUT C MECTOM, ST TIOUTH
He BIKy. U HekenaHue 3HATh O TPOUC-
XOJISIIIIEM — 3TO MPOsIBJIEHHE BCe TOI ke
6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTH.

TyT BasKHO 3aMETHTD, YTO TO TJTyGOKOE
He)KeJIaHne 3HATh PAaBHOMEPHO pacripe/ie-
JISIETCS TIO COITATbHOM JlecTHHIlE. Tak xe,
KaK ¥ JKeJIaHIe 3HATh, TO €CTh OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb. ¥ Jiofieii, >KUBYIINX cO0POM Oy TbI-
JIOK, sT MOTY HabJIoath TaKylo JKe Mepy
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, B MEPY HX TOPU3O0HTA,
KaK M y TaK Ha3bIBAeMBIX OJIUTapxoB. Vin
y JINJIEPOB MTPECTYITHBIX TPYTITHPOBOK’.

B nameit CTpaH€ HET CIIpOCa Ha IIyTelie-
CTBUI 110 OTEYECTBY, Ha XOpPOIINE TEKCTDI O

5> Bot nona/iaenib B HEKHil MaJIleHbKHII TOPOJIOK B
jasbreM I10/IMOCKOBbBE, 1 Cpa3dy BU/IHO, YTO TIOIAJT
B 0/IHY U3 HapKocToJmil Poccun. MecTHast aiMUHI-
CTPAIMST MAJIO YTO MOXKET C THM TOJeNaTh U yTe-
1IIAETCS TEeM, YTO CMOTJIA JIOTOBOPUTHCSI C HAPKOMA-
gneﬁ: MECTHBIM JIETSIM HAPKOTHKH He [POJIaBaTh!

TO TpaBmiIo cobumozaercst abeomorHo. Ho xots
ObI TaKOe IPOSIBJIEHIE OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 MECTO,
MyCTh Ha IIepPBOM aTare!
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MY TEIIECTBUSX U OCMBIC/IEHUE UX Pe3yJIb-
TatoB. HexoTopble ke BEIM MOCTUTAIOTCS
UCKJIIOYUTETLHO B TEXHUKE Ty TEIIeCTBUSI.
Crpana ne xouer cama ce6s 3uatb! Ona
TIOKA He HY’K/IAeTCsT B HAJIOKEHNN KaKOii-
TO MHTEJJIEKTYTbHON (HOPMBI HA JI€TaIb-
HBIi1 TOTOK CAMOCO3HAHHSI JIFOGOTO MeCTa.

[oNHOLIBHHAS XM3Hb NPEANoNaragT 3HaHe TOro, YTO MPOUCXOAWT BOKPYT Tebs,
W ONPEIeneHHY0 Mepy OTBETCTBEHHOCTIA 33 TO MPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM Thi XVBELLb.

True life of full value presupposes certain level of responsibility,

including responsibility for your environment and awareness of it.

are essential for the whole country. This
‘uniqueness’ should be recognized and fixed
in broader horizons of city life.

The very notion of word ‘life’ has
many levels of values and virtues for
me. As for other humans, T guess. There
are different levels in ‘life’. True life of
full value presupposes certain level of
responsibility, including responsibility
for your environment and awareness of it.
At least, it must be true of a person of our
culture and our civilization?. Nonetheless,
imagine: once T met a forester on the side
of the Khoper, not far from the same
Borisoglebsk. We had a short talk about
how forest belts near Borisoglebsk
disappear. Just when they disappear, the
local agriculture should unavoidably follow
it, because of dust storms... When I asked
him: ‘so, there would be no oaks here in one

4 Although a friend of mine used to say that we
lived in ‘Eurobabylonian civilization’, implying
deeply archaic character of all the social structure
— tlllere was something in it.

hundred years?’ he responded — ‘does it
trouble you?’ You know, it certainly must
trouble any reasonable man!

Ttisafact that the state releases the space,
because the state minimizes its presence in
the spheres, which do not profit. T almost
nowhere can recognize such responsibility.
Andthe lack of such responsibility manifests
itself in this unwillingness to know.

To the point we should admit that this
deep ‘unwillingness to know’ distributed
in the social structure almost equally.
Exactly as ‘willingness to know’, which
is responsibility. Panhandlers sometimes
may display the same responsibility for
their environment, as so called ‘oligarchs’
for theirs. Gang leaders and criminals may
have it as well°.

>There is a small town on the merge of Moscow
region. Just at the moment of arrival there,
you realize that you have got to one of Russian
drug capitals. They have a local agreement
there: no drugs for local children! Nobody may
even consider violation of the agreement, it is
absolute. Why should not we consider it a sign
of responsibility for the local environment, or at
least the first step of it?

The country does not have need for
travels. There are questions that might
be answered exclusively by travels.
Unfortunately, the country still does not
want to know itself and does not ask for
intellectual frameworks to organize the
stream of local self-consciousness and self-
identification.

Prepared and translated by Mikhail Nemtsev.
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