Anexcandp [puneeckuii

Apruiu

Tlogecmb
Yacrsp 1. Tyna...
Jlenv nepeaulii
— 3HaYuT, Tak... ITO HE TO MECTO, HE Ta peyKa 1 BOOOILIE BCe HE TO... — AHJIpeil, CTOsI

Ha KOJIEHSIX, OTOrpeBajl HajJ KOCTpOM 3amep3aliine pyku. — M s He MpencTapisiio, Tie Mbl
HaxoauMcsl.

IlepBbiM cpearupoBan Kosbka, pbIBKOM caepruBasi KaIliOIIOH 3HUedaTuTKu
C HaKOPOTKO CTPUKEHHOI T'OJIOBBI:

— Hu xpeHa cebe! Kak 310 He To MecTo?!

— Kong, cron! ITomomun!

Konbka He Mor octaHoBMTbcs. Bckouwn, Blienmwics B BOPOT CBUTepa, OTTSTMBAas,
CJIOBHO TOT ero ayiui. HeBbICOKMiA, KPSKUCTBINM, OH MPUILISCHIBAT OT BO30YKIEHMUSI:

— bnuH, caioxHeM Benb 3mech!

— TMomoxxan maHuKoBaTh! — AHIpeil ycTajo MpoBes JiafoHblo 1o juiy. — HepBom
HUYero He nornpasuillb. CIydumIoch TO, YTO YK€ CIYIMIOCh.

Butanuk — BaTHUK HapacHalliky, >XUBOT BBITTMPAET, CUHSIS LIATTOYKa C [IOMITOHOM e/1Ba
JIep>KUTCST Ha 3aThIJIKe — MPUHSUICS He CIiellla MOIKIabBaTh BETOUKM Ha YIJIU.

— Konbka, gait AHaproxe o0bsicHUTh. He mepeGuBaii.

— Bro Mo BuHa, — ckaszaa AHapeil. — Hy u creueHue obcrosrenbeTs... [lomHuTe,
korga Jetenn? OpPOHT Trpo30BOil 3TOT... MeHs KOMaHAup cIpocui: «JleTum win
rnmoBopauynBacM?» A g oTKyna 3Hatw? Sl eMy Tak U cKasajql — BaM pellaTb. BoT u monerenu.
A TaM BUMIMMOCTb HyJeBas... TOJBKO ONWH pa3 BHU3Y KaKas-TO BoJa MeJbKHYJA.
Kak onpenenuiibes? Jla elie v MUIOT yBEpSET — TO MECTO, TO... MOJI, OH yKe caauics 31eCh.
MHe GBI cpady coobpa3uTh, Kak Mpu3eMInInuch. [1o kKapTe TOJIKHBI OBITh 6OJIOTO U JIECOK,
a He 9TOT KaMeHb nonbanbiiil! He coobpasun. TymaH...

AHnpeil 3amosyal.

— Korna noHsui-to?

— Buepa Beuepom. TIpocto He Mor mist cebsi cchopMyTUpoBaTh, a MOXET, TTOBEPUTD
He XOTesl. A YTPOM CTajlo OKOHYATEJIbHO SICHO.
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Konpka ¢ pazBopoTa MHYJI KaMeHb, TTOJIBEPHYBILIUICS TIOA HOTY.

— Bpen kakoii-to! Hy u uto aenarb Oynem?

— S oGo1ren o3epo. JIBa pyubst BTeKalOT, OMUH BRITeKaeT. DTo IaHc. Eciu ciycTuThest
IO HeMy BHU3 — JIMOO K peKe BBIWAEM, JTUOO OH caM IIPEeBPATHUTCS B PEUKY.

— Bonboit pyyeii-to? — crpocun Butanuk.

— TMonmeTrpa MIMPUHOI.

— To ectb Ha JoaKe He TipoiineM? — yTouHWT Buranuk.

— Kakas noaka! §I xx roBopro, BopoOeii BOpoJI nepeier.

— Jla-a-a, monaganoBo! Hy u kak Tereps? — pasapaxkeHHo cripocui Konbka.

— MaBaiiTe BMecTe AyMaTh. Y Hac nBa BapuaHTa. [IepBBIii — He IBUTaeMCsI C MecTa.
CunuMm 3mech OBamaTh gHeil. OT Hac HeT BecTell. B jydiniem cirydae poaHbIe BCTpeBOXaTCs
Y OPTraHM3YIOT MoMCcK. Bompoc — Korga oHu BeTpeBoxarcs? M Bce paBHO MCKaTh-TO Hac
OynyT Ha BoHre 1 HaYHyT, HaBepHOe, ¢ HU30BbA. K 0YeHb GONBIIOI BOIPOC — BCTIOMHUT
JIM KTO M3 JIETIUKOB, Kylla Hac BeIOpackiBasin? Bropoil BapuaHT: GepeM Bellly Ha IUIeYd —
¥ BHM3 110 Py4YblO, aBOCh 110 HeMY K peke U BhliineM. Hy a mambiiie — Kak cioxurcs... Peka
B JIIOOOM cilyyae Ha Tobepexbe benoro BeIHeCeT — TaM JIIOIU, JePeBHU, CBSI3b.

— Koneuno, noitnem! He cunets ke Ha Mecte! — KpukHyn Kosbka.

OH cXBaTWICS 3a PYYKy KOTeJKa, OT KOTOPOIo yxe BaIwi map. OGxercs, OTIepHYI,
3almIe.

— Wi, KoHevHo, XOpollo... — BUTallMK TpHMBCTal, MOMLCII MaJOYKOW PYIKY
KOTeJIKa 1 CTallU ero ¢ yrieid. — ToJIbKO 51 OT YMHBIX JIIO/IEH CABIIIA... €CJIU YTO CIAYIUTCS,
HMKOTIIa He MIOKUIAaTh MEeCTO, TiIe OKas3aJics, Tlie eCTh XOTh KaKOK-TO IIIaHC, YTO TeOs HaliIyT.

— Ara!l U ckonbko TH cuaeTh cobupaelibesi? Mecsii? Ha ronom kamHe? A XpaTBa
3akoHuuTcs? [pyr apyra xkxpatb Oymem?

— IMomoxmu, Konb, He crymaii kpacku. [laBail IIOroBOpUM CITOKOMHO, — AHApeit
TTOBEPHYJICS K ChIHY: — TBI YTO JTyMaelirb?

BamuM cumen B ctopoHe oT Koctpa. [Togmeps. T K majaTke 3a BATHUKOM — JICHb.
Hapanmwicst rpyipio Ha KOJIEHU, CIIOXWJICS XYObIM JJTMHHBIM TEJIOM, YTOOBI He pacTepsiTh
Teruto. besyyacTHO cMoTpesr, KaK CTYCTKHA TyMaHa TOXHMpaloT ocTaTKu odepa. CTpaHHOe
omryieHue... Ellie HemaBHO OBLTO TeIUTO, CBETWJIO COJIHIIC, BEPTYIIKa Pe3BO JieTeja Hal
Taliroil, Hax OoOJIOTaMM, WHTEPECHO, Iaxke HEMHOro Beceslo, W... CJIOBHO 3aHaBec
3aKpPBIICS — BBIKJIFOYWIIM COJTHIIE, CHEee HeOO — TIOTacHIM CBET B 3aJIle — TOJIBbI KaMeHb,
TYMaH, JOXIIb, XOJIO]I.

Ipwrerenu BYepa. [TWIOTH maxe ABUraTeIM He 3aTTYIIVIHN, TTOKa BHITPYXXaJIA BEIIH.
[1aTh MUHYT — W GOPT yIIeJ, paCTBOPWICS B TYMaHHON MYTH.

Hx BBIOpOCHIN Ha KaMeHUCToe IiaTo. CKBO3b TPELIMHEI IO HOTaMU IPoOUBaeTCs
XyxJiast TpaBa. PocchIITb MeJIKMX KaMeHHBIX OOJIOMKOB. B mBamiiati MeTpax — Geper o3epa.
Hpyroro Gepera He BUIHO, TepsieTcsl B TyMaHe. M BmoGaBoK — He TO MecTo!

BamyM HeyBepeHHO TTPOTOBOPWIT:

— Moxet, KocTpsl pa3xkeub? Kakue-HHUOYIb BepTOJETH, CaMOJIETHl MECTHBIe OYIyT
TpoJieTaTh. 3aMeTsT.

— To ecTb THI 3a TO, YTOOBI OocTaThCA?

— Her! S xak Bce. A caM-TO 4TO CUMTAaelllb HAOO AeIaTh?

— Hapno yxoguts 1o pyusto, — ckaszan AHapeii. — B mo6oM citydae yxonutb. JIpoB HeT.
Kakwne koctpsi, Banum? 3mech Ha roTOBKY JIpoB He cobpath. M He TTpocuanM MBI CITOKOITHO
MecsIl Ha OJHOM MecTe — TiepepyraeMcs. Mot Hamo.

— 4 xe roopwn! — Konbka moxymonan Burtanuka mo riedy. — A Thl — CHIETH!
[MoMHUIIIb TIPO IBYX JISATYIIEK B MOJIOKe?

Butamuk Morda cMaxHyJI €To pyKy.

— Hy uro? — cnpocun Aumpeit. — Bee cormacubr? Unem?

Hwukrto He oTBeTHII.

— Torma xBatuT BpeMs TepATh. [ToiimeM xoakamu. KwioMeTpa mBa TpOINTH, BELIN
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OCTaBWIM — W Hazal 3a ocTaBlIuMucs. Mul ¢ KoibKoil TBMHeMcs cpasy, a BBl CBepHeTe
Jlarepb ¥ BhIiifeTe ciiemoM. I1epBBIi pydeil — TOT, 9YTO B 03epo BMagaeT, — HaM He HyKeH.
Wnure no Broporo. Burtanuk, He nepemytait! He xBatano morom Apyr Apyra pa3biCKUBATh.

— Brot moxet! OH Takoit! — TyT Xe Bcrpsit Konbka.

— KoHvaii mogkaisiBaTh, — oGopBat ero AHIpeil. — bepu oKy Ha TUTeYr 1 TIOTIepiIu
TMOTUXOHEUKY.

XoTenoch IeUCTBUS, XOTEJIOCh CKOpPee CIBUHYTHCS C MEPTBOM TOYKMU.

VBuneB pyueit, Konbka ocTaHOBWJICS U IPUCBUCTHYI.

— MMa... Y1 ThI cuMTaelb, 3Ta COTLISI MOXET MPEeBPaTUThCS B peuKy?

Kaszasnochk, 4To 03epo nocsie BuepalllHero 10X/s MepernoJIHWIOCh — BOT U BHITIECHYJIOCH
9TUM PYYEHKOM, KOTOPBII TeYeT HEU3BECTHO Kylda M MOXET MCUYE3HYTb, HEOXUIAHHO
HBIPHYB B KaKYIO-HUOYIb TPEIIMHY.

Pyueit 6exas 1Mo MIoCKOTHHE, MO KaMHIO, TO pas3lesisich Ha MeJIKUe CTPYHKH, TO
coOMpasiCb B METPOBBIE JIYKHU.

HnTu no pyciy OblIo JIerko, IJiaBHOe, He TOCKOIb3HYThesl. Eciiv Obl He rpykKeHble —
TaK TMPOCTO MPOTYJIKA.

Kaxnprit men ceoum Temnom — Kosbka ganeko Briepenu, AHapeit orctaBai. HakoHenn
Konbka cOpocuit ¢ ruteda TIOK ¢ JIOAKOM, CTPSAXHYJ PIOK3aK U JIeT TPsIMO Ha KaMHHU.

— Bce. J1aBait nepexkypum, — KosbKa BHITAlLIMI MATYIO Madky. Pyku npoxanu. — Hy
yto? Ellle HeMHoro mnpoiiaemM win Hazan?

— HaBaii Ha3an. YTo-To MHe 3a peOSIT HeCIIOKOIHO.

— Ara. JlecsITb MUHYT OTIBIXa U TIoMaeM. — KosibKa 3aKpbLi I1a3a, curapera AbIMUIach
B 3aaTbIX Majbliax. — [J1aBHOe, YTOOBI He Gosblile ABYX Xoaok. Kak mymaelib, yrammm?

— Ceityac BepHeMcs, U OyIET SICHO.

Pebsr BeTpeTuniu Ha nosaoporu K jarepto. [leporo — Baauma. Ilen jierko, cioBHO
He Hec HU4Yero. MoJ1o/I0, 3I0POBBIii... TOJIBKO, MOKa3aJ10Ch AHAPEI0, HEMHOTO HAIyTaHHbIA.

— Hy Tb1 Kak? — cnpocusn AHapeli, MoMorast CHSITb PIOK3aK.

— S — Hmyero. Bor Buranmio, KaxkeTcs, TsSKeIoBaTo.

[Monowmen Buranuk. JIuo kpacHoe, ApIUT xpurio. Cell, He CHUMas ploK3aka.

— baun! — Tlot BeITUpaeT. — MBI XXe IJIBITh XOTeJIU, a He TSKECTH ¢ MeCcTa Ha MeCTO
rnepeTacKuBaTh!

— MHoro Tam ocTanoch?

— Jla He oueHb, HO YX O0JILHO Bce HeylaoOHoe. SAIMKY ¢ MPOAyKTaAMU.

— Torna... Korna noiinere, logku 13 6ay0B BEITPSIXHUTE, a 6ayJiIbl ¢ coboli 3abupaiite.
B Hux 6ynem cknanbiBath. [Tonuiu, Koib.

— Joxauk HaxoauT. BoH BcagiHUKU T0X NocKakaiu. — Butajiuk cMoTpes B He0o.

Tydu yTsaHyJO BbIlIE, yXe He AaBWiIU. Bucenau poBHO, TOJBKO KOe-Tle W3 HUX
BBIPBIBAJIUCH Y3KUE PA3MBIThIE CTYCTKU, YeM-TO HAITOMUHABILIME CTOJIOBI IbIMa, HO TSHYILIMECS
He BBEpX, a BHU3 — K 3eMJIe.

— Bo, kakue THl cioBa 3Haellb. — Konbka ocTaHoBwiIcsS. — f BOT HU pasy mpo
BCaAJHUKOB HE CJIBILLAJ.

— Tak kHmxku Hamo, Koib, yuTaTh, KHMXKHU. A He TOJBKO 6abiio pyOUThb Ja To
Kanapam e3auTs.

— MoxeT, oHt He K HaM cKauyT? MoxkeT, Hao00poT, OT Hac... — 3aIyMYUBO ITIPOU3HEC
Bamum.

JoxXab Tak 1 He cobpaJcs.

3a nmeHb caenanu Tpu Tepexona. [1o AHAPIOXWHOM TIPUKUIKE TMPOIUIM KUJIOMETPOB
BOCEMb.

Ycranu, BeIMOTaIuCh. [IBa XXelaHUS — MOeCTh U CIaTh!

AHJpeit ocTaBWI peOIT BO3UTHCS C Y>KMHOM, a caM YIIeJ BHU3 MO Py4YblO MOIJISIETh,
YTO OXHUIAET 3aBTpA.
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Illen Hamerke.

Ceituac 6osbllle BCero BOJTHOBAIO OTCYTCTBUE IPOB isl KocTpa. Ha ceromHs xpatur —
3aXBaTWJIM C MPOILION CTOSTHKU — a BOT 3aBTpa...

Pa3 3a pasom mpourpsiBajl B rojioBe clieHapuii Beicagku. Ime owmbdesa? Cam Benb
MepeprcoBbIBAJl KapTy y reojiora — TaM Jiec JOJkeH ObITh Mo OeperaM peKu — caMm 3eJeHbIM
3aKpallliBajl KaJbKy. M TOT ellle roBOpuI, 4TO ¢ ApoBaMu MpobisieM He OyneT. [Ipo 6oioTo
elle yTo-To ropopul... Kakoe, k yepty, 6osoto? KameHb CIuiolIHONM!

CMesicst ¢ TeM TreoioroM, KOTOPbIN paccKasbIBasl caydyau U3 MOoJeBOil XU3HU — Kak,
ObIBaJIO, 320pachiBAIM BEPTOJETOM TPYINY HEe B TOT paiiloH W HEeAeNsIMU BBIOMPATINCHh K
monaMm. Yepes cuity, Ho cMmesuics. He no cMexa ObLo...

3a mosrona 1o aToro... [IpobiaemMbl ¢ MOUYETIONOBOI cUcTeMOl ObUTM U paHbllle — He
MaJIbYMK, yail. Ho 4TOOBI Tak pe3Ko M Ha POBHOM MecTe... 3HaKOMble Bpauu, OeCKOHEUHbIe
aHanu3bl U obcinenoBaHus. [lpuroBop. Omyxonb. Mertactasel. OToporb, HeBepHe, Bce
3aTarMBaolnii cTpax. M cJIoBHO HAKPBLIO MPO3pauyHbIM KOJTIAKOM — OJIMH, BCE OCTAJIbHbIE
cHapyxu. OHU — KUBYT, a s yXe HeT!

Huxomy Huvero He roBopui, He OOBSCHSII.

C >XeHoM, Heromyllleli OT HEMOHMUMaHUs, pasBesicsl OyaHWYHO, MUMoxoioM. He
XOTeJl XaJloCTH, COUYBCTBUS, MOMOIIM. beiTh omHoMy. Bce — cam!

OnHylIKy, 4TO OcCTajlach OT MaTepH, cAajl U Mpouyb M3 MOCKBBI, B CHEXHYIO
[JIyXOMaHb, B 3a0bITBII GOTOM rOpOJIOK, YTOOBI HE BUIACTh HUKOTO, He CbIIIATH! 3a0UThCS
B YIoJI, 3IUThCS Ha BCeX, 3aBUIOBATh BCeM, CeOsl XKaJleTh.

IToxon arot mpuaymai... C npy3bsiMu, co 1IKoJbHbIMU! be3nymHo u Beceso, Kak B
MosiofiocTu. ChIHa B3SITh!

Harnocnenoxk...

Bot oH maHc yittm KpacuBo. 3aTepsATbCsl B Taiire WIM YTOHYTb, MPOXOJS TMOPOTH.
PucoBait, packpalumBan KapTUHKW OAMHOKUMU 3UMHUMU BeYepaMU.

Ceilyac moyemMy-TO Bce OTCTYIWIO, CMEIIAJoch B PaJlOCTHYIO KYTepbMy — €XaTb,
JIeTeTh, BUJIETb HOBOE, YYBCTBOBATh, UTb!

YTo-TO HEYJIOBUMO MEHSUTOCh. YKIIOH CTaJl 0OJIbIIIe — OH e y3Ke He TI0 ITIOCKOTHUHE.
UM Gepera y pyubst 6osiee 4eTKO BBIpakeHBI. KaMHU 10 GeperaM HaBaJleHBI.

Ewe merpoB nBectu. Eie pyueit! Manenbkuii, xunbiit. Ho coenunsiorcs!

U pamocthio okatiio! YIBIGHYJICS MEePBHIii pa3 3a IeHb — BCe OHU MPABIJIBHO JIeJIaloT.
BriBeeT pydeit K peke.

Havayo cMmepkathcest. [laibliie pelt He WATH, TTOBEPHYIT B JIarepb.

V yaxyioro Kocrepka cunenu Konbka u Bagum.

— Buranuk roe?

— M1 noenn 6e3 Tebs. OH cOBceM pacKKC — JIeT cpasy.

— baBwin?

— Her. Tebs xnem.

— Hy Tornma pas6asb, Koib, 4yTOK, IIprMeM IO CTO IpaMM — €CTb ITOBO/I.

— Ara. Tonbko g xo4y Tebe ckasaTb... IlepecTaHb ceGs KOPUTH 3a CIyYUBIIEECS.
IIpouzonnio To, 4To yxe nmpousonnro. Kaxmaerit 661 M3 Hac Tak xe ommnocsa. Hukro teds He
BUHUT. Bee! Tpoexanu.

BamuM Bopouasicst B ciajibHUKe. Bo pTy ToraHslii TPUBKYC CITUPTA U TYIIEHKU. 3yObI
OBl IOYMCTUTD, 1a JIeHb TAIlITHCS K pydbio. CIIUPT paHbllle TUTh He MPUXoAIoch. ['amocTh
KyTKast!

Kak mx nHaswiBaTth? Panbllie B Mockse, 6buto Tipoie: nana Konsa n pans Burans.
A 3nech? CiioBo «asas» Bo pry 3acTpeBaeT. [lanma? BoT mamoii ero Ha3wslBaThb COBCEM He
xouetcs. A kak? JIro6mwo nu g ero? UHrepecHo... Orenr Benb... HeT, moxanyii, He J1100J110.
Kaxkoe-To apyroe cioBo HOMKHO OBITh. Yykue ctaym. M maxHeT oT Hero. JIMCT Mpelrbrit.
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MoxxeT, aTo Bo3dpact? Tak u gomkHo 6bITh? Her... To, 4TO OH MaMy OpoCcUJI, — 3TO HU TIpU
yeM. IlpocTto OH 9yXoi, maBHO 4yxkoi. MoXeT, M He COBCEM YYXOM, HO He HyXEH...
Xopolllo, 4TO OH ecTh, HO Bellb He HyxeH? Paszbexanrch 1o cBouM yriaaM. Illebapirarcs,
crposT. Kaxmprii cam 3a cebs.

Beprtercst, crapasich yeTpouThes ynobHee. JlexxaTh — XecTKO. XOpOIIIo, YTO XOTh He
xojionHo. 3aueM 5 3aech? C HUM. XOTS BEpTOJET — 3TO MPUKOJIBHO!

Jlenv emopoti

Buranuit mpocHysIcs TIepBBIM.

OT BYepalllHMX Ty4 He OCTaJlloch ciefa. benbiii Imap coiHIA, BBIBAIMBIIWICS Yy
rOpM30HTa, Oejlecoe HeOO Hala roJIoOBOM — HU OoOMavyKa.

Brine3 uz manatkm, ympuicsa. Crostn y pyubsd. IlpoximamHo. YyBcTBoBajl, KaK XOJOIUT
MOKpoe JHNII0 BeTepoK. PaccmarpmBan pycno. fAABHO OGoinbliiie Bombl ctayno! M TpeBora,
KOTOpas JaBWwjia Buepa 1B JeHb: 4To ¢ Hamu OyneTr? — orctynmia. ComHne! HeGo Han
rojioBoit! Bor ono — mpuximoyeHue! Kak rosopur Koiabka — «onBeHual»

YepHas TporuielimHa Koctpuia. JIpoB HeT.

Peurn, moka MyXWKM CITAT, TIPOWTHCH BHU3 TIO pycly, MOUCKATh KaKUX-HUOYIb
BETOUYEK, XOTb Yail BCKUIATUTH. M TOIBKO OTOIIIEe]l METPOB Ha TISTHACCAT, KaK Ha KaMHSIX,
BO3JIe caMoli BOIBI YBHIEN HaBajleHHYI0 Ky4dy. CBexyro. TolbKo 4To Tap He UIeT.

CoBceM odurenu myxkuku! Kro sto otmmumicsa? Otoiitu B cTOpoHyY cioxHo? Bens u
eXy SICHO, 4TO ToiIeM BIOJb Oepera, — 00g3aTeIbHO BIISTIaeMCS.

Yto-TO OBLIO HE TaK...

BpesrmBo npucMmortpenca. B 0ypoM XKuaKoM MecuBe — HellepeBapeHHbIe BETOYKH,
ocratku juctbeB. He yenoBek. Mensenn! Yiuen unu rae-to nodiauzoctu?

Buramms 6pocuio B mot. OH 3aTpaBiieHHO OIIsIIeNcs 1o cTopoHaM. Bo Bce cTopoHBI —
KaMeHHCTasl TIOCKOTUHA ¢ KYIIBIMU TTy9Kamu TpaBbl. [Tycto. Tuxo. Berepok.

BrIcTpBIM 111aroM, TOMUHYTHO OTJISIIBIBAsACH, BEPHYJICS B Jiarepb.

Tiok ¢ JIoaKOI, TIepeBsI3aHHBIN KpecT-HaKpecT BepeBKol. BHyTpm — pa3obpaHHOe
pyxbe. [Ipukiam, cTBOJBI. 3alleTKHYI 1IeBbe — OH ITOMHWJI, XOPOIIIO TIOMHMJI, CKOJTBKO pa3
TTOJT TIPUCMOTPOM OTIIA 3TO TIPOAEBIBAI. BCKMHYI, MpULIeMICs — YepHBIe CTBOJIBI B HE0O,
MyIIIKa — Ta caMasl ToYKa B KOHIIE CJIOBA «XKU3Hb».

IMonoren k manaTke.

— AHapeit? Dit? — mocTydal JIaIOHBIO TT0 Ope3eHTY.

IlepBriM oTpearnpoBan Kombka.

— Yro Tebe, Butanb, Heitmercs1? Beé He Kak y ol — BedepoM CITHUIIB KaK CYpPOK,
a yTpOM HUKOMY TIOKOsI HeT!

— Ceityac, — oTo3BajICSI AHIOpPEIA.

3aBO3WINCH B TTAJIaTKe, 3aBOPOYATICE.

— ToI moueMy ¢ pyxbem?

— Ilarponn Kyna youpan?

— B Gayne ¢ kpynamu. llemmodaHoBBI ITakeT, M30JeHTOII OOMOTaHHBINA. PyXnbe-To
3auyem?

— MenBenp roe-To psgoM OpoauT.

— C 4ero TbI B3s1?

— Hwke 1o pyusio — Kyda JiepbMa CBEXero.

W3 nmanatku Beute3 Koabka. Illypurcs Ha comHile.

— Taxk... 4T0o MBI TaM 0 MeABesIx 3HaeM? — KoibKa TJIOTHYJ M3 KOTeJIKa XOJIOIHOTO
Yas M JOCTaJl CUTapeTHI.

Beceno csetmiio comHite. [IpocTopHo 1 oTKphITO. He cTpalitHo — mpormsasiBaeTcs co
Bcex cTopoH. HeT HMKakoro mensens.
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Pelunium npocTo 1 He3aMbICIOBATO — YXOAUTb. BBICTPHBIN 3aBTpaK — XOJOIHBIN yaii ¢
xje6oM. [IpoB HeT — KocTpa HeT. CBepThIBaTh Jarepb U X0JIKy — Ha KUJIOMETpP-Ha MoJTopa.

CeroHs XOJKM LUIM KaK-TO JIETKO — TO JIM OTTOTO, YTO COJIHIIE BBILLIO, TO JIU
BTSHYUCh. O MenBee 3a0bLTH yKe yepes yac. HeT ero u cnenoB HeT — Hy u JiagHo! [1paBna,
Buranuit pyxne c 11ed He cHUMall — TaK U OoJITaloch, Melllasi UATU C TPY30M.

U Bce 651 X0pol1io, eciiu 661 He koMmap. Jlaxke BeTepoK, AyIOIIU UM B U0, HE TTOMOTaJl.
Yem Bblllle MOAHMMAJIOCH COJIHIIE, TeM KOMap cTaHoBWJcs JioTee. ['ya U 4yepHble TOYKHU
nepen rnaszamMu. Maszanuck. [lotenn. CHoBa Maszanuck. HaxnoOy4yuBaelllb KamtouioH
SHIEehATUTKU — XapKo, nmoTHo. CkuabiBaelllb — KoMmap. Ho Bce paBHO ObLIO Jierde, yem
Buepa.

OHH ellle OOSLTUCH MOBEPUTh, HO pydyeil MeJIeHHO MpeBpalaics B peuky. [losBuics
SIPKO BBIPaXKeHHBI Bpe3 — HET, MoKa ellle BUAHA IJIOCKOTHMHA o 00e CTOPOHBI, HO U OHA
cTajia Ipyroil. Yxe He rojiblii KaMeHb, a TOPOCJib, HAIIOMUHAIOIIAS KAPJIUKOBBIN KYCTAPHUK,
He OoJjiee MATHAALIATY CAHTUMETPOB BBICOTOM, MpHUCOCAIach, PACCTENUIACH MO KAMHSIM.

ITo Geperam nosiBWINCH pa3OpocaHHble TYT W TaM KaMHM, Mejkue ochinu. Jla u
IIMPUHA PYYbsl YXKe MOPOi TOCTUTaia TpeX METPOB. YYACTKU ¢ YUCTON BONON CTAHOBWIUCH
Bce mporskeHHee. KosibKka 3a0pes B TaKylo «BaHHY», YTO YyThb He 3aJIWJ GOJOTHUKU —
MNPUILIOCh OOXOIUTH IO OGepery.

3aTtem pyueil criesan TuiaBHbIN MoBopoT. KoibKa, 1araBiinumii mepBbiM, BAPYT BCTa,
CKHHYJ Bellld Ha 3emyto. [Tofoluin octaibHble, BCTAIU PSAOM.

— IToxoxe, TO4HO... 3TO peka! — ycrayo npousHec Bagum.

Jlanamadt pe3ko MeHsuIcs.

Pyciio HbIpHY/NO BHM3, Mpope3as ropHble Toponbsl. Boma pasnuBasiach, oOpasys
IIMPOKYI0 KaMEHMCTYI0 OTMeJib. bepera ¢ oOBajlbHBIM KaMHEM PacCTYMWIUCh U CJIOBHO
puHyauch BBepX. [1o mpaBoMy GOpTY B peKy BiauBajics pydyeil. BHU3 mo TeueHuU1o, cpasy 3a
OTMeJIblO, Oepera CXOAWINCh, CXJIOMbIBAIMCH, HABUCAIU MOYTU OTBECHBIMU MSTUMETPOBBIMU
CTEeHaMU.

— KanboH! — u3ymneHHo npousHec Buranmii. — Kpyro!

— JlaBaiite moiineM. Tam npuBan. OcMoTpuMcs, — MPeUTOXUT AHAPEIA.

Ho B3BasninBaTh Belly Ha mieyu He crieinniv. KonbKa pasiercs, ToACTaBUB MO/ CITMHY
PIOK3aK, U 3aKypul.

— Burans! A Te Yyero Takoit paloCTHBI, CJIOBHO TeOs pyosiem ogapuiu? Hy, KaHbOH,
Hy 4 yTo? XpeH ero 3HaeT, YTO TaM Jajblile...

— Ox! Huvero BHI, pebsita, He noHuMaete! Benb HakoHell-To cBepiumioch! Cynpoa
pacnopsinuiachk 3a Hac. Het BeiOopa. S — cBobomeH!

— He nonsun.

— A ThI 1 He ToiiMeltib. [TocMoTpu BokpyT, Baymaiicst. Tam, — BuTtayiuk HeomnpeneseHHO
MaxHYJl PYKOii, — Tbl Bce BpeMsI KOMY-TO JojixkeH. CooTBeTCTBOBATh JoJxkeH. He cebe —
npyruM. KeHa, eTu — 00s13aH KOPMUTb, BOCTIUTHIBaTh. Jlaxe JIOOUTh — M TO 00si3aH!
PaGota — neHbru 3apabaThiBaTh, Tiepell MapTHEPaMU OBITh OTBETCTBEHHBIM.

— K yemy THI KJ1OHUIIIB?

— Tak HeT 3nech HUYero atoro. [Tocmotpu! CBobona! ZKusu, pamytics! Kak-HuOynb Bee
cioxurcs. Beibepemcst. TIpocTo Hamo mepectaTh IymMaTh O TOM, YTO ¢ HAMU OyIeT.

— IMomumm yxxe, punocodnl, — AHApE BCKMHYJI pIOK3aK Ha Tuiedn. — Bagym, momoru
JIOAKY 3a0pOCHUTh CBEPXY.

HnTu ¢ BeliaMu cTajio HAMHOTO clloXHee. DTo yke OblT He pydeld, 5To Oblia peykal
[Mpuxomwirock uATH Mo OGepery, Mepeie3as dYepe3 OTPOMHBIC BaJlyHB. KaHBOH TO
pacImpsuIcs — W TOTIa Bolia pa3inBaiach 10 KAMEHUCTOMY Pyciy, 00pa3yst MeJIKUe TTOPOTH,
TO CyXaJIcsI — KaMeHb CHaBIUBaJI PeKy, M TPeXMeTPOBas JIEHTa BOIBI HecIaCh BHU3 MOIITHO
U POBHO, OCTaBJISIST KJIOYbsT OEJIOM TIeHHI.

Jlarepn pa3ouiy Ha OTMeENTM BO3Jie paciiafKa, YXOISIIEro BBEpX Mo CKJIOHY, 3apOCIIETo
XWJIBIMU IepeBlamMi. BaanM BBI3BaJICST CXOOUTH BHU3, Ha pa3BelKy, TOCMOTPETh, KaK OHO TaM
Jajblie.
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Bcex oxBatuno Bo3OyxneHue. IlnbiTh! PacknanbiBanu, pa3BepTHIBAIN JOIKU
Ha KaMHSIX — CJIOBHO M He ObLIO M3MaTbIBaIOIIEro THEBHOTO TMepexoa.

AHJIpeli OTIOMHWJICS TIEPBBIM.

— JlaBaiiTe BO3UTeCh C JIOAKAMM, a 51 3aliMYCh KOCTPOM M YKMHOM.

PaccnabnenHo cunenu y kocTpa. XOoTh U HaJoOMaJlUCh 3a J€Hb, BO30YXIEHHUE He
otnyckayno. CoynHIle Tak 1O KOHIIA M He 3alllio, ci1abo BbICBEUYMBAJIO FOPU3OHT. PaHHuUe
CYMEpPKHN — OTIOJOCKM «OeJIbIX» HOYEl.

Ha Gepery, Bozjie Bojbl, JiexaJli TiepeBepHYThIE JOIKHU.

Jenv mpemuii

— Kyna T TaHe1ms? B Bomy mormyOxke 3aiiau, Toroa M HOC pasBepHeTcst! — AHIpeilt
opaJl, TIoNyJiexXa CIMHON Ha 3JI0POBEHHOM BallyHe, TBITasCh HOTON pa3BepHYTh KOPMY
JIOIKH, YTOOBI HAITPABUTH €€ B CJIMB MEXITy KaMHAMU. Baanm, cTost HIKe MO TeUeHUIO, TSHYIT
3a BepeBKY, IPUBSI3aHHYIO K HOCY JIOIKH, U TIyMaJl: BOT 4eTo oH opeT? HopMaslbHO TOBOPUTH
He MoxeT? Thl 00bsicHn — Kak. Yrto ThI xouemnb? 4 ke He mpoTuB, s caenaio. OpaTb-To,
pasapaxatbes 3aueM? Hoctan! Jlydie 661 g1 ¢ Buranmem murbr.

Ycramu. Bpems — k 06efy, a yxke BBIMOTaJIMCh. bpesi o Bojie, HamnpaBJisisl HOCHI JIOMOK
B CJIMBBI BOJIBI MEXIy KaMHSIMU. Bosivch MponopoTh THUIIA Ha MeJKoBoabe. BueTBepom,
TT0 IBOE € KaXKIoro 60pTa, cTapasch IepXKaTh Ha Becy, TepeTaCKUBAIN JIOAKU Yepe3 OTMETTb.

CBeTWJIO CONHIIE, BOIa Beceslo Xypyasa, MepeKaThiBasch IO KaMelllkaM, a OHU
TalIWIN, TN, TAIIWI... [ToTHO, TSXeno u 6eckoHeyHo. W Harpamoif — 3a TTOBOPOTOM —
IMpoKas KaMeHHCTasi OTMeJTb U pydeil — maxke He pydeid — MaJleHbKasl pedyKa I10 JIEBOMY
6opty. M KaHBOH cpa3zy cTal IIMpe, U Boma TojieTela BHU3 MOIIHBIMUA CTPYSIMH, OTuOast
KaMHH, TiepeTMBasiCh yepe3 HUX TOHKOW MCKPAIIeics Ha CONHIIE TICHKOM.

Caepumiocs! Hoxmanuch! B nomku. Becma B pyku. OTTajnkmBasich OT TPOMaIHBIX
BaJTyHOB.

[Morbin MUMO HaBOpOYEHHBIE KAMEHHON TPYIoil CTeHBl KaHbOHA.

N 1tec 3a moBopoTtoM. JIooKM MOKaYMBAIUCH Ha CBOOOAHOM Bome. Penmkue KiIoubs
ocenaoltieii meHsl. [TyboKo moj JHUIIeM — BoJa Mpo3pavyHasi, THO BUIHO.

He rpe6mu. 3amepnu. C Becean — KaIid 0 BOAy, MEUICHHO, CJIOBHO BO CHE...

— Oro-ro-ro! — 3aopan Koxbka. IlopBan onerneHeHue.

— Yto opemurs Kak ormaineHHbIN? [lormibin!

Peka pesBuiack. HeGorbllme miechl CMEHSTUCH Y3KUMM TeCHUHAMU, 3aBAJICHHBIMU
KaMHSIMU, Te BoJia Hecslach, BIPbI3asch B KaMeHb. [Topoii MpuXoamiioch BeIJIe3aTh Ha Geper
Y TIPOBOJINTH JIOAKH Ha BepeBKaX, a MHOT/IA yIaBaJoCh MIPOCKOYUTD B Y3KHE CITUBHI, LIKPSAOast
OopTaMu O KaMHM.

Bamum yenpmman mrym mepBbiM. Briepenmu — rynemo. Xoren ckaszaTh AHIpeIo, HO He
ycrren. Peka, cimoBHO 6abodka O CTEKI0, OECCMBICICHHO M TYIIO OWIach B HaBUCAIOLIYIO
cKaiy.

OHM, cymopoXXHO paboTast BeciaMU, Bce 3Ke CyMelr Pa3BepHYTD JIOAKY BIOJb ITOTOKA,
3aexaB OOPTOM B KaMEHHYIO CTeHKY, — YAapujo, TTOAXBATUIO M CTPEMHUTETHHO TTOHECIIO
JajblIe.

E1ire mosopor.

Pexa xonumnace! Mcuesana B TpuallaTM MeTpax BIiepend. Pyciio Teperopakvbai
OTPOMHBINT OOJIOMOK CKaJIbl, YIJIOM BOH3UBIIWICA B IIEHTP pycia, pacnupas YIIesbe
MU3beACHHBIMU TPaHSIMU.

Jlonky Heco.

— B Bomy! — ucromHo 3akpuyan AHapeil, nepeBaanBasch 3a 0opT. — B Boxy, Bagum!

Bona o6oxrma. Ilokaszamoch, 9yto mHa HeT. [IpoMenbK mcmyra — 3aTsHeT. AHOpeit
HalllyrmaJl JHO, BCTal — Boza Io Tpyab. Buemnwics B 6opt. Jloaky He ymepXaTb — HeceT
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Te4eHUueM — MoTauuio ciegaoM. [loa HoraMmu BaslyH, OOJIbIIONH — U MeJib4ye cpa3y cTajo —
IO TosIC — yrepcsl — AEP>KUT JIOAKY.

Baaum Tak v cuaes Ha Hocy, TIsiISl TYCTBIMU IJ1a3aMU Ha KUTISILLINN KOTeJT MO CKaJIOH.

— BagumM, criokoitHo! — npokpuyan AHapeit. — AKKypaTHO ciie3aii B Bony. [epxXuch
3a O6opT. Hallymaeib 1HOo — BcTaBaii Ha HOTM M yAepXUBall JIOAKY, YTOOBI ee He Hecsio
TeueHueM. [loHsn MeHs?

BaguMm 3aTopMOXEHHO KHBHYJ M CTajl HEYKIIOXe TepeBaluBaTbcsl yepe3 OOpT.
PesunHky moBesio BOOK. AHpeii, Genest TUIIOM, yaepKal.

Jlonky pe0GsT BhIHECTO KOPMOIi Briepel. 3arpebajii BeciaMu, cTapasch pa3BepHYThb
HOCOM TIO TMOTOKY.

Kpuuatb 6eccMbicieHHO — He ycablaT. 2Knai.

3ametwnu. He pasaymbiBasi, omTHOBpeMeHHO, KaK Kerjiv, MoBAIWINCH B Boiay. Jloaka
BWIbHYJIa, HAKpEeHWJIAch 1 yepraHyJa 6optoM. Buenunuce, aepxat. PaccrosiHue 10 HUX —
METPOB JiecsATh. Tak U CTOSUIU, BBIABIXAS.

M BoT ceituac AHapeli MOYYBCTBOBaJI, KaK XOJOIHO!

— Bagum, THI Kak?

— HopwmanbHo, — 3y0Obl BHIOMBaIU APOOK.

— 4 ceiiuac oTIyILy BEpeBKY — YyTb-4yThb — JAaBaii TOCMOTPUM, CMOXeEIlb Thl €¢ OJUH
yaepxaTb?

— JlaBaii.

Paszxan nmanbiibl — OTIYCTU BepeBKY, MPOTSHYTYIO BIOJIb OOPTOB.

Bagum aepxan u, Ka3ajnoch, T0BOJBHO JIETKO.

— Bort uTo nenaeM, — AHpeilt cTapalicsl TOBOPUTH CMOKOITHO. — Sl Mmoaxoxy K Hocy,
Oepy BepeBKY M BbIXOXY Ha Oeper. 3akperistoo. [To Moeil KoMaHme Thl aKKypaTHO
pa3BopavyuBaelllb HOC JIOJAKM MPOTUB TeueHUs. Eciu cpa3y OTImycTUThb, 60I0Ch, YTO JepHET
u tiepeBepHeT. [ToHsut?

— Ma.

[TaTsck, morsabiBas Ha Baguma, MemieHHO moles K Oepery, pa3marbiBasi BEpeBKY.
JIHO — cIUTOIIHBIE BaJTyHbI, MPUXOAUIOCH BCe BPEMsI OCTOPOXKHUYATh — Ky/a U KaK CTaBUTh
HOTI'y, 4TOOBI He MOCKOJb3HYThcS. Bbuies, BBIMOI3 Ha Oeper, Ha 9TOT KaMeHHbI pa3Bal,
00MOTaJI BepeBKOM 3I0POBBIi1 OYIbIKHUK. /11 CTpaxoBKHM ellle U TIPUXBATUI PYKO.

— PasBopauunaii! Memiennee! Tak, xopoio. Terepb oTiyckaii!

Jlonka yyTh pbICKHYJIA 110 TEYEHUIO 1 BCTaIa HOCOM NPOTUB MoToKa. BosiHa pacxonuTes,
OypJIuT, ellle YyTb-YyTh U 3aJIbeT.

— Bagum, uau Ha 6eper. CMOTpU, OCTOPOXHO, KaMeHb CILUIOIIHON Ha JHe.

BaBoeM memieHHO moaTackuBaiu Joaky. [loaxBaTuiau, BEIBOJOKIN HA KaMHU.

My>uKy ocTynuiu rpouie. BaBoem, BienuBILIMCH B 60pTa IOAKU, MEIJIEHHO BHIBOIWIN
ee k Oepery. [Moasenu. Bortamuim.

AHJpeii, epenpbiriBasl ¢ KaMHsI HA KaMeHb, MOJoLIeNl K pedsTaM.

Konbka pasmaxuBan pykaMu U BO30YKIEHHO Opa:

— Kpyro! baun! A ecnu 661 mryboko 6but0? 3aTsiHysno Obl K 4yepTy! Sl cHavama He
TOHSLT, ToueMy BbI B Bofie. Tosibko noToM yBuaen! Kak cunmen Ha 00opTy, Tak M OMIPOKUHYJICSI.

— Prok3ak ¢ Kpynamu yTonuiu, — ckazaj Butanuk.

— Yro? CoBceM? locTaBaTh Hano!

— Jla moiiman s ero! — Konbka Bce He MOr YCIOKOUTbeS. — MBI Korma B BOIY
TMOTIPHITAJIN, JIOIKA HaKPEeHWIACh, a OH CBEPXY JiexkaJl — BOT B BOAY BCJIE 32 HAMU U CheXall.
4 ero yxe B BoJie MOAXBAaTUJ, HOTOM KO JHY MpWKasl, YTOOBl He YHecJ0. A Korima cTajo
MOHSTHO, YTO JIONKY yIAep>KuBaeM, — JOCTal0, B BOJIe-TO OH HUYETo, JIETKUI, a U3 BOJABI B
JIOAKY TiepeBauTh He Mory! Bombl Habpan, cyka! HemogbemubiM! Tak mo Bome BMecTe ¢
JIOOKOU Y BOJIOKJIU. ..

Prok3ak nexan y caMoif KpOMKM — MOKDPBIi, TPSI3HO-CEPhIii, MOXOXWIT Ha KaMEHb.

— E1e motepu ecth?
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— Jla Het Bpoge... Jlonka Bombl yepriaHyjJa — HaJIO MOCMOTPETb, YTO MPOMOKIIO.
Janblle-To 4TO M Kak?
— B mo6oMm ciyyae — 0OHOCUTh MPUIETCS.

Jlogku pelrin He cayBaTh. DTH IBECTH METPOB JATUCh TSDKEJIO — KapaOKaThCs
0 KaMEHHOMY OTBaJTy, OOXOIUTh, Tlepelie3ath, MepelaBaTh, ICKaTh MeCTO, Ky/Ia ITOCTaBUTh
HOTY.

W nonky Bce-Taku mpoGwin. bajutoH cpady oOMSIK, MEpeHOCUTh JIOAKY CTaJO elle
TsIKeJee.

Brilumn K cBoGOIHOM Bome — IUIBITh MoxHO. Ho cuit yxxe He 6but0. [ToBanmmvch Ha
KaMHHU BoaJie Tpyabl Beleil. Momyanu. JlpeMoTHoe oliernieHeHue, eAMHCTBEHHOE XeJlaHue —
Tak W JeXaTb, YTOObBIl HUKTO He Tporal.

Buramuk ovHyJICST TIepBBIM.

— Bit, myxxuku! Xopoiur HoueBaTh! CreMHeeT cKopo. [TbITh Hajo.

3alreBeTMINCh, 3aBOPOYAIIUCE.

— bnun! — Beipyraicsa Konbka. — BTOT AeHb Korma-HUOYIb KOHYUTCS?

— ¥ MeHs Takoe MpeutoXeHre, — AHIpeii oopainaics ko BceM. — Ceifyac rpy3sumcst
Y IUTBIBEM — He criellla, akKypaTHo. Ham ellle HOBBIX TIpUMKITIOUYeHMI He xBaTtaeT! Mimem
MECTO U BCTaeM Ha ITHEBKY. 3aBTpa OTIBIX.

Jlenv uemeepmulii

Buranuii men Boons OGepera, BEIOHMpast MeCTO.

Iupokuii Tiec — Boma 3aMepIia, CJIOBHO TeUeHUS M HeT. Y3Kasi KaMeHHUCTasT KpoMKa
Gepera U, Kaxercs, TNIyOOKO — T10 KpaliHeil Mepe, THa He BUIHO. V3 MomymycToro prok3aka
JIOCTaJl CIIMHHUHT B Yexyie, KaTYIIKy C JIECKOM W KOpobouKy ¢ OimecHamu. Pasioxmn Ha
KaMHSIX.

CoJHIIe, TETUTO, BOT TOIBLKO KOMaphl, MeTbKalolle Bo3Jie JInlia, pa3apaxkann. Ho n k
HUM YXe TTOTIPUBBIKIIH.

[Ipunernun GiecHy, 3a0pocl MeTpa Ha aBa — I IpoOwl. Ilare 3abpocos. Jlecsrs.
Cwmenmn Mecto. Huuero. OH 1 He Xmajt ObICTporo pesyibTata. Peiba, KOHETHO, 31eCh €CTh.
Kornma mutbuti, 3aMevall HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 TIPOMETbK TeMHBIX TeJl B BOJIE...

Bamnma 3amermn mspanu. Tor Open mo Oepery, mmoabupaa M paccMaTpUBaJ KaMHH,
TIPOMBIBAJT MX B BOJIe, OTOPACHIBATT B CTOPOHY.

— IIpuset! Yto packomnan?

— Ja "Hudero nHTepecHoro. [Tecuannk. OH MOAATIWBHINA, BOT €r0 peKa U pa3MbIBaeT.
Ilotomy n kKanwroH. ¥ Bac kak? HanoBun? Ilokaxn!

— Hert Tyt Huyero. I'onaxk! CKonbKo HM KMIal — IIYCTO.

Buranuii mpomonkan JeHWBO 3abpachkiBaThb. Baaum TpuMocTMIICS Ha KaMHe
3a CIIMHON — CUJIeN, CMOTpPEJI, OTTOHSUT OT JIIa KoMapoB. Melat.

Taxk xopoiio GbUIO OTHOMY.

— Buranuii, y Bac ecTb JUIITHAE KPIOYOK U JecKa?

— Ectb, KOHEUHO. A 3a4yeM Tebe?

— S TyT mepenmavy Io TEJIMKY CMOTPET O TOM, KaK JIOBAT Ha TOPHBIX peKax. Moxer,
CTOUT TIOIIPOOOBATH?

— Hy nasaii... — Butanmii ckenTuIecK XMBIKHY.

Bagnm Boswiics monro. HakoHelr moportielt.

— 310 y TeOd 4TO?

— Mymiky caenan. TaM, B KHHO, My>XUK MECTHBIN MPsAMO Y ceOs1 U3 CBUTepa HUTKY
BBIPBIBAJT M HAMATBIBAJT Ha KPIOYOK.

— Hy u xak TBI Oyzmeib 3TUM JIOBUTH?
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— Ha nepekar uaru Hamo. Bel mioiigere co MHOI?

— TMouwtu. Bee paBHO 31ech HUYETO HE JIOBUTCS.

KanboH pacnaxHyicsa. Iliockue mIbIObl KaMHeH, BBIIM3aHHBIE TTOTOKOM, BIOJb
oepera. [TocepenuHe mosymMeTpoBasi CTyNeHb ¢ BBITMOOM. Bagum BcTasl BbIllle Tepekarta.
BonoTHuKu packaTaHbl — BOJa YyThb HUXXE KOJIEH, OYPJIUT BO3JIe HOT.

COpocwsl Mapy BUTKOB JIECKM — MYIIKa Jieria Ha BOMY, TMOAXBATWIO TeYeHHEM,
3aruisicajia KpacHoil Toukoil. Pa3BepHyn KamMeHb ¢ HAMOTaHHOM JiecKol Y3KOH JUIMHHOM
YaCThIO MO MOTOKY — TIOlILIa COCKAIb3bIBATh JiecKa BUTOK 32 BUTKOM. [ToHecsio MyllKy —
He TOHEeT, NePKUTCSl Ha TTIOBEPXHOCTU BOJBI.

Bot 1 nepekar — mnepeBanuia, ncyesia B OpbI3rax U MojioKe neHbl. [lokazanach 4yTh
HUXe, MEJUIEHHO TOIUIbLIa M0 CITIOKOWHOI BoJIE.

Bce. Bagum Hauvan HamaThiBaTh JiecKy Ha KaMeHb, TMONTSHYJ MYIIKY, TIOMSUI B
TaJTbIIaX, OTXKUMasl. PacTipaBuiI KOHIIBI, TTOOYJ Ha HUX.

— Thbl Tpu pa3a TUIIOHYTh He 3a0y/b! — HACMEUUIMBO KPUKHYJ Butanuii.

Baaum akkypaTHO omycTua MyLIKY Ha Bofy. [Tobexasia KpacHOI TOYKOI K MepeKary.
Huipuyna. Jlecka nepHynach. BanyM HempousBoiibHO caenan uiar Baepen. [Tockonb3Hycs
Ha KaMHe, TIpucesi, YTOObl He ymnacTh, Boma 3ayiuia 6onoTHUK. He mouyBcTBoBan. Ero He
ctayio. OH MpeBpaTuics B pyKy, KOTopasi olIylaeT HaTSIHYTOCTb JIeCKM, KaXXIblii ciaOblit
PBIBOK Ha ee KoHIlle. OCcTOpoXHO, Jepka JiecKy B Hatir, noueia kK oepery. Hamo Obuio
CITyCTUTBCS UyTh HIXE TMepeKkaTa v TOJbKO TOTJa BLIBOJUTH PHIOY.

Buranuit cyetuiicst psaom.

— bonbiras? He coppercs?

Bagum momyan. CrycTuiicss Ha MeTp HUXKe MepeKara, BbIOpas MeJKoe MEeCTO cpelu
PAacCCTYIUBIIMXCSl KaMHEl, Kyaa OyaeT BbIBOIWUThL pbiOy. MemieHHo BbiOupai jecky. Lllna
HaTSIHYTOM, HO Jierko. Y Bapyr — GellieHblii M3r10 CITMHbBI PHIObI, BOSHUKIIIMI Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH.
[TouyBcTBOBAIa METKOBO/IbE, TTOYYBCTBOBaAJA cBOlO cMepTh. PBasacs! He cnaBanace.

Eumie monrsanyn, eue...

3acThlia pbida B Bofie y caMblx HOT. OcTanoch MJIaBHBIM PbIBKOM BBIOPOCUTH HA KAMHU.

Mennun Banym.

Crosia B BOJle, pacTOMNBIPYB IJIABHUKU, €Jie 3aMETHO MoApadaThiBasi XBOocTOM. Teso
PBIOBI YyTh U3rMbaoch, Kak MpPYXWHa, KOTopas HaKallJMBaeT SHEPruio, 4ToObl 3aTeM
B30pBaThcsl OellleHbIM BerieckoM. OT pacTONBIPEHHBIX MJIABHUKOB IO XBOCTa Mpoderain
LIBETHBIE CITOJIOXU.

Hepuyn Bagum. Belnetena peiba Ha kamHu. 3abuinack. [TpunaBun Buranmit canorom.

— Xapwyc! 3nopossiit! Hy o1, Bagum, monogen!

Jlexama priba cpenu KamHel. Mcdesnu mBeTHbIe MepeluBhl. Biekimas vemrys. Por
CYJIOPOXKHO OTKPBIBAETCS — XBaTaeT BO3IYX.

BamynMm cmotpen. Mcuesnna Kpacora pBylleiicss HapyXXy SHEpPruu, TBIKCHUS, XKU3HU.
BoinepHymu M3 IpUBBIYHOM Cpefbl — TepeOPOCHIN Yepe3 TpaHuIly — OKas3ajach B MHOM
MMpe, Te CYIIeCTBOBaTbh HEBO3ZMOXHO, IJIe CMEPTh.

A Buranuit 3aBumoBai. [lorismbiBay Ha TlepeKaT, W TaK XOTeJIOCh CaMOMY ITyCTUTh
MYIIIKY ITO BOJZIe, OIIYTUTh PHIBOK JIECKH, KOTIa phIOa BO3bMET IIPUMaHKY, BEIBOIWTH K Oepery,
Ha MUT OIIYTHB ceOs eMUHBIM IIEJIBIM C PBYIIECS phIOON — IBe CWIIBI Ha KOHIIaX JIECKU,
IBa GellleHbIX XeJaHW: TTOMMaTh U BEIPBAThCS.

BamM He crielira cMoTall pa3dopocaHHYIo 10 KaMHSIM JIECKY, BHIMATEJIBHO OTJISACT 1
pacrpaBUI MYIIKY.

— Tenepn BbI? — mpoTaHya Butanuto.

— Ja mer... Tel 10BU, 10BU. £ cebe ceifyac 4To-HUOYAL MOJTOOHOE Clealo.

— 41 BHU3 TTO KaHBOHY X0UY MPOUTH. [TocMOTpeTh, UTO TaM Hajbllle.

Bagum BEPHYJICA IIOA BEYCDP. CosHlIe 3aBajUBaIOCh K TOPMU3O0HTY. ITocsexeno.
Havancs KOMElpI/IHHﬁ BBIJICT.
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— Hy u rae Te6s Hocuno? — cnpocun Konbka, korma Bagum moporten.

— Ilo Gepery e, Ha peKy cMOTpe.

BamuM cTSHYN carmor, MpUCTpOM Boasie KocTpa. OT ToJleHUIN moBatwi map. CHsUT
MOKpBIE HOCKU — CTYITHM Oejible, BBIMOYEHHBIC.

— Tam B MucKke Xapuyc XapeHbiii. [Toemns. [laBait momorpeto, — AHIpeit MOTOIBUHYJT
MUCKY ToOJIIKe K orHio. — Hy pacckasbiBaif, 4To BUIEIT.

— S, HaBepHOe, KMJIOMETPOB MATH Tpolei. TaM yxe Bce apyroe. Peka mmmpokas u
rybokas. TolqbKoO OTHO MecTo TMpoOJieMHOe — 3TO The MBI ¢ Butaauem puIOy JTOBWIH.
Hasplie Be3zie TUTBITh MOXKHO.

— A pbiba?

— Puiby Bunen? Ects? — Bie3 Buranuii.

— TBl coBceM Ha cBoeill pwibe cBuxHyicsa! IloiiManm OBYX Kapaceil, U yxXe
TTepeKJIMHIIO, — Bo3MyTwics Kosbka.

— PrIOy g He Buzen. 3aTo cHer BUae!

— Kakoit cHer?

— CHeXHUK TaM, cpenm ckaj. Sl GeperoMm 1mej... CKajabl BBICOYEHHBIE.
M B omHOM MecTe — CJIOBHO KapMaH B HUX. CJIOXHO OOBSICHUTh, CAMM 3aBTpa YBUIMTE.
S nymaro, 3UMOIT BETPOM CHeET HaIyBaeT, M OH TaM KOIMMTCS U JIEKUT B TeHU Bce JIETO.

— HWHurepecHo! JlagHo... naBaiite B jarepe Inpudepemcsa. — AHupeit Bctan. — Hamo
BellM coOpaTh, YTOOBI 3aBTpa YTPOM He BO3UThes. Thl, Bagum, cumu. Mbl camu.

Jenv namuwiii

— OtypoM Ha/io POXOJIUTh.

— Yero? Kakum emre orypom? — AHapeit 3mwica. Ha Houb cKopo Hago CTaHOBUTHCS,
a TyT 3Ta CTeHa.

YTpoMm, nuib TiepeBaquIM yepe3 Tepekar, TAe JOBWIM pbIOy, peka KakK C Lenu
copBajniach! [logxBaTuia, moHecja BIOJb M3JIOMAHHBIX TPEIIMHAMU BEPTUKATBbHBIX CTEH
KaHbOHA, B CEKYyHJy TPOMEIbKHYJ CHEXHUK, TNpPO KOTOPHI paccKasbiBas Bamum, —
paccMOTpPETh TOJIKOM He YCIeJId — W HEeOXUIaHHO BbIHECJa Ha IJIOCKOTUHY. 3aKOHYUIICS
KaHbOH, OCTaJICsl TI03aJ1, U peKa CJIOBHO BBIJIOXHYJIa — pa3jiwjiach IIIMPOKO U POBHO —
MOTSHYJICSI MHOTOKUJIOMETPOBBIN Tiec. KaTarcs jomouyku 1Mo Boje, MOATPaBISH XOI
Becsiamu Bpemsi oT BpemeHU. ComHiue cBetutr. Komapa Ha Boge Her. IlnbiBu, Gepera
paccMaTpurBaii.

Tax u ieun... Ho nmocteneHHO To oAuH, TO Apyroii Geper craHoBUiCS Kpyye. Peka
3aMeTajach, cTaja OUThbCSI O HUX, TTOIMBIBAS.

Bamernynuce BBepx Oepera. HoBbelii kanpoH! Boma 3a0ypiauia crosdeil BOJHOIM,
MoHecJa, 3aKkayaja JIOAKHU.

M mounwto: ¢ ogHoro Oepera HaBMcaeT MHOTOMETpPOBasl CTeHa, BCS U3pe3aHHas
BEPTUKAIBHBIMU OOPO31aMU ¢ KAMEHHOI OCHITIBIO Y OCHOBAaHMS; APYroit 6eper — MoJIOTui,
3apoc JepeBbsIMU, KOTOpPbIE MOXHO YXe Ha3BaTh JiecoM. KaxeTcs, Obercsi peka o
BEPTUKAJIBHYIO CTEHY KaHbOHA, TOBOPAYUBAET, PA3TOHSIETCS U ObeTCS B IPOTUBOIIONIOXHYIO.
Tak pa3 3a pazom, co 37100014, ¢ cwioi. PacTyT cTeHbl, OTTATKMBAIOT PEKy, HE AAalOT Teub
MPSIMO.

Kunut BonHa OypyHamu. BeipacTaioT cTossure BaJibl — BOT-BOT TUIECHET BOJia Yepe3
0OpT — MepeBaIMBaeT Yepe3 HUX Pe3nHKa, MonaaaeT B 3aCTONHBIN KOTes, KOTOPBIiA BCITyXaeT
Mmy3bIpeM U3 r1yOuHbl. Pa3zBopaunBaeT JIOAKY — MPUXOAUTCS BbITPeOaTh, CTABUTh HOCOM IO
TEYEHUIO.

M Bot BCcTaNM.

O0e 10K1 MPUTKHYJIMCH K TTOJIOTOMY Oepery Ha MeJTKOBO/Ibe. BhITalllniu HanmoJIoBUHY
U3 BOJbI, HA KAMEHUCTYIO POCCHITIb.
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Briepenu moTok co Bcelt MOILM, TOYTH MO/ IPSIMBIM YIJIOM, Omiics o ckay. [y ctosin
o/l OOpbIBOM — Oecriach peKa OT YHIDKEHHUSI, YTO He MOXET MPeoosieTh BOZHUKIIYIO Ha
IyTH Mperpamy.

C Xofly coBaTbCsl B 3TOT OYpJIsIINiA KOTesa Oblo cTpairHo. CMOTpeH...

— ToyHo OoOpTOM K cKajle TIPYXKMET U MepeBepHeT, — ckazay Buranuit.

— Ha. 3nech He BHITpedeM, He ycrieeM. [IpmkmeT TouyHo! — cornacuiicst Konbka.

— 4 ynran, — Havyan oObACHITH BaguM, — 4TO eciu MOTOK ynUupaeTcs MpsIMO B CKay,
HY>KHO TMOJONTH K Heli Tak, YTOObI, yAapUBIIKCh HOCOM, JIOAKA OTJIeTesIa U Tollia Obl yKe
KOPMOIi BIlepe] Mo MOTOKY.

— T'ne aro Th Takoe BeyMTan? Hy-ka, Hapucyit! — 3anHTepecoBayicst Konbka.

— CmMotpute, — Baaum MOKpBIM MasiblieM Havyajl pUcoBaTh Ha JIOAOYHOM OaJlJIoHe. —
Hano nonoiitu K cTeHKe BOT TaK, MOYTH IMOJI MPSIMBIM YIJIOM, TOT/A OT yapa JIOAKY OTOPOCUT
1 pa3BepHeT KOPMOIi Mo TeueHUI0. 3/1ech, KOHEYHO, Halo OyJeT MOArpecTH, MOMOYb JIOIKE
pasBepHYTHCS.

— A ut0? UHTepecHo! MoxHo morpoboBath, — KosibKa ¢ yBaxkeHUeM cCMOTpesl Ha
Baguma.

— 4 661 He puckoBai. [TorepsieM yac Ha oOHoce, 3aTO 6Ge3 MPUKIIOUYEHUI, — He
corjacwicst ¢ HUM AHpapeit. — Buranuii, Tel 4TO cKaxelb?

— 41 3a TO, YTOOBI MOIMpPOOOBATL MPOMTH Ha Jionkax. Belu mpuBs3aTh U camuM
pasaetbes. [lepeBepHeT — B BaTHUKE M OOJOTHUKAX JajleKo He YIIbIBEIIb!
Xouelib, Mbl ¢ Kosbkoii iepBeIMU MoimeM?

— Jla mpuyeM 3aech KTo niepBbiii? [IpocTo s cunTato, puck He ornpaBiaaH. Ha cBoro xomy
npukiaodyeHus uiem! JlagHo. XoTuTte ibITh — MOTUTbLIN!

— Ox! Boma-to xomomHasi, Mokpas! — 3anpuuutan Konbka, craruBas caroru. —
[Ipemnararo mobvKe APYT K APYTY UATH, YTOOBI MMOACTPAXOBATh ObLIO MOXHO, €CJIU KTO-TO
repeBepHeTCH.

— Ara! OHy JiofKy 60pTOM MPYKMET K CKaJle, BTopasi B Hee TOUHO BbeieT. BoT Becesio
oyner!

— He nucaii, Burans! Bee 6yner xopotio!

AHjpeit ¢ BagMoM OTIUTBLIM TIEPBBIMMU.

— Hy, naBaii npaBb, TeopeTUK! — cKeNTUYECKU XMBIKHYJ AHIpeii, ycTymnast Bagumy
MECTO Ha BecJiax.

TeueHue TyT e MOAXBATUIIO JIOJKY, ToHecso. [IpuTopmMaxuBas BecaaMu, YIepKuBaau
Hoc cTporo Mo TeyeHMo. CKOpocTh HapacTaia. 3akayajao Ha cTosiueld BosiHe. Brepemu
ropbamu BCIyXJIM Bajibl. 3aruiscaia peauHka. HelpHyJia HocoM Mo Basl, CTajlo pa3BopayuBaTh,
3apabotanu Beciamu. Hakpenuno. O6aano AHapest BOJHOI, MpoMoK Bpas. Boga — B jionky.
BeinpaBunu Hoc. Ycnenu.

Ckaya npubmmxkanrack. [10TOK Tymes W IIypiiiajl OTHOBPEMEHHO.

[Tate MeTpoB.

BonsiHast nblib B Bo3ayxe. AHApel MOAXBATWI BeCJIO, MPUTOTOBWIICS OTIIMXHYTHCS OT
CKaJTBI.

BamM ciesait mBa MOIITHBIX TpeOKa MpaBbIM, 3aTOHSIST BOY ol KopMy. JIonKy Havdajio
pa3BopaynBaTh, CTABUTH ITOINIEPEeK MTOTOKA, M B 3TO BpeMs HOC YIapHICsS O cKay. TpsaxHyIo.
Hx orbGpocwiio Ha MeTp OT CKaJbl W pa3BepHYJIO KOpMOW To TedeHUIo. IlomxBaTuiio,
TTOHECTIO BIOJIb OOpHIBa W BBIHECIO Ha CEepPeAMHY ITOTOKA.

IMpockounnu!

— CmMmotpu! — 3aKkpuyaj AHIpeii.

3aBanuBasch TO OTHUM, TO APYTMM OOPTOM U yepnas Bomy, joaka Buranus u Konbku
npudIMKanachk K cKaje.

— Tgoro xe Matb! — BoeIpyTajica Bagum. — OHu X o octpbiM yrimoM 3axonsar! Kymga?
Hano mox rynmeim! He mpoiimyT!
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Jlonka ymapwiach HOcOM O cKajy, Mpockpebia Mo Hell W TMpureyaraiach 60pTOM.
MyXXuKu 3aCyeTUINCh, CTapasiCh BecJaMU OTIMXHYThCSl OT ckajibl. He monyvanocs.

— IponuxuBaiite BAOAL! — Kpuuyaa AHIpeil, CTIOBHO €ro MOIJIM yC/bIIIATh.

Bnpyr ionka ciBuHyaach, OyaTO YTO-TO €€ OATONKHYJI0 CHU3Y. PBIBKOM NpOoIBUHYJIACh
Ha MeTp BIOJb CKalbl, yeprnaHyia 6oproM. Konbka He ynepkaics, MOBUIWICS CIIMHON B
Boay. Buranuii, OpocuB Becia, IByMsI pyKamMu yNMpascs B CTeHy, cTapasiChb MPOMUXHYThb
JIONKY.

IMouwta, momuwa moTuxoHbKy! Konbka aepkayicsl 3a BepeBKY, MPOTSIHYTYIO BIOJb
OOpTOB, O/IHA TOJIoBa U3 BoIbl Topyasia. OTopBasicst 6OpT OoT cTeHbl. OOpa3oBasics MEeHHbIN
npocseT. [logxBaTuio, moHecsa0 JOAKY BIOJb. BeiHec 0 OuXke K cepeuHe MOToKa.

3apabotan Buranuii Becaamu, ctapasich MPUOUTHCS K MPOTUBOMOIOXKHOMY ITOJIOTOMY
Oepery.

Bagum ¢ AHapeeM NMpUCTAIU TTEPBBIMU.

Butanus npoHecao MeTpoB Ha ABaILIATh HIKE.

Kosbka Opest Mo MeJKOBOIbIO, OCKAIb3bIBAsSICh HA KaMHSIX.

— Becino ynyctuit, — roxasoBasics, BBIOUBast ApoOb 3ydamMiu. — A Bbl JIUXO ITPOCKOYMIIN!

— Konbka 1aBHO TMOMBITbCSI XOTeJl — BOT ciyyail U mpeictaBwics! — Buranuii
JIOBOJIHO YJIbIOAsICS.

— XpeH ¢ HuM, c¢ Beciiom! I'nmaBHoe, Bce xuBbl! OueHb 3amep3? Bamum, crimpr
JIoCTaHb, — CyeTWIcsl AHApel, paaysch, 4To Bee obonuiock. — Celiyac Mbl TeOsl pa3oTpem!

— He... s nyuiie BHyTps! BuTtanuk, 6pock MHe onexny. Hy, ny6ak! — KonbKy Tpsicio.

— Moxer, Koctep? — npemioxi Banyum, nporsrusast Konbke uiskKy ¢ pa3oaBieHHbIM
CIIUPTOM.

AHnpeil ornsigencs.

— Het. Mecto mns ctosiHku noraHoe. Tol Kak, Kosb, ellle 4acoK BbIAECPXKHUIIL?

— 41 ceituac ellle 4yTOK MaxHy U niecHu neth oymy! [Tyckait MeHst Butanst Ha togouke
KaraeT — s noctpanasiuuii! ITornbuim.

Jlonku nutu no pexe Apyr 3a APYroM, Kak NnpuBsizaHHbie. KoibKa v BIIpaBy NOIbITAICS
MpoopaTh KaKylo-To TMECHI0, HO BCKOpPE 3aTHX.

[MnaBHOI1 TIeHTOI, U3rMOaMU MPHKUMAsACh K OOPBIBUCTHIM OeperaM, KUIlsg OypyHaMH,
peka Hecjia JIonku ObIcTpo U poBHO. [lolen poBHBIN yyacToK, M TeyeHUe cpasy CTajo
cnabee. Ilo eBomy Oepery — JiecoKk — JiepeBlia YyaxJible, HU3KOpocable, HO MHoro. Jlec,
HacTosimii jec! Ilo mpaBoMy — 0OOpbIB, HO HEOOJIBILION, MeTpa TPU, U3bENEH, Pa3MbIT
pyubsiMM. Pacrmagku TMosioro yXoAsT BBEpX, U OTKPBIBAETCSl TYHIApa, CIMBAIOLIASCS C
TOPU30OHTOM.

— Cwmotpu! Kro 310? — Banum tpoHyn AHapes 3a 1uiedo. — KeHinyuHa!

Boibexxana u3 Jyieca. [lo kaMeHUCTOMy OeuyeBHUKY K Boje. 3aluia IO KOJIEeHO,
OCTyNWJIach, 9yTh He ynaja. MalleT pyKamu.

AHZpeil pe3KMM MPOTUBOXOJIOM Beces pa3BepHYI JIOAKY, morped K Gepery.

Ha BTOpOI1 JTOIKE 3aMETIIIH — CJISIOM.

TxHyIMCHh OMTHOBPEMEHHO HOCaMU, MPOCKPeOIn Mo KaMHSIM 4yTh HIDKE TOrO MecTa,
IIe B BOIE 3aCThlla XKeHIIMHA.

— Henka, — menmnyn Aunpeit Bagumy. — Jlogky BBITSIHU.

Crosa Bce Tak 3Xe, MO KOJIEHO B BOJE, PYKM OIyCTHJIa — YK€ He MallleT, HO U He
TTOIXOIUT — OlTacaeTcs.

Mononas. Illnpokockyias, 3aropenas. Bolockl 4epHbIe, B XBOCT Ha 3aTBITKE COOPaHH.
BanaxoH — cepo-KOpUYHEBBIN, CTapblii Ha HEell, B 3arutaTax OeIbIX, MOAITOSCAHHBII TOHKUM
YepHBIM PEMEIIKOM, JJIMHHBI — MOA0JI B BOJE.

— Magam! — nipoopan Konbka. — S cuacTinuB npuBeTcTBOBaTh Bac!

— 3aTKHUCH Thl! — pasnpaxkeHHO TocoBeToBai Buranuii. — He myraii ee.

— Tak oHa mo-HalreMy, noau, He moHnMaeT? Tysemiisl! Ceityac OymneM Ha CTEKITSIIITKT
Mexa BbIMEHUBATh!
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Baaum 3aBopoxkeHHO cMoTpesi. DTa XeHIIMHA, HeOXUIaHHO BbiOeKaBllas U3 Jeca Ha
Oeper M cToBIIas MO KOJEHO B BOje, M3MEHWIA MPUBBIYHYIO pealbHOCTh. Tearp. CleHa.
PacnaxHyscs 3aHaBec, OTKPBLICS IPYTOii, 3aralouHbIil MUp, O CYIIIECTBOBAHUU KOTOPOTO He
JlorajibiBaJICS].

Pazpancsa cobaunii nait, 3aTuBUCTHIN, Onu3kuii. OGopBacs.

AHJIpeii He criellla 11leJ MO MeJKOH rajibke, Mo caMoil KpoMmKe Oepera, cTapasch
pPaccMOTpeThb, UTO CKPBIBAETCS 3a JAEPEBbSIMM.

KenuiuHa BbIlUla Ha G6eper U cTosula, OXUIas, KOraa MogouieT.

— Teonorn? — mepBoe, YTO cHpocCHIa.

— 3npaBctByiite! Het. ITpocTo TypucThI.

— Typucram crofa He 100paThesl, — MpPOU3HecIa 3aJyMYMBO, C HEIOBEPUEM.

— Tak MBI 31eCh clTy4aifHO OKa3aJIMCh. XOTEJIU MO OJHOI peKe CIIaBUThCS, a MoNnaau
BOT Ha 3Ty. Kak oHa Ha3bIBaeTcs, KcTaTu?

CiioBHO He cibllaia. PaccMarpuBana AHapesi, My>KMKOB, HOBbIE JIONKHU.

M tonbKo ceityac AHapeli pasmises, 4To COBCeM MoJioas, IeBUOHKA ellle, HABEPHOE. ..

— JlekapcTBa ecTb?

— CMOTps Kakue... — HeollpelleIeHHO OTBeTWI AHIpeil. — A 4TO CIyuyusoch?

— Jlena... YMupaet, — npousHecsa ClOKONHO, KaK-TO OObIAEHHO.

— 41 Bpau. I'me nen-to?

— Jlexwur.

CHoBa 3anasiia cobaka.

— Hy uro? IMoiitneMm mocMoTpuM TBoero neaa? Beau.

XKeHuimHa noBepHysiach, TMoliljia B CTOPOHY Jieca.

AHApel KpUKHYJI:

— Konbka, Bagum — BbI ocTaBalitech y 1ogoK. Buranmii, naBait co MHoIi!

IMpouuu 3apociu MBHSKA M OKasalWch Ha HEOOJBLIOW MojsiHe, oOpaMieHHOM
YaxJIbIMU eIKaMu M Oepe3aMM, MO-CeBEpHOMY Y3JOBATBIMU U CKproueHHbIMU. C Kparo
MOJISTHBI OTKPBIBaJICS TIporajl — ObLIO BUJHO PpeKy — BbIPbIBAJach M3-TOJ HABUCAIOIIETO
Oepera, Oypinia, cBepKaja BOJIHOM Ha COJHIIE, Hecaach Kyna-To.

Ha nonsiHe cTosi1 yyM, MOKPBITHIN TO JIM OPE3eHTOM, TO JIM CTAPbIMU MOCEPEBIIMMU
OT BpeMeHHU LIKypamu. Hebosnblilioit, MeTpa 4yeThipe B TUaMeTpe, My4yoK KOJbeB ThIUeTCs B
Hebo, OyATO BEHUK MepeBEepHYIU.

JlepeBsiHHbIE HAPThl — BBICOKUE, BHITSHYThIE, PACTIOPKU MO/ HAKJIOHOM — KPacuBbIE,
Juist 6era coznaHbl. Elle oqHM — MepeBepHyTHl — Ha HUX, KaK Ha BelllaJiKe, CYIIATCs LIKYPhI.
BoH kyueii ojleHbU pora, Kakue-To TPSIIKU. ..

B ctopoHe, Mexny AepeBbsSMM, BepeBKa HATSHYyTa — CETH CYIIATCsl, BUCST cepoi
CKOMKaHHOI mayTuHoi. BoH ellle BepeBKa — IIMaThl OJEHWHBI CBUCAIOT, KHUPIMUYHO-
KpacHBle, OOBeTPEeHHBIE, B TIIYOOKUX TOpEe3ax.

KocTpuine moryxinee, yrid HOASPHYTH CEPBIM TEIIOM, TOJBKO C Kparo JBIMOK ejle-
ene... Bokpyr BBITONTaHO, O 3¢MJIM, O KaMHS.

HBe cobakm — Jlaiiku — 4YepHble ¢ OelbIM — KaK M3 OfgHoro momera. OmHa —
pacIuractaiach JXUBOTOM IO 3eMJTe, TIOJIOKHB TOJIOBY Ha TTepeIHME JIAITbI, a 3aJHUEe CMEIITHO
BBITSHYTBI, U HET eil leia Mo NpulleAiux. JIpyras — CUAUT psSaoM, TOAEPTUBaeT MEJIKO
YXOM, CMOTPUT HACTOPOXXEHHO.

Hen nexa Ha CITMHe, Ha TTOICTeJIEHHOM IIKype, Bodjie yyMa. M3namu kazamock — rpyna
Tpsmbs. ['psi3HO-cepast Maiilia, MeXOM BHYTpPb, OecchopMeHHasI, IMpoKast U JUTUHHasl, Kak
HOoYHas pybaxa. ['0JIOBY 3aKpbIBaeT KaITIOIIIOH, BOT OH — MeXOM Hapyxy. ToJlbKo cemast
GopoaKa BHOHA, 3a7pajiach K HeOy.

AHIIpeil HaKJIOHWICS, BCTal Ha KoJleHH. OTTSHYJT BeKO, TOIIYTa IyJIbC.

— JlaBHO 6e3 co3HaHUS?

— VY1pom ynan. CobakaM KopM pesas, cama. Ho cHavana eunie roBopwi. Ckasal,
TTOJIEXXUT U BCTaHET.
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— A nouyemy He B yyme? CUJl He XBaTWJIO 3aHeCTU?

— OH «HeTr» ckazan. Ckasan: «31ech jexarb oyay». [Torom monpo6oBan Bctath. He
MOJTYYUIOCH, YITaJl JULIOM B 3eMIto. Mbryai. Pykoit ckpe0. S He Tporana. LlIkypy nocrenuna
U TiepeBepHyJia Ha criuHy. He roBopui Gosibliie. XoTesa B YyM TalluTh. Bbl mibiBeTe...

— SlcHo. 3Hauur, Tak... Buranuii, ayit Ha Geper, ckaxu pedbsTaM, MyCTb ITOCMOTPSIT
MecCTO ISl Jlarepsl U pasrpyxaloTcs. A MHe MPUHECH SIIUK C JIeKapcTBaMHU.

— MoxeT, HoueBaTh cloja Tpuaete? — TMpou3HecIa HEYBEepPeHHO, CJIOBHO
coMmHeBaslack. — Ha Gepery — kamuu. ITnoxo.

AHzpell orsaaen IOJsSHY.

— MoxHo u 3neck. Ha ToM Kpato nayatky noctaBum. Koctpuilie ecThb, JpoBa ToXe.

Buranuii yiiesn. OHu octanuck BasoeM. Momuanu. AHApei cues Ha KOpTouKax nepen
JiexxallM Ha 3emJyie TejoM. OHa ctosuia psaoM. CMayHO 3eBHyJa cobaka.

— Ywmper? Cepate?

— Jla HeT... D10, MoXoXe, UHCYIbLT. KpoBousnusiHue B MO3T U, TTO-MOEMY, OOLIMPHOE.
Bb1 3neck BaBoem? Bosibliie B3pociibix HeT?

— Her. { u gena.

— A croiiouiue? Mnu uro Tam y Bac? Hy... tae moau...

— Jlanexo. Henento Ha ojeHsIX HAJO...

— 30ByT-TO TeOS Kak?

— Bepa. Ilo-Baiemy.

— Mens Auapeit vy asas AHapeit, Kak 0osblie HpaBurtces. laBaii Mbl ¢ ToOoi1, Bepa,
eMy pyoaxy BBepx nogHumeM. [locayiath Hago. — U ynpexnas ee mopbiB: — OcTOpoxHO!
He HyxHO 111eBenuTh ceitvac.

Hen 6b11 XyapiM U MasieHbKUM. [lof 3ajpaHHOI BBEpX MasIMIIei oKa3aluch OObIYHbIE
3aHOULICHHbIE TPEHUPOBOYHbBIE ILTAHBI, & HA HOraX BBICOKKME MEXOBbIE UYJKHU MO KOJIEHO,
MojBsI3aHHbIE BepeBouKaMU. ['osas rpy/b, BIajablil KeAThIi1 XKUBOT.

Bepnyncs Buranuii.

Ha 3zemie — 4yepHasi KopoOKa ¢ JieKapcTBaMHU, CTETOCKOI MOOJIeCKUBAET 3epKalbHbIM
IJ1a30M, 3apbIBIIMChH B KJIOYOK HEBBITONTAHHOIO OETOMOIIHMKA.

AHnpeil corHyscs Haa AeIOM, KOJIET UTJION BEHY.

Jlec, peka, yykue HEeMOHSITHBIE JIIOIU, YyXkoe rope. Kak-To yxapcku, mo-cBOHCKH, 1O
rnepeKaTaM peka BbIHecIa UX B UYKYI0 3aITyTaHHYIO XKU3Hb — BBITUIECHYJIa, BBIKMHYJIA Ha 3Ty
OTMEJb.

— Ecnu s Tebe He HyXeH, Toliay pedsTaM ITOMOTY...

— Tel ny4yiie kocTpoM 3aiimuck. Boaa ropsiuas mnotpedyetcs.

— Jlymana — XUTHUKU, — TIpousHecia Bepa, korga Buranuii otoren.

— Kro?

— O71H... KaMHU HiIyT. [IpomaroT moToM. ATaThl 371eCh.

— Her. TypucTsl. §I e ToBOpIo — Hac clIyJaifHO Ha 3Ty peuKy 3aHecsio. BepTromeTynku
ommoch. Mbl Ha BoHry sieTesmu. A BEIOpocwiIu 31ech. T Tak M He OTBETHIIa — KaK peyKa-
TO HasbIBaeTcsa? K smromssM MBI 110 Hell BBIMimemM?

OHa Tipon3Hec/Ia 9YTO-TO TOPTaHHOe W HEBHATHOE M JOOaBWIIA:

— Ilo-Bamemy — Csetyias.

Xononano. Beimyno komapa.

OTOT WIMHHBIN NeHb cBepThiBajics. [Ipsiyach B pakoBMHe HOYM. 3bIOKas TpaHb
Tiepexo/ia U3 OTHOTO COCTOSTHUS B IPYTOe YyBCTBOBAIACH BO BCEM, He TOJIBKO B HACTYTUICHUH
CcyMepeK.

Cobaku — B CTOpOHe OT Bcero, camu 1o cede. [Tombitancst Konbka mo3HaKOMUTBCS,
TSHYJT PYKY ¢ KyCKOM XJieba — He XOTSIT, OTOeraloT, 3y0bl KaXyT.

TonbKo KocTep TOPUT Becelio. BeITuiecKUBaeTes TuiaMsl, JIMXKET JHUIIE 3aKOITIEHHOTO
yaifHrKa. CUIUT PSIIOM Ha KOPTOYKax MoJIofast HeHKa, TOMELNBACT JIOXKKOM, TPUKPYYEHHOM
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MPOBOJIOKOM K JJIMHHOW MajiKe, KaKoe-TO BapeBO B OOJIBIIOI MOMSTON ¢ OmHOro 6oka
KacTploJie, CTOSILIEN Ha KaMHSIX.

Haneren Berep. Boimyn meren ¢ kocTpa. 3aropoauia HeHKa JIMIIO PYKOM. YHeco
KOMapbe — OyATO M He ObuIo. 3aurpanu Gepe3bl BETBSIMM, 3aTpereTaii O0eCIIOMOIIHOM
JIMCTBOI. BhIpBasica U3 pyk MoJjior majaTku — XJIOIMHYJ TITYXO.

IMomowen Anpapeii:

— JaBaiite, pedgTa, B 4yM ero IepeHeceM. Koib, Gpe3eHT BO3bMMU.

Paccrenunu 6peseHt. HeHka TyT ke KpyTUTCS, IOMOYb X0o4eT. MellaerT.

— IMomnumaem! AkkypaTHO, MemieHHO. Kiagem Ha Ope3eHT. — caM TOJIOBY PYKOit
nomuepxuBaeT. — Tak! Basuin 3a kpas. [ToHecnn.

B uyme temHo. CTeHKM cyxXaloTCcS K IObIpe B IMOTOJIKE — MPOABIXY — TIE IIECTh
cxomsitesa. OTTyma M cliaOblii cBeT Yepe3 oTBepcTHe. JlolaThiil 1Mo, Koe-Tae MOKPHITHIN
CTapbIMM JpaHBIMU IIKypaMH, HO JOCKM BCe paBHO TMporisasiBaloT. [locepennHe —
MaJleHbKas XeJie3Has TleukKa, BhICOKasl 3aKoImueHHas1 Tpyoa — BBepX. Ha nmeuke — vailiHUK,
CTaphlii, HO BBIYUILEHHBI, HE 3aKOIMUEHHBI, KPHIILIIKa YyaHass — ¢ muMnouykoil. Kakas-to
KacTpIOJisl BPOJe CpeHea3snaTCKoro KasaHa, HO ¢ py4YKoii.

3a MeyKkoii, BIOJb ITPOTUBOITOJIOXHOM OT BXOJAa CTEHbI, IBE JIEXKaHKU — HU3KUE, YYTh
BO3BBILIAIOTCS Haja TosioM. Han Toii, 4To 1moGoJibliie, OTKUHYTHI ¢ OJHOTO Kpas IOJIOT,
CIIMTHIN U3 MpocThiHeil. OObIYHBIC, OeJible B BeCENblil 1IIBETOYEK — CUHHUE, PO3OBHIC, IO
3acTUpaHHON MATO TKaHM. M oTKphiTas jexaHka psaom. OO6e 3acTejieHbl OJCHBUMU
mkypamu. 1o n1Be MomyllIKy Ha KaXIoi — HaBOJIOYKHU B TOT XK€ BECEJIbIi 1IBETOUYEK.

Huskas ckameeuka Bo3Jie NeuKu; py>kbe — ABYCTBOJIKA, TIPUKJIa] BHITEPT, JOCHUTCS —
MO/IBEIIICHO Ha I1IeCTe; CYHIYK KaKOM-TO BHU3Y — HET, HE CYHIYK — BBIOYHUK IreOJIOTMYECKUIA,
cTaphlii — Kpacka 00J1e3i1a; onexnia B yriry — KomoM. CBepXy KHIXKKa Kakasi-To IoTperaHHasl,
CTpaHULIBI MMOBBLIa3WIN. Bot Bpoae u Bee...

— Bagnm, nonuti! Yro TeI 3acThu1? — 1mernoroM no3aji Konbka. — Twl Bumen, Kakue
Yy Hero pyku? — CIIpOCHJI, KOTrJla OTOLIIA OT YyMa.

— ¥ koro? — He 1noHsu1 Baaum.

— Jla y crapuka! DTo He pyKHU — BTO CIUIOLIHAsS MO30JIb!

IMocnennum BoIen AHapeii. 3agepHy 3a coboii moJior Ha Bxoje. [Togoliien K KocTpy,
Mpuces Ha KOPTOUKU.

Kopmuna Henka. [Toxie6Ka M3 oJleHUHBI M BapeHOW KapTolnku. OJleHWHa XKecTKas,
xwrctast. Cumelia Ha KOPTOYKax 9yTh B CTOPOHE, Opajia M3 MHCKU MSICO pyKaMu.

CKOMKaHHBII ObUT ykMH. be3 OOBIYHBIX IIYyTOYEeK W TMomHavek. Jlaxke crupT Muiu
Mouva. [pemtoxwmm u eit. Otkazanachk. CoOpajia Ips3HYIO TTOCYIy M yIIUIa MBITh Ha PEKy.
Bort Torma 4yTh OXWBHIUCH.

— PacckasbiBaii, yTo y3Han? — mornpocwi AHapest Buranuii.

— Tpu HoBocTH. [IBe xopoluue U ofaHa rutoxas. C yero HaYMHaTbH?

— Magaii ¢ mioxoil, — He pa3myMbIBas oTo3Bajicsi Kombka.

— ¥ nena uncyawT. [Togo3pesato, 4To oOLIMpHBIA. botock, He BeKuBeT. JItoaeit psaom
HeT. OCTaBJIATh UX OMHMX Hellb3sl. OHa — coBceM ellle AeBYoHKa. Hamo 3amepskaThest 31ech.
Bce cornachHbi?

— Ha ckonbko? — cripocun Bagym.

— 41 ve T'ocniogs bor, — AHpapeit moxait Tuieyamu. — Jlymaro, oHS 3a JBa, 3a TPU BCe
pelmTes...

— TlonsarHo. Tenepb naBaii xopouiue!

— Peuxa... Cetutoit HasbIBaeTcs. [1o-MXHeMy — He BRITOBOPUTH. M TTomasin Ml clofia. ..
Pebsra! Bee o63aBumytores! 3akpbiTast peKa — JIBOMHON 3aKa3HUK IO CEMTe U MO araTtam.
MecTHBIM MOXHO. VX TeppUTOpHs, OHM TYT UCTIOKOH BEKOB XMBYT. A TaK... — MBIIIb He
npockouuT! Creperyr.

— IMonoxmun, Aumgpiox! Peiba — 3TO X0Opolllo, Jaiblie-To 4To?
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— 41 moHan Tak: 1IecTh AHEH xoma, Hy, MoXeT, ceMb, CBeTiias BramaeT B MHoury.
HMuavra — OGonbllasg peka. MBI BBIIIBIBAEM IMOYTU Y YCThS. TOJNAHS XOAa — ITOCEJIOK.

Tam — Bce: moyTa, MarasmHbl W Jaxe MeCTHBIM asporopt. KuBem, Opatsa! Iloutn
BBIOpauch!
— Hy... ITo aTomy nioBomy... — Butanuii mogxBaTit GIIsDKKY Y IPUHSIICS pasIvuBaTh 110

KpyxkaMm. — Eliie 661 gen okjiemMascs, u Bce Obl BooOlLe ObLIO B axype!

Bepa nerna He pazneBasich. SITYIIKY He CHsIIa, TOJBKO YMKH.

[Mosor 3aBecuiia, Kak OyATO cTapajach 3TOW 3aCTUPAHHON MPOCTBIHEN OTTOPOIUTHCS
oT Bcero Imioxoro. CeepHyimachk KamadyukoM. Criyinana gema. ToT XpurreTh Havad. XoTelsa
TTOITH MO3BaTh TOTO B3pOCI0oro — AHIpes, Ho Ael repecTai. [lomorinia, mociyiaia — Bpoje
IBIIINAT POBHO.

OHa yXe CMHPWIIach C TeM, 4TO Ilell yMpeT. Bce BOKpyr Hee ymuparoT. OnsTh OTHA.
CHavana poguresin. OHa MayieHbKast 6bputa. [ToMHIMIIa TOJIBKO, KaK ¢ TeTKOM Ha Geper Mopst
BCcTpevyaTh XOmWIn. VIATH OGBUTO TSDKENIO — IMeCOK M IUIaBHUK OeNblid, BPOCIIWA B 3TOT
MeCOK, — TepecTyNnaTh MPUXOIWIOCH, Tepejie3aTh Yepe3 Kopsru. M BeTep Bce Bpemst ¢ Mops
Iys1. BpbI3ru ¢ BOmHI...

P16y onm oBwn. CeT Ha MOpe CTaBWIU, 3aTOHBI. YTOHYIIH.

Tetka k cebe B3sta. Bmosas. [btoias. Tpu roga ¢ Heil mpoxuia. B 1kony B mocenke
xomwra. Tam IBa Kitlacca — JUTSI COBCEM MAJIGHBKHX M IUIA TeX, KTO yXe YMTaThb yMeeT.
Xopolias 6bUTa IIKOJIa ¥ yIYUTETbHUIIA XOpolasl.

Ymepna tetka. [Toxenrtera Bes, M XXUBOT pasayics. Kpuyaira oyeHb Tiepes; CMepThIO,
pyraiachb...

B unTepHat otnanmu. He xotena. Ye cpociiach ¢ TTIOCETKOM, POITHBIM cTajl. Beex 3Haa,
Kaxayro cobaky... OrBesnu. Cepslii neHb 0bul1. Jloxxauk. Beproner mpuneren...

HHTepHAT B pa3pyllleHHOM MOHACTBIpe pacrojiarajics. A ellle paHblile, TOBOPST, TaM
cyMaciemuux aepxanu. CBO3MIM co Beelt obiacTu. Termepb BOT X, CHPOT... 3a0pollleHHOe
mecto. Jlo ITuHern KrutoMeTpoB nBaaiath. Bot Tam Gbiio 1utoxo. Pycckue peGsita XOpoBOIMIIH.

IMonpyxek He Obulo. Kak-To Tam He apyxuiu... Beokupamu. W ecTh Bce Bpems
xoTesioch. He 3Haua, 4to y Hee nen >kuBoii. OH TTOTOM oObsSBWICS. 3abpal.

IMonavany ee He Tporanu. Xymas Obula, MajeHbKasl. Tojbko Ounu. M3HacuioBaiu
TepBBI pa3, Korla yXe 4eThpHAIIaTh WCIONHWIOCh. HeT, oHa 3Hasia, 9YTO NEeBYOHOK
HaCWIYIOT, OCOOCHHO HEeHOK. Pycckux He BceX... OTKpBITO ObLT0. [laxke MO30pHBIM Cpenn
JEBYOHOK He cyuTasiock. CToBHO urpa Takas. 2Kectokast, Ho urpa. [lepeteprniets Hamo. Benb
€O BCEMU TaK... WJIY ITOYTHU CO BCceMU. DTO KaK MeCSIYHBIe. .. HeTPUSATHO. TyT BaxkHO IpyToe...

3aBoauioit y Hux Banbka Yxo 6bu1. [lapeHek 3moit, nep3kuii. Kpacussbiit naxe, eciau
OBl He OIHO YXO OTTONBIpeHHOoe. Ho OH BHMMaHMs Ha 3TO He obpallall, eMy BooOIle Bce
nodur 6puT0. Jlaxke TexX, KTO cuibHee ero, He Gosuics. B mpake craHoBwicst GellleHBIM —
BeChb B KPOBHU, a Jie3eT U Jie3eT, OCTAHOBUThCS He MoXeT. Ero mobanBaauce.

Hx torma yerBepo 6bu10. [Tomomnnmy. BaHbka cKBO3b 3yOHBI CITFOHOM IMKHYJT. Pasmoxmm
Ha ctosre. OHa 0co00 M He CONTPOTUBIIsLIach. Tak... it nopsinka. M 60jbHO He GBLTO, TOJBKO
MPOTUBHO-MOKPO U CTBIIHO, YTO ApYyrre cMOTpAT. OHM YTO-TO TaM TOBOPWJIM, pXKajiu, HO
cjioB He 3anioMHmIa. Kak B TyMaHe. CKopee OBl 3aKOHYMIIOCH.

Yepes mAeHb OHM BIBoeM Tofonutd. [loBenw Ha pa3pylleHHYIO KOJOKOJIBHIO. Tam
TPSIITbe cTapoe Ha GUTHIX Kuprdax. M Bce moBTopmtock. ToJTbKo OHa yxKe caMa JieTyia 1 HOTH
pasoeuHyiTa. Eif Kazalock, 94To yXXe Bce — OHHM ee CIIOMAJIM, Telepb oTcTaHyT. Kak xe!
BanbKa 1o orie TToXJIomai 1 cKa3ajl, YTOOBl Be4epoM MPUXOIMIa B MaTbIUIICYBIO TTaJIaTy.

Bort aToro oHa u 6ostack. BEIII0 HECKOJIBKO TEBYOHOK, KOTOPhIe HOYaMU TyIa XOIVIIH.
CHavasa peBejH, XaJIOBaJINCh, CHHSIKU IMTOKAa3bIBAJIN. A TTOTOM KaK OYITO TYIIeIM — HUIETOo
WX He WHTepecoBajio, KaK TPSIIKM CTAHOBWIMCH: CKaXelllb IMOUTH — TIOWAYT, CKaXKelllb
TPUHECTH — TIpUHecyT. [lycToTa B Ti1azax.

Crosuta y oKHa, cMoTpesia. [IBop BBHITONTaHHBIN, KIyMOa 3apociiias, 3a60p 4epHbIA
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3aBayiBaeTcs. Karm Mo cTeKiIy MeIIeHHO IToN3yT, JeHnBo. CXommia Ha KyxHio. Tam TeTs
IMons — TojcTast, Kak GOYOHOK, M JeBYOHKHU NeXypHBle. Hox B3suta.

Banbka no kopumopy 1ies1. OnuH. Xopolio, YTO OIUH, €CJIM ObI ¢ KOUTON — 3aTONTAaJIH.
W 3nocTy wuti o6msl He yyBcTBOBaja. [Ipocto Tak 6610 Hamo. Co Beeii CHITHI 3acaamia HOX
B HOTYy, 4yTh HIKe Maxa. OH ycITeNl ymapuTh, mpexne 4eM ymai. Otnerena. Hoc pasomn
CWJIBHO.

Ero B 60nbHUILy yBe3nu. JlozHaHMe npoBoAIn — KTo, Kak? Bece momuanu. Cryctunm
Ha TopMoszax. Uepe3 Hememio BepHyJca. Xpomain. K wHeit He momomien. M apyrme He
romxomwiy. OmHa OHa ocTajlach, CJIOBHO IMOJ KOJITAKOM CTEKJISTHHBIM: OHa €CTh, HO e He
3aMmevaroT. CHavalda OBIJIO HEYIOTHO, TOTOM INIPHMBBIKIIA, JaXke HPaBUThCSI CTAIO 3TO
BBIHYKIEeHHOE oMMHOYecTBO. LlenbiMu THAMU B OMOIMOTEKe ¢ KHUKKAMU ITPOCKKUBAJIA.

Tak u xuna, noka aea He oobsBwiIcs. Hauanach apyrast >ku3Hb. [OHsSIM ¢ HUM OT
croitbuilia K croiouiry. MHrepecHo! Bce Bpemsi MmecTa HOBBIE... JIIOAM HOBBIE.

Hen 3ameBemmics? Bekounna OBICTPO, OTKUHYJA TIOJOT Hall JIEKaHKOM, BKITIOYMIIA
donapuk. Her, Bce Tak xe. Hakinonunace. Jpimr! MHTEpecHo, 4To OBl 51 6e3 HUX aeiaia?
ITosesna 6b1 ero? Her, gaxe mymaTb 06 3ToM He xouy! YMpeT, a gajblile Kak XUTh?

DroT1-TO, MOJToNo, — cMOTpuUT! Kak Ha 3BepyllIKy KaKylo TUKOBUHHYIO. A MOXET, S
eMy TTOHpaBWIach?

BamyM 1m1e1 1o Gepery, 1o caMoii KpoOMKe, XpYCTelIM KaMyIIKY 1o cartoramu. Lllymera
peKa — pOBHO, MOHOTOHHO. CBeXeCThIo IMaxiio, 6pbisraMu. Houb — He HOUb, TaK — ITO3IHKE
cyMepku. ITomoca Heba BIlepean JIMMOHHO-Oeltas.

Bo30y:kmeHue oT MPOKUTOTO THSI, OT BBIITUTOTO CIIMPTa He MPOXOIMIIO. XOTeJI0Ch YTO-
TO cejiaTh, YTO-TO PEIUThb, TTOHATh... HO HeMemieHHo! JIeHCTBUS XoTeoch, NeiicTBYs!

HBamateiii Bex! JItomm XuBYT B Jiecy, Ha IIKypaXx CIAT, OISXIY M3 IIKYP HOCST, TTHUIILY
Ha KocTpe rotoBsIT. bpen! A eciu on ymper? Kak ona? OgHa octaHercsi? Pogurenu y Hee
€CTh WJIW POICTBEHHUKM Kakue-HuOymb? Y 9to? Bero ocTaBiyrocs XXu3Hb OJIEHEl 1o TYHIpe
roHsaTh? OHa e xopollasi, KpacuBas! Moiogasi coBceM...

U Bopyr kak ozapenue! [laxke octaHoBwics. Hano ee ¢ co6oit B3sTh! OHa ke He BUeIa
Huyero! A yro? Kpnaum Bce: Hajio KUTh He IS cebsl, ToOpo JIroasM HecTu. Bot oHO — TO
camoe no6po! KOHKpeTHBIN YeloBeK, KOHKpPETHOe nobpoe neno!

OH y>Ke CMYTHO TPeNCTaBIISLI, BUIET, KaK OHU ITPHeAyT B MOCKBY, KaK OHa 3aJJOXHETCS
OT HEYBEPEHHOCTH M CTpaxa Iepell OTPOMHBIM KaMeHHBIM HarpoMoXIeHueM 3maHuii. OH
oymetr psmom! IlpoBemeT ee MO MeCTPHIM yJIWIAM, MHUMO SIDKMX M MAaHSIIUX BHUTPUH
MarasmHOB, MMMO TIPWJIABKOB ¢ (pyKTaMu M KHUTaMU. OHU CITyCTSATCSI B METPO, B 3Ty
ITOJI3¢MHYIO CeTh, CIUIETCHHYIO M3 CTAIBHBIX PEJIbCOB, IO KOTOPOI CHYIOT Toe3na. JIromu,
MHOTO JIIO/Iell — TOJIIIa, CKOMHUIIEe — Oe3yJacTHBIX, YyK1X. Yl oH1 BABOEM cpeliv 3TOI TOJITHI,
1 OHa CMOTPUT Ha HeTO ¢ HAIeXKIOM... a OH IOHUMAlOIlle KUBaeT — He BOJTHYMCS, He Golcs
HHMYETOo, I — PSIOM.

Cwmbica B aToM ecTb! He a4 cebs... BepHee, He TosbKO A5 ceOsl, HO U JJIs1 IPYTOTO.
Emy memaeins xopolllo, W Yepe3 3TO XOpPOIIO cebs 4eJTOBEeKOM ITOYYBCTBYelllb. He 3ps
XUBelllb, eio nejaelnb! Hamo 3aBTpa ¢ OTIIOM TTOTOBOPHUTb.

M xak yuiaToM xosiofHoi Boabl — onsiTh otell! be3 Hero — Hukyaa! Benb oH Oyner
peliath, a Tebe OCTaHeTCsS MOKOPHO XKImaTh 3Toro pelrleHus. Joctanzo! CaM-To S 4TO-TO
mory? Pemnth uro-unbyab mory cam? Het y Te6st Hu4yero! A BoT y Hero — ecTb. 2Kuibem
MOXeT obecIeuuTh, paboTy MoJA00paTh, JeHbIAMU MTOMOYb. A Thl YTO Moxelllb? MeuTaThb
tonbko? IlnaHbl cTpouTh?

IMpucen Ha KOPTOYKM, OMYCTWJI PYKH — BOIa MeXIy NalbllaMd — XOJIOIHas,
TIPOBOpHast — He ToiMaTh, He OCTAHOBHTb.

Kyna-To Bce mBmKeTcs... peKa, XU3Hb... BOT Kyaa?
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Jenw wecmotii

YTpo He3aMeTHO BHITION3JIO U3 HOYHBIX cyMepek. [1o-T1acTyHCKH MPoKpaioch TYMaHOM,
3aIyTaBLIUMCS MEXY CTBOJIaMU JiepeBbeB. Bece 3aB010KII0 MOJIOUHO-0e10i1 MyThi0. M ObLTO
THXO, CJIOBHO 3ajioxuiao ymu. Jlpyroro Oepera He BuaHO. BoT oH, Kpail 3eminm —
CTpysIMiics niepes ToOOM MOTOK BOJIbI, 32 HUM — ITycToTa!

IMoaHsuio Beex paHo. OauH Kosbka oTcblnalics, He Bble3asl U3 NajlaTKU.

[Hen Bce Tak xe 0bu1 6e3 co3HaHus. Ha Bonpoc Butanus: «Hy, kak?» — AHapeli ToJIbKO
rnokayvaj roJIOBOW.

Bamum ¢ Bepoii roroBuim 3aBTpak. Paccrenus Ope3eHT, AHIpeli cCOpTUPOBaJ JIeKapcTBa,
YTO-TO OTKJIaAbIBaJ B CTOPOHY.

Buranuii cobupaincs Ha peibanky. Bepa pacckaszana, yTo HampoTUB Jarepsi, Ha TOM
Oepery peKu — ¢ KAJIOMETP MPOUTHU BCETO — eCTh 03ep0o — HeboJblloe, HO peiOHOe. Jlen Ha
3TO 03epo IUIaBaj LIyKy OuTh. Melok 3a pa3 MpUBO3WII.

OOGbIYHOE YTpPO... HO Kakas-To Masta Bucena B Bo3ayxe. TymaH aToT... Kazanocsk, Bce
3aCThIJIO, HUKY/Ia He ABWXeTcs. Ml OHM 3acThlid — ¢ TPYAOM TlepeBUTAIOTCS, OPOIST MO
Jlarepro, KaK cHyJible Myxu. YyM, yMUparouuii fes, epeBepHyThle HApThl, SIPKUE MaJlaTKH,
cobaku, XUBYIIIME CBOEH XM3HBIO Ha OTIIMOE, — CTalu MPUBBIYHBIMUA U B TO Xe BpeMs
Ka3aJIuCh HE COBCEM peaJbHbIMU, OaJIaHCUPOBAIU Ha TPaHU CHAa U JeHCTBUTEIbHOCTH.

— 3aBTpak! — Bamum ctyvan jgoxkoit mo Mmwucke. — Ilonrpebaiite! Buramnwii,
nogHumartite Kouo.

— He Hago MeHs1 monHuMath. CaM BcTaHy!

Bbuies Konbka — XMypblIii 1 TOMSITBIN. BypKHYJT 4TO-TO HeuJieHOpa3eJlbHOe BMECTO
MPUBETCTBUS U MOOPES K peKe YMbIBAThCS.

Buranuii cnemmmn. He Tepriesock mockopee BBIPBATbCS U3 3TON IYCTON CYETHI,
XOTeJloch TIOKOSl M oauHodecTBa. [lun yvait oGxwurasice. He monmun — oTctaBui
KPYXKY — TIOTOM...

— 4 pyXbe BO3bMy, BIPYT YTO BCTPETUTCS?

— bepu, xoneuno. He 3abmymmmibcsa? Ilnoxo, uro ommH umenb. JlaBaili xoTst OBl
KOHTPOJIBHBIN CPOK YCTAaHOBUM, YTOOBI HaM He aeprathbcs. Korma Tebs xkmath o6paTHO? —
MPeITOXIT AHIPE.

— Tak... K 1IIeCTU BEepHYCh.

Brliu Ha Geper — NpoBOIUTE, IIOCMOTPETh, KakK OyIeT reperpedathb peKy. OTTOIKHYIN
Jnonky. Buranuit 3apabotan BeciaMu. 3aBUXIsJIa HOCOM — OBET TeUeHUE.

— Burana! — 3aopan Konbpka. — He ¢wrons! ['pebu TimarennbHee!

Bepa cumema Ha KopToukax Ha Oepery, TecKOM OTTHpajia YepHyI OT KOTIOTH
KacTproio. Bamm — psmoM, JOMBIBAl OCTaBIIYIOCS TTOCHE 3aBTpaka TPSI3HYIO TIOCYy.

OHa He TTOHUMaJIa, 4To ¢ Helt TporcxoanT. [IpocHyIachk yTpoM 1 BIPYT MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA
cebs1 mpyroit — B3pocioii, uro smu? Her, He mu3-3a mema. He m3-3a Toro, 4yto octaHeTcs
OIHa, — YIUIBIBYT OHMU... MOXeT, MOTOMY YTO Ha Hee MYXUKHU TaK cMoTpAT? [losTtomy?

OroT-To — HuKonaii — B3MISAIOM pa3ieBaeT, a B IJIa3ax 3J10e, HeXopolllee TIIeIIeTCs.
IIpsamo xak y Banbku Yxo torma... Ho kak cmotput! 2Kenmanue u3 rira3 COYUTcsI — CTPaIHO,
a Bce paBHO — IipusitHO! Ha MeHs cmoTpur!

Bor Bamum — oH coBceMm apyroii. J1oOpsiii, 94To ... Xopowmii. TolbKo MajJeHbKUI
elle copceM. Hudero He Bumen, He 3HaeT. OH MMO-XOPOIIIEMY CMOTPHT, CJIOBHO 3alllUTUTD
neiTaetcs. Tohgy Th1! Kakue rirymmoctu B ronoBe. M Benb HpaBiioch emy — 4yBcTBYIO! BoH Kak
VKpaJKol Bce BpeMs Ha MeHs MMOCMAaTPUBAaeT. A s IIOCMOTPIO — OH IJla3a cpa3y OTBOJIMT,
CMYIIAeTCs.

Bagum cumen Ha KopTodKax B Tpex 1Iarax oT Bepbl. BBIMBITbIE MUCKM — Ha KaMHe —
OJIHA B APYTYIO, JIOXKKHW CBEPXY MOOJIECKMBAIOT Ha cojiHIle. MOXHO UATH B Jlarepb, K KOCTPY,
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HO YXOIOWTh HE XOTEJIOCh. XOTeJIOCh MOOBITh 3MIeCh ellle, PIIOM C Heil, CMOTpeTh Ha Hee,
CMOTpEeTh Ha BOMdY, KaK KaTUTCSI MUMO, U... CHOBa Ha Hee!

BuepalniHee BO30OyXAeHMe, XeJaHUE YTO-TO HEMEMJIEHHO [ejlaTh pacTasiiu,
pacTBOPWINCh B OejlecoM yTpeHHeM cBeTe. HeT, He OO KOHIIa — YTO-TO OCTalOCh,
KOJTBIXaJIOCh BOCITOMUHAHWEM Ha TpaHM co3HaHusd. [TotoMm, Bce motom! Ceityac — mpocTo
CUJETb, MOACTABJISS JTULO YYTh COTPEeBAIOIIUM JIydaM COJTHIIA, OIIYIIATh €€ OJU30CTh PSIIOM
1 HU o YeM He aymatb! He mymartsb, Kak painbiie... Bee xopoino! Bee Bniepenn!

Ee zaTaruBana HenmpUBBIYHAS WCTOMA.

IMpucyrctBue Bammma, ero OBICTpBle B3DISAABI MOPOXIAIW OGeCcCBS3HBIA ITOTOK
MBICJIell — KaKhe-TO OOPBIBKM — OYATO KJIOYbs YTPEHHETo TyMaHa HeCJIUCh Hall PEeKOiA.

3aKoveHeBIIe B Bole PYKU — TPSI3HBIE, BCE B caxe.

BamyM cMoTpen Ha ee KoJleHM — TpHTATMBaau. bosiics, 4ro 3amerur. Kpyrible,
IUTOTHO cXaThl. OTBOII B3I, KaK TOJIBKO IMMOTHUMAITA TojioBy. OIIsSHy Iachk. YBUIeNa, Ha
gyT0o cMoTpuT. He yemen! He ycnien oTBect B3risim. CMOTPHT Ha Hee, YIIBIOAaeTCsT CMYIIICHHO.

— Bepa! IMonoitnu, noxanyiicra, — Ha Geper Bl AHIPE.

OrnsiHynack. OTiioxuia Kactproito. CriosiocHya B Boae pyku. Kaxercs, crieliajJbHO
memut. He xouer... [Tomouuta. Berana nepen Hum. MaiteHbkas. B 6anaxoHe 6ecpopMeHHOM.
Ha Hero He cmoTpuT. BHU3 cMoTpuT. Pyku Bio/b Tesla OMylleHbI.

— VYmep nenyiika, Bepa.

CTOUT, CJIOBHO HE CJIBIIIIUT.

— Apruii, — npolienrania.

— Yto? — mepecripocu AHOpeii.

Packunyna pyku, KpyTHyJach Ha MecTe: «Apruill» — KPAYWT, a IJla3a 3aKpPbITHI.
W cokyit BOKpyr Tejla — KOJIOKOJIOM — Ha MaTpelIKy cTaja Moxoxa.

IMpuobHsan AHnpeii 3a TuIeun:

— Tuxo, Bepa, Tuxo! Ycnokoiics. Ciiydnsioch TO, YTO CAYYUIOCH... YTO MOIJIM — MBI
¢ To0OOIi caenanu. 3HAYUT, BpeMsl TIPUILLIO...

BoiBepHynach. 3amarana K Jiarepto. AHapeit ¢ Bagumom — cienom.

Kospka yiren B majaTky. Pasiercs nosepx craibHUKa, TOJIBKO carlor HapyKy TopyarT.
Ceiiyac cyera HauHeTcs, Tuiayb 6abmit. [TomoraTk Hamo OyaeT. XOpoHUTH ero? A Kak?
He naii Bor, ¢ coboii Be3atn! C HOKOMHNUKOM B OJTHOM JIOAKE TUILITh — Oppp! AX nepeaepHyio!
41 Ha aT0 He mommuckiBasicst! [Ipucymancs. ByOHAT 4To-To, HO TUIaYa BpoIe He CIIBIIIHO.

Bepa npo6Gbuta B uyme Hemonro. Banum ¢ AHmpeem xxmanu cHapyxu. Beiiia. Hox B
pyKax AepXKuT.

— ITomoxere? Ero mepenoxutb Hago. He tak nexwur. Hago ronosoit Ha 3aman. 51
ceifyac...

IMogouuta Kk 4yymy cOoKy, oOpe3aeT HOXOM Kakue-To TeceMKu. [lomosisno BHM3
MOJIOTHMILIE, TPYOO CIIMTOE U3 CTAPbIX, MOCEPEBIIMX OT HEMOTOAbl OJIEHBUX ILIKYP.

— 3aBepHYTb €ro Hajlo, — MOsSICHWIIA.

B uyMe — cBeTs10. CBeT ObeT U3 OOJIBIION MPOPEXU, TaM, TJe CHSIU WKYPbI. [TbUTMHKN
MoBUCIY B Bosayxe. [len — Ha JiexkaHKe — MaJIeHbKUI, PYKU Ha TPYIW CJOXEHBI, Ila3a
3aKPBITHI.

Bagum HepBHMYAN, Ha Jiena cTapayicsl He CMOTpPeThb. Tak OJ1M3KO MOKOMHUKOB BUAETh
He TMpuxomuioch. A ceifyac MpeACTOSTIO BMecTe C OTLIOM IepeHecTU MepTBOe Tello,
JIOTPOHYThCS 10 MepTBelia. 3amofolIHbII cTpaX U Ope3rTuBOCTb.

AHppeit moragajcsa — ckasajl, yToObl Opas 3a Horu. Cam B3s1 3a TTOAMBIIIKU. Bepa
noaaepxuBaia rojgoBy. [Tomoxunu. Beuiv U3 yymMa U OCTAaHOBWIUCK.
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Bce BOKpyr kaszajioch HEECTECTBEHHO SIPKUM, YKMBBIM, PaJOCTHBIM. 3aayBarolluii
JIETKUIA BeTepOK HarHaj objiaka — MOBUCIU HEPSIIUTMBBIMU HU3KUMU KOMBSIMU — TOJISTHA
MPUYYATMBO pacliBeueHa TeHeBbIMU MATHamu. KocTpuille, BbIIOXKEHHOE 3aKOMYEHHBIMU
KaMHSIMM, HAKPBITO TOPKOIi1 ceporo neruia. JIbiM 6eiechlii — TOHKOM CTPYWUKOI — cTeseTcs,
BBIIYBaeTCsl BETPOM M PacTBOpsIETCs, 3aMyTaBIIUCh B OeJoMolIHKKe. JIBa SIpKUX MITHA —
najaTKu, CTOSIIME Ha Kpalo MOJISIHBI MTof1 iepeBbsMU. [TonoTHUIIa paciiBeueHbl MPUYYTHUBBIM
pUcyHKOM, OyITO LIKypa Jeolapaa, — TeHb OT HaBHcawlMx BeTok. Kakas cMepTs? Her
37ech ee M B moMuHe! OHa ocTajachk TaM, 3a CIIMHOM, B YyMe.

Briia Bepa. Cenu Ha OpeBHa Bo3Jie MOTYXILEro KOcTpa.

Kosbka Tak ¥ He BblJIe3 U3 MajiaTKU. AHIpel XOTes Mo3BaTh, MMOTOM MepeayMal.

— Hy uto, Bepa? Kak nanbiie neiictBoBath Oynem?

Cunena cepbe3Hasi, coOpaHHasl... Ka3ajloch, MPOCYNUTHIBAET YTO-TO B TOJIOBE.

— A? — OyaTO OYHYJIACh.

— Yro nmenathb, roBopio, oymem, Bep?

3aroBopmiia. CJIOBHO caMa ¢ CODOIA...

— Jlo ponoBoro He JoBe3TH. MoxHO B mocenoK. Heneinst mytu, cama. A Kakas Toraa
pasHulila, TAe XOpoHUTH? YTo TaM, 4YTo 3AeCh... — Yyxoe. [OBOpwI — rie MmoMpy, TaM U
cxopoHuib. [Tpuropok ectb. Tam. 3aBTpa Hago. XajabMep HyxkHoO caenatb. Hy... rpo6, mo-
BaieMy. [Tomoxkere? SI pacckaxy, Kak...

— Koneuno, Bep. Tonbko u3 yero?

— 41 ceituac ero 3ambto. 3a ojgeHsaMu noiiay. OHu Heganeko nacyrcsa. Kumomerp. Tam
nocku ecTb. Ha xayibMmep xBaTuT. Sl UX Ha HapTax MpUBE3y.

— Bort oHO uTO! A 5-TO BCe YIUBJISICS, a CIIPOCUTH HE yCIes; KaK e TakK: HapThl,
LLIKYpBI, pora — a camMux ojieHeit HeT? MoxeT, ¢ To6oI CXOIUTh, TOMOYb?

— Her. Cama. OneHeii pacnyraere.

— A HaM-To 4TO MoKa aenatb? — crnpocui Bagum.

— Ceituac! Knure! — copBanach ¢ Mecta. B uym. BepHynach ¢ pyxbem.

— AHIpeit, IpuKiIaa OTBUHTUTh CMOXeTe?

— IMonpooGyio...

CHoga yuia. BepHynach ¢ Hoxkom u ToropoMm. [Tonoxuna nepea Bagumowm. Basina ele
OIIMH TOITOp, YTO TOpYal B OpeBHE BO3JIe KOCTpa.

— BamuM, Tomop W HOX Hamo TYNMBIMU cAeiaTh. beil Mo JIe3BUsSIM, — TPOTSATUBAET
Tonop. — Hox ciomaetcs — xopoto!

— 3aueM? — BhIpBajioch y Bamuma.

— Emy ¢ co6oii. Hago. Mup MepTBBIX — 3TO 0OpaTHbII MUp. Y HAC HOX OCTPBI — TaM
Tymoil. ¥ Hac pyxXbe cTpeiisseT — TaM HeT. OmuH mpukian rojoxuM. OH Tam OymeT
TOJTB30BaThCSI 3TUMU BelllaMu. OHU TTo-IpyroMy OymyT pabotaTth Tam. Hy... 4 moiiny, 3airbio
€ro, a TO BpeMs HUIeT.

— Ionmoxnmu, Bepa, — obparwiicst Kk Heit Anapeii. — C aeaylikoil — Bce MOHSTHO.
A 1Bl cama panbliie Kak? [Torom. C Hamu 1o mocesika, Mo peke?

— Her. CranoBuine cobepy M ojieHell B TTOCEIOK ITOTOHIO, CaMa.

— To1 xoporio ogymana? CripaBuiiibest onHa? Ham Benb TUIbITh Hao.

— Ja.

D10 661 ero meHb! Ero ymaua! Ho yepe3 muk ymauu Butanuii yxke repeBanun —
qyBCTBOBaJI. Bce paBHO Ha ayliie ObIJIO XOPOIIo, pagocTHO. TOIBKO HOTY 3aMeP3ITU — 3TV
6onmoTHUKHU. [Topa OBUTIO CBepTHIBAThCS M MOTUMXOHBKY Bo3BpallaThcs. Ho sTa Imyka He
IaBaja yurn!

JByX oH yXe B3sul. OmHa — 310poBas, MOYTH MO MeTp; Apyras — Tak cebe, IIypeHOK.
M 1 jerko. CHyjIble KaKWe-TO OHU 31ech ObUTA. bBojblias, TipaBaa, IMOIBITalach
JEPHYTbCST — pa3BepHYJIach OONBIIMM TEeJIOM, BBHITHYJIACh AYTOi, COMPOTUBIISIACH HATATY
JIecKH, pBaJia OJIeCHY M3 TopJila — HO yXe Y caMoro 6epera, moutu y Hor. [TozaHo! Ot6pocun
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CIIMHHUHT, YTIaJl Ha KOJIEHU B BOLLY, 3arped IByMsI pyKaMy — TOTepeK — U phIBKOM BBIOPOCHIT
Ha Geper. BoT Tornma camoru v 3ajui.

Bona B o3epe — uepHas, 3acTbiBlas. JIvib y caMoil MOBEPXHOCTH CTaHOBUTCS
CBETJIO-KOPUYHEBOI — BhbICBeueHa cofiHIleM. Kakoe-To pacTeHMe pa3dpocayio JUCThs O,
BOJIOI, cTeOesb TepseTcs B YepHOTe, B INIyOMHe.

YyTh moaparuBaeT JieckKa, BOH3UBIIascs B Bomy. biecHa! Bor ona! Beprurcs mon
BOJION, MOBOpaYMBaeTCsl BOKPYT CBOEH OCH, UTpaeT 30J0ThIM OKpacoM. CieioM lryykal
B necaru caHTuMeTpax oT Hee OnecHa. Maer 3a BeprTsiielicsl 30J0TOM phIOEIIKOM, Kak
3arMIHOTU3UPOBaHHAsl, KaK MpuBsidaHHas. biecHa yxe y Hor. Hekynma panblie TSIHYTb.
PaszBepHysach nryuka — MemieHHo. [lokazana cepblit 00K — BUAHO MOAOPIOIIbE, YCeSTHHOE
MITHaAMU. Y1Ula Ha TIyOuHY.

Hy! Ewe onuH 3a6poc — u Bce.

Bapyr mnoitman cebst Ha MBICJIM, YTO, €CJIUM B 3TOT pa3 lLIyyka BO3bMeET OJieCHY, OH
pacctpoutcs. McrniopueH OyaeT AeHb.

CHayaJia U3 TeMHOTBI BBICKOUMJIA BepTsLLIasics 3010Tas O6JiecHa, 3a Hell BhIlLIA LIyYKa.
OctaHoBWIach OjiecHa, ocTaHOBWJAach Iiydka. 3amepia. He yxoaurt, cosHiieM B Boje
BBICBEYEHA.

— IneiBu, mabiBu! Tel moGenuia!l — Besryx npousHec Buranwmii.

ITpuronHyn Horoii, B30asaMyTWI BOAy — M3OTHYJAch, KaK OT yaapa, MeTHyJIach Ha
ryouHy. Plok3sak, pyxXbe yepes Imjie4o, KyKaH ¢ pbi0oii B pyKe — XBOCT OOJIBIIION IIYKH 10
3emJie BOJIOYUTCS — JABUHYJICS K TOpYaIlleMy BAAJTU XJIBICTY. DTO OH Y OTIIa HayyuJIcsl, KOoraa
Ha 60JI0TaX OXOTWJIMCh, OPUEHTUPHI CTaBUTh. KoHeuHO, ecTh KOMIIAc, MOXKHO U MO COJTHILY
ONpEJIESINThLCS, HO Ky/a HajexHee 3apyOKU Ha JepeBbsX WIKM BOT TaKue XJIbICTH. VX BUIHO
u3naneKa.

Homten. Ysumen ciaenyrouuit. O6epHysicsl MOCMOTpeTh Ha o3epo. Cepo-3eleHbIMU
BOJTHAMM YXOAWJIA BO BCE CTOPOHBI TyHApa. TeMHBIM, MOYTH YEPHBIM MSATHOM — OJIIO/1IE
ozepa. [logHsBILMiics BeTep MorHaia objaka — IOMOJ3IM Mo Heby, oTOpachiBas TeHEBble
MSTHA, KOTOpble MEIJIEHHO MepeMellaluch, MEHSISI LIBET TYHIPHI OT CBETJIO-3€JeHOTo 10
YyepHo-0eJioro.

Ho peku pouien 6wictpo. [TpuBbIYHO KaTuiack MUMO Boga... Jlonka, jec Ha Apyroi
CTOpOHEe — OYATO ITOMOM BepHYJCS.

ITo koneHo B Bojie, OCKaJIb3bIBAsCh HA KaMHSIX, TSIHYJI 32 BEpeBKY JIOJAKY BBEPX IO
TeyeHuto. Kisn cebst 3a JIeHOCTh — ToYeMy He TMepeTallw cpady, Koraa MNpUIlibLi?
[MoaHsCca MeTPOB Ha CTO BbILE, BBITALIWI HOC JIOAKU HA KAMHU — CeJl PSIOM, IbIIIUT
TSDKeJIO — TepeoXHYTh Hajo. [IpeacTaisul, Kak ceifyac 3asiBUTCS B Jlarepb ¢ KyKaHOM €O
rykamu!

Kpsixtst momHsuicst — yctan Bee-Taku... [Tonoxut pyxbe B HOC JoaKu. OOMBLT LIYK B
BOjie — HaJIUIM cop, MokKa Hec. Ux — Ha Kopmy. Ha nHe joaku mieckaiach Bona. MouuThb
prok3ak He xotesnoch. [lyctoii Benb — TepMoc Ja Kopobka ¢ 6i1ecHamu. Hanen proksak —
BpoOZ€ He MelllaeT — TYT T'PECTU-TO COBCEM HMYETO...

Pa3BepHys1 HOC JTOJKU MPOTUB TeYEHN s, OTTOIKHYJICS, BCKOUMJ KOJSHSIMM Ha OaJlJIOH
U, IMyTasch B TOJIaxX IUIallla, — Ha ceperHy, Ha cKaMeliKy, 3a Becja. Jlogka mycras, Jierkas.
[Toka ycaxuBarcs, yxe pa3BepHyJIo o TedeHuo. BeimpaBui. Pe3aknmu KopoTKMMU rpeGKaMu
TOTHAJI JIOAKY K APYroMy oOepery.

CepennHa peku. CHoOcUT Bce-Taku... [lpaBasg ycTaja — 3TOMl pyKoOM NpPUXOIUIOCH
3arpebaTh CUJIbHEe.

I'poMKMit XJTOTIOK 32 CITMHOM.

Hoc nonku ciioBHO B3opBasicsl. OMHOBPEMEHHO — XJIECTKUIA 3BYK BBICTpEJIa.

OrnsgHyscs: ImycTasg KaMeHUCTast Koca, 3a Hell KyCThl — He IIeJOXHYTCS.

300poBHIli KJIOK BbIpBaH M3 OajuioHa. JIeBBlii 6OPT cpady OOMSIK, ellle YyTh-4yTh —
U BO3IyXa COBCEM He OCTaHeTCs. XJIbIHYJIa Boaa B JIOAKY. CymTopoXHO MOMBITAICS CKUHYTh
proksak. Pyka He mposiesana B 1aMKy. YyTb OTKIIOHWIICS, TIOMOTast TEJIOM, JIOAKA HBIpHYJIa
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CIOyThIM OOPTOM, U OH OOKOM ToBaswics B Bony. [lamasi, mepedupas HoraMu, OTIHXHYJI ee
OT ce04.

Yenen rmoTHYTh Bo3ayxa, Mpexae yeM IMorpy3wics c rojoBoil. Boma o6oxria
XOJIOZIOM — HO 3TO ObLITO y3ke HeBaxkHo. Caroru, BaTHUK, a1l M PrOK3aK, CKOBaBILIWI pyKH,
He JaBaJIM JABUTAThLCS, TPECTH, OOPOThCSI.

OnuH pa3 Bee ke BHIHBIPHYI. C XpumioM BTSIHYJ Bo3ayX. [1epes rmazamu — psiOb Ha Bojie
M B JABYX METpax OCeBIIMI O0OpT opaHxkeBoil Jioaku. CyaopoxKHO Bopodasics, yxonas Ha
IIYOMHY, CJIOBHO CHYJasl pbioa.

Teso Tak 1 He BCIUIBIBET — 3aTSHET MOJ KaMeHb, M1 OHO TIPOYHO 3aCTPSIHET TaM.

BricTpen nposByvan HeoxkumaHHO. OLIYHIMTEBHO TPOMKO. COBCeM PSIIOM.

C GellleHBIM JIaeM METHYJTUCH K peke cobaku. ITpoKaTHINCh ITo TTOJISTHe YepHO-0eJTbIM
KOMOM M MCYE3JIN B TlepeliecKe.

Ewe BeICcTpEn.

Jlait mepeliresT B BUSIJIMBBII CKYJIEX U CTHX.

«Burans, yto? CoBceM oxpeHen?» — TpoHecioch B rojioBe y Konbku. OH Tak u
OCTaJICSI CUIETh BO3JTE TTAJTATKY C IBIMSIIIEICS CUTapeTOoi, 3a3KaToil B TTaJIbLIaX. YCITeNl TOJTBKO
Pa3BepHYThCS BCEM TEJIOM K peKe, OTKyIa MPO3BYYaTH BBICTPEIIH.

AHIpeli, TPUCTPOUBIINCH Ha COJHBIIIKE, Ha HapTaxX, BO3Jie YyMa, OTBUHYUBAI
npukian. ITocmemHuii BUHT ocTajcsl — He Ille)l HUKaK, XOTh TpecHu!

VYeaplaB BbICTpeJibl, HEMOHUMAlOIlE BCKUHYJ TojiioBy. OTJIOXWI pyxXbe. Bcrai,
BIISIOBIBAsICh B YEpHOE IepeIUIeTeHUE BETOK, YCESTHHBIX JUCTBOM, — JIy4W 3aXOISIIEero
COJTHIIA, TIPOOMBasiCh CKBO3b HUX, OMIN B IJasa.

Brictpen.

C ipyroro Mecta — co CTOPOHBI ITporajia, BEIXOAILETo K peke. U 3ByK Ipyroit — cyxoit,
xecTkuii. Ho oco3Hath 310 OH yxxe He ycnen. [1yis Bolwia B JieBbIi nia3. [Ipoxkriia Mo3r.

OH elle cTOST Ha HOTax, HO ye HUYero He YyBCTBOBAJI.

3aHaBec 3aKpBUICS.

Bepa, cTos Ha KoNieHsIX, COTHYJIaCh HaJl 3aBEPHYTHIM B LIIKYPbI TeJIOM jeAa. bonblioi
WIJION, KPYMMHBIMU PEIKMMU CTeXKaMu 3aivBajia nojotHuule. [uwia ot ceds, Kak yuuna
TeTKa, — Ta TepeJl CMEPThiO Bce W TBEpAWJIA O TOM, KaK MPaBUIbHO €€ TMOXOPOHMTb.
Cul MpOTKHYTb cTapble IIKYpbl HEe XBaTajlo, MPUXOIWIOCH IMOJb30BAThCS AEPEBSIHHOMN
KOJIO0AIIKON — €10 MpoaaBIuBaja Uriy.

Ceiiyac Ha aylie ObLJIO CITOKOIHO. Jles coBceM He CTpallHbIi, POCTO O€CIOMOIIHBII
ceityac. [TosiBuiIach SICHOCTb, YTO U KakK JAeaTh JaJlblile.

CaM mpoliecc oXopoH He myrai. Bee cBepiimiiock. Octanoch coOpath Aefa B MyTh.
OTH MoMoryT, oHu no6pwie. Jla U ogHa Obl cripaBmWIach. A MOTOM cOOEpeT CTaHOBHUIIIE,
MOTPY3UT cKapO Ha HapThl U... TOXE B MYyTh.

B uyMe ObLTO MPUBBIYHO YIOTHO. BOT TOJIBKO... IbIpa B CTEHE OT CHSATHIX LIKYP — Yepe3
Hee Jie/1a HaJIo BBIHOCUTb — TPEBOXKWIIA SIPKUM HEMTPUBBIYHBIM [Tl YyMa MsiTHOM. CTapasach
MOBEPHYTHCSI OOKOM, YTOOBI HE BUAETD.

BoicTpenbl mpo3Byyaiu, Koraa ¢ cuiol rpofasivBaia uriny. BaaporHyna, cockounia
KoJjioballiKa ¢ yika uribl. [1epBbliii, BTOPOil M ¢ 3aep>KKOI TPETHIA.

C cyXuM LIETYKOM TPECHYJ ILIECT HaJ TOJOBOIA.

A HampoTHMB — JbIpKa OT MyJIM MaJjleHbKasi, B Hee CJIOBHO (POHAPUKOM CBETSIT.

MeTtHynach K Bbeixoay. OTKuHYy/a mnojor. C pa3roHa CIOTKHYJIach O HOTH JieXalllero
AHJIpes: — MPOMEJbKOM yXBaTWJIa B3IJISIOM Pa3BOPOUYEHHBIN KPOBaBO-O€JbIil 3aThIIOK.

CMel1Ho, Ha Kapaykax, repeOupasi pykamu Io 3emje, 4ToObl He yrnacTh, MOMojsia
K KOCTpY, BO3JIe KOTOPOTO C IJIYIbIM 3aCThIBIIMM BbIpaxkeHUEeM Jivlia cuaen Bagum.
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— Jloxucb! — KpUKHYTH He nonyuuiock. [Ipoxpurnena.

Vnepxana paBHoBecue. Brinpsamuiack. 3a iedo BaguMma, 3a sHiieanutky. Peanyna.
[ToBanunuch Ha 3eMJII0 BMecTe.

BoicTpen. BaMeTHyoch 06/a4KO Teruia, BHIIIMOIO TOMOBELIKY U3 KOCTpa, OTJeTesa
B CTOpPOHY.

Bepa He ormyckaer Baguma, Buenwiach B 2HUEedATUTKYy HaMepTBO, Majblbl He
pazxatb. [IpuBcTasa Ha KojeHu, TSHeT Baguma 3a coboii — TOT He MoJmaeTcsl, CJIOBHO
HEXUBOA.

M sTOoT — y manatku — Toxe BcTaeT, HO Me/ieHHo. COrHyJscsl Bech, TOJIOBY BOOpas
B IJICYMU.

— beru! — 3akpuuana 3BOHKO, UCTOILIHO.

Banum ouynyncst ot BepuHoro kpuka.

IMouemy oH Ha 3emiie? BoipBaThcs! KTo-TO mepXuT, He JaeT MOTHSITHCA.

— beru! Hy xe!

O10 oHa — MHe... OHa MeHs TsaHeT! [TomHscs Ha Horu, obexan. He coobpaxas —
Kyna, 3aueMm? 3a Heii! He orcraTs!

Konpka Bumen: Kak AHIpeil TTOTHSUICS, YCIBIIIAB BRICTPEJIb; KaK PE3KO JCPHYJIACH eT0
roJIoBa M BMECTO IJIa3a BAPYT 0Opa3oBaiach YepHasI IbIpa; KaK pa3BepHYJI0Ch U PYXHYJIO Ha
3eMJTIO TeJIO.

OH He ciblag, 4ro eMy Kpudaia Bepa. CTpax OOMOpPOYHBIN, XYTKWIA 3aTOITHII
cosHaHMe. Y pa3psimoM MOJTHUY BHYTPH 3TOT0 YepHoro cryctka: «bexats!» He pazmymbrBast
copBajicsa ¢ Mecta. [lepecek MOJSIHY, C pa3roHa HaJeTeJl Ha IecT, K KOTOpoMy Oblia
MpUBsI3aHa BepeBKa ¢ BSJIMBLUMMUCS Ha COJHLE OYypBIMU ILIIMAaTaMU OJIEHWHBI, CIIUO ero,
YyTh He YIaJl, BHIIpaBWICS B Oere U BPYOMJICS ¢ XOMYy B CIIACUTENIbHBIE JIECHBIE 3apOCIH.

Bepa 6exxana ciienom. TsaHyna Baguma 3a coboii. MemienHo! Kak oH MeuieHHO — eJjie
Horu nepeapuraet. Cimb mect. Bepepka. He crmoTkHyThCsI, He ymacts! MalMHaIbHO, He
pasmayMbIBasi, HarHyJIach, IMMOIXBaTWIa KyCOK OJICHUHBI, BaJISBIIMICS Ha 3eMIIe.

IMouemy He cTpensitor?

Ewe uyrb-uyTh! BoT yXe nepeBbs!

BonpHO xirecTHy A 110 JTUILy BeTKa. He yernenna ykiioHuThbes. Briepenu, Mexmy cTBojlaMH,
MellbKala crimHa Hukomass — Gexas, He pa3bupast HOpOTH, JOMUJICS CKBO3b 3apOCIIH,
TOJIBKO XPYCT CTOSII.

N onu ¢ BamumMoM — 3a HUM, cTapasich He OTCTaTh.

Yacrs II. Orryna...

ber pamgu cmaceHusT — 3TO yxXe He YeJIOBeUeCKHUll Oer — 3To Oer pamu Oera — Oe3
HarmpaBJIeHUsI, 6e3 ONIYIIeHUS MepeaBIKeHNs B TTpocTpaHcTBe. Hecuch! He uyBcTBY#, Kak
BETKM XJICLIYT TIO0 JIMILY, TIpOJaMbIBaiicsi CKBO3b CY4Ybsl, TepelpbITMBaii, He 3amevas,
IMOBaJICHHBIE CTBOJIBI — Oeru!

3armHyJcs 0 KOpeHb, yIiall, a HOTH TIPOIOJIKAIOT €JI03UTh IT0 3eMJTe, PBYT OSJIOMOIITHUK,
oCTaBJIfAsA YepHble pHITBUHBI. bexars! M Tonmbko ceifyac, ¢ TpyIoM, ¢ XpUIIOM, CO CTOHOM
BIOXHYJI — Ka3aJloCh, 3aHOBO YYWICS JBIIIATH — 3aTAIKUBAI B ceOs Bo3ayx. bynro Baroit
3a0MJIM TOPJIO — HeE JIaeT BIOXHYTH!

CIUTIOHYJT TO, YTO KJIOKOTAJIO B TOpJie, — TOTSHYJIOCH BsI3KOi cimoHolt. He oTiiermmrhb
OTO pTa — TIPUIIIOCh CMaxHYTh PYKOH, OTOPBATh 3Ty KJIEHKYI0 HUTKY. 3BYK BKIIFOUMJIU.
3alyment Jiec ToJl TTOpbIBAMU BeTpa, TPECK CYYbeB YCIBIIAT, HO CYJT TIPUTTOMHSTH TOJIOBY U
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OIJISTHYThCS y3Ke He XBaTiiIo. [IpUKphUT TTa3a U KPUBO YIBIOHYJICS, OLIyIast CBoe Geccuine
M HEOXUIaHHO HaBaJvBIIeecs Ge3pasinimne.
Iponamu Bce mponamom! AbIaTh, AbIIATH!

Onu He BUIeH, Kak ynai Kombka. ITpocTto Briepenu, cpean pacKadynuBaloIIUXCs BETOK,
BIPYT TlepecTala MeJIbKaTh ero cmiHa. YyTh He CIIOTKHYJIUCH.

Konpka Jexal, YTKHYBIIMCH JIMIIOM B 3emutto. [piman xpuroio. [lmedu xomumm
xomyHoM. TToBanmtuchk psmoM. Bepa ¢ yauBiieHreM paccMaTpHBajia 3aXkaThlil B pyKe KyCOK
Msica C TIPUCTABIIMMM WTIOJKaMH, OOJIeTUICHHBI NMayTHMHOW. BamuM cTosT Ha KOJEeHsX,
3aKpBIBast JIUIIO JIATOHSIMH.

Konpka ¢ TpynoM TiepeBepHYJICS.

— BbI? — BBIIOXHYJ C yAMBIEHUEM. — A 3TO... — U 3aMOJTYall.

I'masza 3aKkpbITHI.

— Bro xe He Burana? bpen kakoii-ro! He Mor oH... — He oOpalliaeTcs HU K KOMY,
OyOHUT, CJIOBHO OpeauT.

— W3 nByx Mmect crpensiini. Pyxbsi pazHble. DTO He Balll TOBAapHIll... — OTO3BAJIACH

Bepa. — Bcrapaiite! Bapyr aTo Hamm! XaneHa! B jecy Hac OblcTpo HaiimyT. Hamo k peke
BeIxomuTh! 1o Bome, IO KaMHSM TOWIEM, TIOTOM B Jiec.
— Kakue Bamm? Kakasa xaHeHa? — HenmoHuMmarlolle BckuHyscs Kosbka.

— Jla He 3HalO s, cama, KTO 3To! — BBIKPUKHYJIa ¢ pasapaxkeHueM. — [lorom!
VYxoauth Hajo!

— Orelr... — nporoBopwi Baaum, He oTHUMasT pyK OT JIUIIa.

Mosnyanu.

— Ioitnem! — Bepa nomHstniack. — Hamo nmoganbliie yittu, 4To6b He Hauwiu. [ToToM...
— Kyna nntu-to? — cripocun Kosnbka.

Oka3zanioch, oHUM Oexalu BHU3 Mo TeueHUto. [Ipoiin MeTpoB cTo Mo Jjecy, u Bepa
BbIBeJIa UX K peke. OCTOPOXXHO BBILLIM Ha Oeper. CTOSUIM TOJ JA€PEBbSIMU, TOTOBbIE MPHU
MaJlelillieM 11I0poxe PUHYTbcs obpaTHO B vallly. beuto Tuxo. Psagom Texkina Bomga. CtpalliHO
XOTeJIOCh MUTh.

Briepenu peka minaBHo wusrmbanachk. [lonuin BAoJAb KPOMKM Jieca, NMOMUHYTHO
orsiabiBasick. Ha moBopoTe nepeBbsl MOACTYIAIM K caMoil BoJie, U Ka3aJloch, UTO €CJIU yCIeTh
TMOBEPHYTH BCJIEI 32 PEKOI, TO MOXKHO OyJIeT HAKOHEI[-TO YKPBITHCS OT HEBUIMMBIX IJ1a3, 4YTO
OypaBsIT 3aThIJIOK.

Konbka men nepsbiM. Crieliin, CoThIKascs 0 KopHU. Baayum uyThk mopotceral, 1 Bepa,
1LIe/IIas cie oM, JJIETOHbKO TMOMMUXUBAJIA €T0 JaJOHbIO B TIOSICHUILY, CJIOBHO IIaJuia.

— Buranuii! — npousHec Bagum u octaHoBuMIICS.

Bepa TkHymach eMy B CITMHY.

— Ha He oH 310! — Konbka maxe He obepHysicsa. — He oH u Bce!

— OH Xe BBICTpeJIbl YCIBIIINT, cpasdy B Jarepb nmoHecetcs! [IpeaynpenuTs Hamo!

— Kak T1hl ero npeaynpenuiinb? — Kojbka octaHOBUJICS HakoHell. CMOTPUT 3710,
C IIPULIYPOM.

— IleperbITk...

— Ara. Okorneelis! f yxe mnaBan!

— Untu Hapo! — 3ammmmnena 3a cnuHoit Bepa. — Kyna mibite? Tam TyHIpa ronas! Co
BCEX CTOPOH BUIHO. YXxomuTth Hago! Ckopee! 3a ITOBOPOT 3aiiieM, Jajblile 1o Bojae. Bapyr y
HUX cobaku?

— Jla y xoro — y HUX?

— He 3nato! IMouwu! B nec. ITo Gepery 3mech He TIPONTH.

3apocnu WBHAIKa — IDIOTHBIE W TyTWe, BeTKa K BeTKe. Pa3mBuranu, THYIH,
MpoTUCKUBaMCh. He Tipeomosiennt u mecsTi MeTpoB, Kak KoJbKa ce Ha 3eMITIo.
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— Bce! XBarut! {I momnabiBy, — rojoBy OMYCTUJ, PYKHU MEXIy KOJIeH cBecwsl. — Bbl
uaure!

— Ecnu maxe neperibiBeTe M He 3acTpensaT — Kyda uatu? Bel He 3HaeTe, rae 03epo.
Oto MHe Hamo... Mnmu Bcem Bmecte. He 3mech! 3mech oTkpwito... [loiimemTe manbiire.
IMoxanyiicra!

— Hy u norutsiiu Torma Bce BMecTe! Mbl 31ech... a Butamo ceituac crpeiabHyT! OHI
AHJIIpIOXY BOH Kak... 3a yTo? YUto MbI caenanu? — Kosbka cMOTpen Ha HUX CHM3Y-BBEpX,
JINIIO KPUBUTCS, MopraeT yacTo. Ellle He KpMYUT — LIUIMUT co 3710001, ¢ HETIOHUMAaHUEM,
HO YyBCTBYETCSI: YyThb-4yTh — M COpPBETCS.

— Ioitnem, Konb. OHa npaBuiibHO roBopuT. Henb3s Tak... He mogymMaB, — Ge3y4acTHO
npousHec BamuMm, — Tomyaca HuYero He pemat. JlaBaif XoTh 3a MOBOPOT 3aiiieM.

— Bot umeHHo, nosyaca u peruat!

Ho BuaHo, 4to y>ke — Bce, cortacuiicsl — MOAHSUICS, U OHW CHOBA CTaIv MPOAUPATHCS
CKBO3b 3apOC/IU MBHSIKA.

3a MoBOPOTOM peKa pasirBajlach BOJIBIOTHO U poBHO. [laxHyno npoxianoii. TymaH,
CKONUBILMWIACS B pacrajike, Ha MPOTUBOIMOJIOXHOM Oepery, Jiu3aj OeJbiM SI3bIKOM BOIY.
[ToTok noaxBaTkIBaJ, pacceuBall, YHOCUI ¢ cOOOI, U OH CTeJIWIICS MO BOjie TOHKOI pBaHOi
JIBIMKOIA.

CoJiHIle 3aBIMBAIOCHh K TOPU3OHTY. JlepeBbsl 3a CNMHOI OTOpachIBAIM JJIWHHBIC
TEHU — CTEJIWINCh IO 3eMJie, CJIOBHO CTapajliuCh NOTSHYThLCS 10 Boabl. Beuep. Hauasno Houw.

Ha 6Geper. Ha kpomky. Ha konenu. ITwim, muim, He MOITIM HamuTbes. XOJIOAHAS,
yycTas, ceexas! KaMylku Ha 1He 4yTh MOAparuBaloT — TeueT BoJa, NbIIUT. [lneckanu Ha
JINLIO, NIepKaJIu PYKU B BOJE, CTAPASICh MOTACUTh 3yl OT YKYCOB KOMapoOB U MOIIIKH.

XoTesoch 3aKpbITh INaza — Jiedb W JieXaTb, NMPSIMO 3[ech, Ha KaMHSX, a elle
JIydllle — 3aCHYTb MO/ YCHITUISIONIMIA 1IOpOX TeKylIei Boabl. [TpocHYThCs Koraa yromHo —
Buepa, MoJirofa, rof Hazai... Ho Tojbko He 31ech, He ceifvac...

Bepa cumena Ha KaMHSIX, CTSATMBAJIA C HOT YMXKWA — JUIMHHBIE MEXOBBIC YYJIKH,
MO/BSI3aHHbIE MO KOJEHSIMHU.

— Hukomaii, cHuMaiiTe, — yKasajia Ha KpoccoBKU. — 1o Bome GOCHMKOM UATH HAJIO.
OO6yBb MPOMOYMM — Kak corpeemMcs noroMm? ¥ Baguma canoru. Ham — 6ocukom... ITo Bone
WINTe, Ha KaMHU He HacTyIaiTe.

OpaHxeBoe IATHO Brepeau yBuaeau cpasy. Jlomka! Mx noaka!

IIpurepno 3aToruieHHbBIM OOPTOM IOJ TOBaJeHHYIO Oepe3y, 4TO IO AWaroHaIu
MOJIOXKWIO Ha Bomy. BypyauT MOTOK, ymupasichb B CTBOJI, 3aXOAMTCS 370Ul Oesloil TeHo,
packayuBaloTCsl YepHble BETBU. A TYT ellle U MOoJycayTas JoAKa — JUIMHHBIA OpaHXeBbIi
My3blpb BCTaJ Ha gopore. 3JIUTCS peKka, TOMUT JIOAKY, MepexJieCThIBaeT yepe3 OaJlJIoH,
cTapasicb MPOIMUXHYTh MO/ MOBaJIEHHbII CTBOJI.

Boiiu Ha Geper BosJie MoBaJleHHOI Oepesbl. BamyuM cTsruBai camoru, cooupasich
JIe3Th B BOJY.

— Ceiivac 51 ee moctany, rmogoxau, Koib!

Konbka He cayiian. CkuHy sHUehaTUTKy, Maiiky. Baaum Tak u octajicst cuaeTh Ha
Oepery co CHATBIM carorom B pykax. KosibKa Bolles Mo Mosic B BOIy, yXBaTWJ OaJIJIOH,
BBITSIHYJI Ha ceOsl, HO MOJABECTU K Oepery He CMOT — Melllajid TOJICTble BETBU MOBAJIEHHOM
6epesbl. KpukHysn, He obopauuBasich: «Ha Geper He BoiTsHY! [lonpoOyio OOIUIBITH 3TY
Kopsry». [T9TuiIcsa crimHOM NpOTUB MOTOKA, TAIIWII 3a cO00i1 opaHXXeBhIll OayioH. bypiauia
BOJIa, He JaBaa...

OTTsiHYA, 3alie] TIyoxke W IMycTUJ JIOAKY IO TeYeHUI0 — caM 3a OaJIJIOH JePXKUTCS.
IIponHecno, mogMuHas BepXyllIKy Oepe3bl. Becranm Ha Horu. TamuTt MemieHHO K Oepery.
Banym monGexai. BaBoem BHIBOJIOKIIN.
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Jlonka 6aysIoHOM HaJyThIM — Ha KaMHSIX, a APYroll — CIyThIil — MO BoJe MOoJIoLIeTcs,
M IbIpMILIA B HEM — KJIOK PBaHO BbIAPaH B JBE JIAOHU BEJTMYMHOM.

Harnysncsa Bagum. 3aiapun pykoii B ckiankax Mexay HaIyThiM OalIOHOM U THUILEM
JIONKW — BBITAIIWI CIMHHUHT. ButanuH...

— Bot u He Hajo HUKYyAA TUIBIT, — MpousHec Konbka. — Ero toxe...

— Opegaiitech. B nec yxoauths Hago, — notoporiia Bepa.

— A nogka? — cnpocust Bagum.

— JMaBaiite otnuxHeM. YeM najblile ee yHeceT, TeM JIyullle.

Konbka, apoxa Bcem TesioM, ofeBajics. bbrlcTpo TeMHeso0. Ypyaa MOTOK, IMyTasch B
BETBSAX MOBaJIeHHON Gepe3bl.

— Celiuac... — ckasan Bagum. — §I TonbKoO eliie pa3 mIsHY...

CTos171, MBITAsCh YTO-TO PACCMOTPETh B TepelIeTeHUM BETOK, IIEBEJISIIIMXCS B
TeMHoi1 Boje. Co cnuHbl noponien Konbka.

— He cmotpu... Het Tam Huvero. I, korna Jionky Taiiui, Toxe oo aToMm noaymai. Her
€ro 3/1eCh.

B necy, nox aepeBbsiMu, 6610 TeMHO. OHU YXOAWIW BCe AaJibllle U Najbllle OT PeKu.
Haxkonel1 ocraHoBWIIaCh.

Ha kpato kpoxoTHoI1 MoNsIHKU — eJib, He BbIcOKas, HO pasyanucras. [Ipucena Bepa
Ha KOPTOYKM, JIallbl eJIOBble MepedupaeT, OLIYIbIBAeT, OYATO UILIET YTO...

— Bagum! O6;oMaii sti BeTku. BoT 31ech, y cTBona. Hukonaii, 1anmHuk Hy>XHO. MHoro.

— KocTtep 6Bl pa3xeyb... — ¢ TOCKOI MporoBopwi1 BamyM.

— Henbaa! Jla u crinyex Het... — ckazayia Bepa.

Konbka, ob6aupast pyku 1 MaTepsiCh, C OCTepBEHEHHEM JIoMaJl JJalTHUK. Bapyr notimMan
ce0s1 Ha MBICJIM, YTO KOMaHAyeT IeBYOHKA-HEHKa, a OH 0e3MyMHO MOMYUHseTCs. DTO OH-
To! KoTopblit Bcerna caM MPUHUMAET pelIeHUs U, €C/I CYUTAET HYXKHBIM, UIET HAMPOJIOM,
npotuB Bcex! CrpaHHO. XoTs... Jlec — oHa Tyt moma. M ycran ouenn. Ilocnark Obl... U
3akypuTh! HukoTrHOBOE Tologanme. CHrapeThl B MajaTKe OCTAIUCH. 3aKPbUT Ha CEKYHIY
ia3a, IpeAcTaBWI, Kak BABIXaeT FOPbKO-TOpsiunii AbIM. Crped JAMHUK B 0XarKy, MPKa K
KMBOTY, TIOTAIlIJI B TEMHOTY, K €JIKe, Tle Ha KOJIeHsIX moi3ana Bepa.

OHa BbIJIOMaJIa JIBe POraTK! U MTOJICYHYJIa MO HaBHCAIOLIe JIaMbl €11, IPUIOTHIMAS
nx. [Momyumnock monobue mranamra. Ha 3emite paccrenwia JalTHUK, KOTOPBIA MPUBOJIOK
Konpka. Konommtack. My>XXYUHBI CHIETN MOJTYa PSIIOM, XIATH, KOTIa 3aKOHYMT.

— Bce! MoXHO J10XUTHCS.

— Kakoii noxutbes, Bepa! Jlapait moroBopym. JI0JKHBI >ke MbI [IOHSITh, YTO IIPOMCXOANT?
Uro maypliie OymeM neiaTh? — HECMOTPS Ha ycTalocTh, KoJibka Hadas 3JIMThCS.

— Xopotiio.

Bamum He pearmpoBail yxe HM Ha 9TO. OT yCTaJJOCTH XOTEJIOCH IUTaKaTh. XOTEJIOCh
TMOBAIMTBCS HabOK, CBEPHYTHCS KaJlaYMKOM M He IeBeluThbes. [lyckaii OHM ToBOpST,
pewaioT... OH MPOCTO MOJEXKUT IyTh-UyTh.

— JlagHo... — KoJbKa 0XeCcTOYeHHO pacuyechiBal 1IeKy. — TONbKO JaBaiiTe He OymeM
BCe BAJIUTh B OAHY Ky4y. Tpy OCHOBHEBIX BoIpoca: KTo? 3a 4To? W YTO HaM JejaTh Jajblie?
Bepa, ThI 94TO-TO PO YYXKUX U CBOUX TOBopMia... UTo cKaxelb?

Bepa cunena Ha KopToukax HarpotuB Hukomas.

— Kto — He 3Harw. Peka myctasg. Haim — HeHIBI — WHOTIA 3aXONST, HO PEIKO.
MecTHbIe, C HU30BbS, TaK BHICOKO He TTOMHUMAIOTCS. 3a4eM HallUM CTpesiTh? PeiOHam3op?
OH Ha BeprtojeTe. XutHuku? Hy... Te, koTopble KamMHu uiiyT. Eie? 3eku? bernbie — atn
MOTYT... TolbKo...

3amoiryaa.

— Hy? — notopormn ee Konbka.

— Ecau noGer, oHM K kene3ke uayT. K xkese3Hoit qopore. Yexats ganeko. Crona 3auem?

— A 3TH... cobupaTenu KamHeit? — crnpocun Bagum. — Yro 3a monu?
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— He 3Har. Crapiivie TOBOPST — 3a araTaMu XOJIST.

— IloueMy onHu cpaszy crpensatb Hadanu? Iloyemy? — ¢ HaApbIBOM ITPOM3HEC
Komnbka. — He moHuMaro! MBI-To MM TOYHO HUTIE AOPOTY He Tepebexkanu... Bepa, Moxer,
3TO BCce-TaKu Ballm pa3oopku? [Todemy BBI 31eCh CO CTAPHMKOM BIBOEM OKa3auCh?

Bepa momuana.

— Yro menath 6ynem? — cripocun Bagum. — Kak manbiie?

— ¥Yxoautbh! — mpocTo oTBeTwia Bepa.

— Kak yxomuts? A Burans, Auapeii, aen TBoit? — 31mo 3aropopui Kosbka. — Kyna Mbt
noiineM? IToxopoHuts Hamo! C Butanuem He sicHo... MoxeT, oH kuB? Baaum, ThI 4TO
JiymMaellb?

— 4 He xouy yxomutb. He mory...

Konbka 3amymaics.

— IlepeHouyeMm, a yTpoM, COBCEM paHO YTPOM, MolIeM K Jarepto. Hamo mocMoTpeTh,
gyT1o Tam? Bepa, MBI cMOXeM Tak IMOTOMTH, YTOOBI Hac He 3aMeTHIn?

— XKnate 6ymyt. OHM OIyMarOT, Mbl BEpHEMCH.

— Xoporto. Torma T TOTBKO MOABEAN MEHS, YTOOBI s copreHTUpoBasics. Jlambiie —
s caM, a BbI ¢ BagnMoM momoxmere.

— 4 Toxe miovimy!

— He ronoumce, Bagum. laBaii Bce 3aBTpa, Mo MecCTYy.

— BbI My>xunHBI, BaM peliaTb, — 3aroBopwia Bepa. — 4 6b1 yuuia. beuta 6b1 ogHa —
yuuia!l 9to jec! 3aeck Bce Mo-apyromy... OnacHo, HEMOHITHO — HAJO0 YXOAWTB!

— Hy Tak n yxomu! — He nain eif moroBoputb Kosbka.

— He mory — He onHa.

XononHo, oueHb xosionHo! Tak XoJomHO, YTO TPsCIO.

[MpoBanuBayvich B COH Ha KaKWe-TO CYMTaHHBIC MUHYTHI M He TOHUMATH, 4TO
MPOBAIMBAIOTCS, Ka3aJloch, YTO 3aCHYTh He ymaeTcs. MyduteiabHoe GOIPCTBOBaHHE Ha
rpaHulle SIBU M cHa. Beptenuck. Criacasich OT Xojiofa, TeCHee MPYKUMAIMCh IPYT K APYTY.
BamuM cToHaT M BCXJIMITBIBAIT.

YTpo HaBaJIMBaJIOCh CBepXY BaTHOM cepocThio. BamuMm He BbImepKa IepBbIM. Bbimons
CO CTOHOM M3-TIon eTi. OcTajbHbIe TTOTSHYJINCH CICIOM.

CepocTh pasnuiach MEXIy JepPeBbSIMU, CIIOBHO MOKpoe Oellbe CYIIUTh ITOBECHIU.
Konpka u Bagum cunenu Ha 3emie Ipyr HalmpoTUB JAPyra M OXECTOYEHHO YeCaIUCh.
JIuiia — KpacHble, OITyXJIM OT YKYCOB MOIIKMY, TJla3za — IIEJTOYKH.

— Vxommm? — crpocwia Bepa, ctapaTebHO MPpUIIakUBasi pacTpelaHHbIe BOJIOCH.

— Hert! — 3o 6ypkHyn Konbka. — BrIBenu Hac K peke.

OHU BBIIIUTA M3 JIeca M OCTaHOBWINCH. Peku He GbUT0. BepHee, Obl1a y3Kast IITHMeTpOoBast
TTojioca BOIBI OKOJIO Oepera. 3a Hell — cepasi CTeHa TyMaHa B3IbIMajlach BBEpX; Ka3alocCh,
yImpaeTcs B Takoe Xe cepoe He6o. M 6buto Tnxo. HeoObaHO THXO.

BamuMm ornstHyncs. JlepeBbs, M3-TT0J KOTOPBIX OHU BBIIIUIMA, CTOSUTM IO KOJEHO B
TyMaHe. 3akpyxXwiach rojopa. KpollledHBII MATa40K 3eMJIM, M HET HUYETO BOKPYT, cepast
mycToTta. Bee ucyesnno, pacTBOpuiioch B TyMaHe.

— 41 BOT mymaro, 3pst MBI JIONKY YTOIMIN, — 3aIyMYHMBO MporsHec Kombka. — MoxHO
OBLIO IJIOT COOPYAUTDH, MO peKe CIIaBUThCS.

— [-m-m! — Bepa cxBaTuia ero 3a pyky.

3amMepiu.

Ckpun kakoii-to. CHoBa. Berieck — cioBHO 6osbliast peida.

— B nec! I[Mpurbnurecs! — Bo30ykneHHo 3aienrtaia Bepa. — L-1r-mr!

OTCTynaiy K OepeBbsIM, CTIOTHIKAsCh O KaMHMU.

3akanuisuicss KTo-tTo B TyMaHe. CoBceM psimom!

N okatmino ctpaxom.
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— Jloxuce! — npornentana Bepa u nmotsiHyna Baauma BHU3 3a nosy HUEDTUTKA. —
3ampu!

Kombka yxe OblT BO3Jie 1€PEBbEB.

Jlonka Bo3HUKJIa HEOXMIAHHO. BbiBamiach opaHXXeBbIM HOCOM U3 TyMaHa. Mx jonkal
Bnonb 6epera. CoBceM psaoMm.

JIBoe.

OauH — Ha KopMe — B TuUlallle Ope3eHTOBOM, 11IarloyKa CIIOPTUBHAS Ha TOJIOBE, PYKbe
B pyKax — CTBOJIAMM Ha Oeper HallpaBJe€HO, OPYroil — Ha BecJaX — MOMIPABISIET XOI
JIONKW — BaTHMK YePHBI Ha HEM, HapacriallKy, TeJbHSIIKY MOJ HUM BUIHO, CTPUXEH
KOPOTKO M CeAMHa.

BoiHbIpHYJa JlofKa U3 TyMaHa M TYT Xe ylula oOpaTHO B TyMaH.

M tuxo Bokpyr. CHoBa THXO!

— He Hamm, — npomenTana Bepa.

Baaumy nokasasioch, 4To Tipor3Hecaa ¢ obJerYeHueM.

Kpanyuucn, co criunbl nonoien Konbka. [Tpucen psgoM Ha KOPTOUKM.

— Bupenu?

— Jla. IBoe. Y omHOTrO pyXbe.

— To, uro ngBoe — st Toxe Buaesa. M nonka — Hama. OHu yrusliu! Hago B narepb
BO3BpaliaTbes!

Baguma tpsicio. Hapanuicsa Hactosiuuit ctpax. OHUM Belb XOTe U MOAOUTH K BOJE U
YMBITbCSI — OCTYIUTH Topsiiiiee OT YKycoB Julo. Eciu 661 TOT He 3akaluisiicsa? Eciau Obl He
yeablanu? BeiBanwiack Obl JIoAKa M3 TyMaHa B TATH MeTpax OT HUX, CUASIIMX Ha
KOpToykax. OToT Obl He TpoMaxHyscs! Jla U oHU Obl He JepHYJIUCH... He yCIeau Obl.

Cxuman KyJaky 10 001 B Majibliax, AbIIIAT TTyOOKO, CTapasich YCIOKOUThCS.

— Ymiblin... — 3aaymMuuBo npousHecia Bepa. — BHus... Tam xnmatb OyayT.

Konbka He ciymiain.

— Bepa! Mb1 akkypaTtHO. MBI M30aJI1 TIOCMOTPYM.

[lanbHas MBICTb MOJIBIXHYJA — ceifyac BepHeMcs, a Y KocTpa AHIpioxa ¢ Butanvem
yayl TOHSIOT, Hac noxuaaiwoTcs. UM comHue Ttam cBetut. Tero! IMamaTku, crajibHUKU.
IMepBbIM metoM — curapethi! Y 3akyputh! 3aTSKKY 3a 3aTSIKKOM, YTOOBI TOJIOBA 3aKPYXKUIach!
A ToToM yXe K pedstaM, K KOCTpY.

Brilumi Ha Kpait mporaja, yepe3 KOTOPBIN U3 Jlarepst ObUIO BUIHO PEKY.

B3o11n10 CosTHIIE — TYCKITBII Pa3MBITBIN IIap — OYITO JIAMITOYKY BKITIOUMIN B HACKBO3b
MPOKYPEHHOW KOMHAaTe.

MemreHHO, Ha KOPTOYKax, Ha Kapaykax, youpas cyxue BeTKH, YTO IMONaJaiich Ha
ITyTH ¥ MOTJIY XPYCTHYTD IO HOTOM, IIONOUPAIVICH K CTBOJTY TTOBAJICHHOTO lepeBa — 32 HUM
MOXHO OBLUTO YKPBITBCS M HAKOHEIl CITOKOMHO OINISIIEThCS.

Hob6panuce no rosajieHHoro aepea. 3anerin. Bagum ¢ Hukonaem — psimom, Bepa —
9yTh B cTopoHe. CKBO3b BHIOEJICHHBIE COJHIIEM CYYbs, OOJICIUICHHBIC KJIOYbSIMHM MXa U
CBHCAOIIEH MayTUHBI, PasmIsIbIBAIN Jarephb.

UyM, mmayiaTku, YepHoe MATHO KOCTPHINA, HapThl, pa3dpocaHHble BElM — Kak OyaTo
HUYero He mpowusonnio Buepa. [lycto ToibKo... TpeBoxHO Kak-To... M KocTep He TBIMMT.

— Augpes Het! — menHyn Konbka Bamumy.

ToT KUBHYJT — MOJ, caM BILKY.

Jlexxann 3a MIOBAJIGHHBIM JI€PEBOM ITOJITO — MOXKeT, Jac. M3penka MorsaapIBaI, HO B
OCHOBHOM CIIYIIAIM — CJIYIIATHA Jiec BOKPYT cebs. [ToHadaxy B3IpardBaJid OT KaKIOTO
1Iopoxa, oT HeoXHIaHHoTo 3ByKa. CKpHII AepeBa, MepelapXuBaHUe NTUILI C BETKU Ha BETKY
OT3BIBAJIMCH BOJTHOM CTpaxa, YTO MTHOBEHHO IPOKATHIBAI IO TeJIy OT 3aTBUIKa IO TISTOK.
ITorom npuBbIKIK. BTO OBLT TOJIOC Jieca.

Konbka 3aMep, YTKHYBIIICH JIULIOM B JIOKTeBOI crub pyku. Kaszamochk, CITUT.
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Baaum siexxan Ha cnimHe, paccMaTpuBa Oejiecoe HeOO HaJl TOJIOBOM, 3aMepllivie BETBU
nepeBbeB. [loka 1mu — corpenuck. HaBanunoch coHHOe olienieHeHNe.

Tonbko Bepa HeoTphIBHO cMOTpesia Ha TMajaTKM, Ha 3aHaBellleHHBII MOJIOroOM BXOJ
YyyMa — €CJIM KTO-TO OCTaJicsl, He BCe YIUIBUIM, OH TIe-TO B JieCcy, MOXET, MPSIMO Y HUX 3a
CIIMHOM, a MOXeT, B MajaTKe WM B YyMe — XKIET C PYXbeM HaU3rOTOBKY, TOXe
MPUCTYILINBAETCS.

Konbka momHsuicsi BO Bechb pocT HEOXUAaHHO, He mpenynpenus. [lpocto Beran u
nouien B jarepb. Jlaxe He omsgHyncs. OHU 3aMmepiu, 3aTaunch, He 3Hasl, YTO JeJaTh.
OcranoButb? Kpuuatrs? Mot 3a HuM? Kojbka 1l CHOKOWHO, YBEPEHHO, OTKPBITO.
IIIar — pazMaimcThiit. X031H XKU3HU!

Konbka Beiien Ha moinsHy. Jlaxe mo cropoHaM He cmoTput. He Goutcsa. Mumo
MOTYXIIIero KocTpuilla — K mnajaTke. [Ipucesn Ha KOPTOYKHU, OTKMHYJ Tojior. Beimpsimuicst.
Curapera Bo pty. [1pukypuBaet!

BoicTpen npo3Byyai ryjako, CJIOBHO IJe-TO NaJeKO OrpOMHOI AyOUHOI yaapwiu 1o
cTBOJY cyxoro nepeBa. KonbKy corHysio nomnojam, oropocuio K naiarke. Cesl Ha 3aJHUILY
U TYT 3Xe 3aBajIWiIcs HaOOK, TKHYJICS JIMLIOM B 3eMITIO.

Baaum co cTpaHHOI#1 3acThIBIIIEl TpUMacoil Ha JIULIE CTal 3aTOPMOXKEHHO MOAHUMAThCS,
XOTeJl BCTaTh, HO Bepa MeTHysach, nepekaTuiiach Mo 3emiie — HaBaJuIach, Bxkaja JIMIIOM
B OEJIOMOIIIHMK, 3allenTana comBumBo: «Tuxo... Jlexu, jexu, MUIblil. Yke Bce... Jlexu,
noxasnyiicra! Bece xopoio Oynet!»

Baguma Ouna npoxb, coTpsicaia Teno. Bepa TuxoHbKO TIiamuia ero Io CHMHE,
nepedupaiia BoJlockl Ha 3aTbuiKe. CTapajiach YCIIOKOUTb.

Bepa Bapyr mepHysachk BceM TesoM. «Eciu oH Buzen, oTKyna Beiel Hukomaii? A oH
Buzen! Ob6s3atenbHO BUaes! 3HaUYNUT, OH ceifyac rpobupaetcs, nmoamnosaeT K HUMm! C Kakoi
cropoHbl ctpenstin? Yxomuts! Ckopee!»

3arpscia Baguma 3a mrevo, 3aienTana: « Bagum, Munenbkuii, mononsiu. Ckopee! Hy!
Hagaii, gasaii! ITonsu, noxanyiicra! 3a mHoii. Tonbko He BcTaBaii, He Oeru!»

OrnsiHyNnach Hanocenok. Hukonait Tak v jexan, CKpoYMBIIMCH BO3Je MajlaTKu, He
1IeBETUIICS.

Bepa u cama He moHUMasIa, Kak UM yaajaoch BhIpBaThesl. Ee neiicTBus He moaiaBalich
JIOTHKEe — 3HaJja, YyTo TMOoCTyMnaeT HelpaBWIbHO, HO HUYero ¢ coboli nojaejaaTb He Moryia —
Oynb uto Oymer!

BMmecTo Toro 4toObl OTION3ATh K Jiecy, TIe MOXHO YKDPBITbCS CpeiM NepeBbeB, OHU
TOTOJI3/IM MOYTU Ha BUIY, MO OTKPHITOMY MPOTajay, B CTOPOHY PeKU. A MOTOM MOOEXaIu
BIosib Gepera. He crielira, cioBHO Ha 0ObIYHOI TTpobeskKe. M mobexxann He BHU3, a BBEPX I10
TeueHut0. MoxeT, HeJIOTMYHOCTDb cracia ux?

Bckope nec nopenen. KycrapHuk u penkue HeBbicokue AepeBbsi. [To Gepery — TyT u
TaM HaBOPOUYEHHbIe KaMEHHbIE OOJIOMKU. Y3Ke He O6exasiu, MpoOHpauch, Mepesie3aiv yepes
HUX.

Peka 3nech aenana noBoport. [1oTok ¢ 1rymMmoMm, B oliMeTKax OeJsioli MeHbl, BhIPbIBAJICS
Ha cBobofy, 000apaBIINCh O B3AbIMAIOLIUIACS BBEPX KAMEHHBIN OOK CKaJlbl.

M oHu mone3nu — BBepX U BBepx. Ha kapaukax, Lemssch 3a CIyTaHHbIE BETBU
YarblXXHUKa, XBaTasich 3a oOJielieHHble MxoM KaMHM. HyxHo Obl1o HaBepx! [loOpatbes,
MepeBAIUTh, M TOTIa OHU CKPOIOTCS U3 BUIA 151 TeX, KTO BHU3Y, KTO UIIET UX, IIpecienyeT,
XoueT 3aueM-To youtb. Jdonomnznu. [lepeBamuim.

OTKphUIach J0JIUHA.

Pexa GpoiieHHBIM Ha 3eMITIO cepItoM pa3pesaiia ee. Hecyllasics BHM3y Boja oTJiMBaia
cranblo. [To Gepery peku — HeoNnpsTHOE, BBITSIHYTOE K TOPU3OHTY MSTHO Jieca, U3 KOTOPOro
OHU BBIpBaUCh. TyHApa — 0e3 KOHLIAa U Kpasi, pa3iuBLIascs BO BCe CTOPOHBI MOJOTMMU
XOJIMaMH, CJIOBHO BOJIHBI TpoMalHble 3acTbUid, — cepas, Oe3pasznuuHasa. WM Ha
MPOTUBOIIOJIOXHOM Oepery, Baajieke, MATHBIIIKO — YepHOe Ha CEpoM — 03epo.
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Bepa yxe 3Hama, Kyma uaru. Korga oHU ¢ AeoM MpUIUIM CIOAa, OHa oOolilia
OKpecTHOCTHU. PeKy XoTesloch yBUIIETh CBEPXY, NTOYYBCTBOBATh, KaKas OHa, KyJa TeyeT, YTO
TaM 3a MOBOPOTOM?

PaciiieninHa, K KoTopoit OHU MPUIILTH, ITOJOT0 HAaYMHAJIach Ha caMOM Bepxy oOphbIBa,
CTPeMUTEbHO cOerana BHU3, orudast BBUIM3aHHBIN TOXISIMU OCTaHell, KOTOPBIi Mperpaxait
eii myTh, U OOpyIIMBAJach KaMHemaaoM, obpasysl Ha Oepery OChIllb M3 HABOPOUYEHHBIX
00JIOMKOB.

Cnyctunuch BHU3. [loa HaBHcaloolIMM YIJIOM OCTaHIla — HeOoJbllas TLIOLIAAKA.
Tenepb 3aMeTUTh UX MOXKHO OBLIO TOJBKO ¢ Oepera, a U TO — C MPOTUBOMOIOXHOTO.
C ocTaJIbHBIX CTOPOH TpPUKpbIBaja cKaja.

— Bot! — ckazana Bepa u ycTtano ornyctuiach Ha 3eMITIO.

Baaum Moua pasrisabiBajg HaBUCAlOUIMi Ha/ TOJIOBOM KaMeHb, TPOTaJl PYKOM.

— Canucn!

Bagum npucen psaom.

— Bepa, 310 Korma-Hubynp 3akoHuutcs? Ero Beab Toxe 3acTpenuau?

— Ja.

IIpo cebst momymMaita: MOXeT, U He HacMepTh, MOXeT, paHeH. Ho oT Hux yxe Hudero
He 3aBUcUT. He cMoryT oHM eMy MOMOYb.

— BubI ¢ BepxoBbs nutu? C o3ep? — mpousHecia 3ayMYnBo, He Xkaajaa oTBeTa. — MBI
¢ nefoii TaM ObLIH... [ToMHUIIIb MecTo? MepTBoe! KameHb, 1 Boia Ha KaMHSIX pasiuTa. Tyuu
yepHble. Lleristorcst 6proxoM. Tyman u moxnb. HeT peiObI, HeT 3Bepsl, HeT NTUlbL. ena
TOBOPWJI, YEPHOE MECTO.

3amomyana.

— To1 Kk yemy 310? — crnipocust Bagym.

Bepa TsoKeno B3moxHyia.

— Ora peka CBemioit Ha3piBaeTcss. OHa U3 YepHOTo MecTa BhITeKaeT. [loToM cBeTsIon
craHoBuTcs. ZKuBoit oHa ctaHoBuTcs! [Toromy u CBeTnasi — nena oObSICHSUI.

— U uro?
— MoxeT, oHa He 110 KOHIIa ellie xuBoii ctana? Hy... MepTBas ele. [TosTomy Bee Taxk...
— MoxerT... — 3amymuuBo npousHec Bagum. — XoTg Ham oT aToro He Jjerde. Yro

nenatb Oynem?

— Hwuuero! — ¢ Be13oBOM npousHeciia. — XKnars! C aToro Mecra He yiigem. [leHb, 1Ba,
Tpu — BblaepXuM. [lyckait uinyr! Cobak HeT — jasg He cablmanu. UM emre... OHu OyayT
IymMaTb — Mbl MO peke BHM3 moimeM. Tam kmaTh OyayT. A Mbl He MoiieM, Mbl 37eCh
ocraHeMmcd. Ilyckaii oHu yxonsr!

— A panblue?

Ha camoM niernie oH yxke He ciryinai, 9Tto ropopwia Bepa. HeynepkrMo KIIOHWIIO B COH.
Cetwiio Onekioe ceBepHoe conHue. M He Obuto Berpa. Temuo. Hakoneu-to Termio!
Jledyb Ha KaMHU, 3a6UThCs TTog, KaMHM! Hukoro He BuneTh, HM4ero He moMHUTh! Criath! Kak
B IICTCTBE — JIAJOIIKY CBECTH HaJl TOJIOBOI — Uyp, 5 B foMuKe! HeT MeHs, cripsTaics oT Beex,
HUKTO He MOXeT TPOHYTH!

— Bepa, s yyThb-uyTh TIONEXKY, NagHo? — [loBanuics Ha GOK, CBEpHYJICS KaJauYuKOM.

— Baaum, kamuu! He Hago! OHu xonoaHble, Terwio BeicocyT! [Momoxmu! Hait KypTKy.

3aTtopMolmia, 3acTaBia cecTb. CTruBajia ¢ Hero sHIedarnTKy. be3BolbHO, Kak
KYyKJIa, BCKAABIBAI PYKH, TIoMoTast CHATh. OcTajicsl B CBUTepe — CMEIIHbIe OeJible OJICHU
Oeryr 1o cuHeMy ¢oHy. U cpasy jer cHoBa. 3akpbutl riaza. [IpoBamwmics.

Bepa 1o pacienuHe BbIOpajiack HaBepX. OToIlla B CTOPOHY, K TpyIe BaJlyHOB,
OOJIeTUICHHBIX TOJICTBIM CJIOeM OeJIOMOITHUKA. BbIBepHysTa sHIChaJIUTKy HaW3HaHKY,
3aBs3ajia y3JIOM pyKaBa M ropjio. OGamupania MOX ¢ KaMHel, 3allMXMBajia B 3TO Tomobue
MellKa.

Bepnynacs. Beicwinana Bosne crisiiiero Baguma. Maso! CHoBa HaBepx. [IprHeca enie.
Bricwimana, pasposHsita. C TpyaoM nepekatnia Baguma ¢ ToNBIX KaMHel Ha TTOACTUIIKY U3
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Mmxa. Mbluaja Bo cHe, cToHaj, BcxiaumnbiBas. M cHoBa HaBepx! Eie Hamo! MHoro Hamo.
3aMepsHyT Houblo. [ToBanmiack Ha rpyay Mxa, OOHsIIa, TIPUXKajaach CO CITIMHBI BCEM TEJIOM.
VYTKHyach TULIOM B ero cBuTep. Bapixaiia 3amax KocTpa 1 mora.

Bagum nipocHysicst mepBbiM. OGIOMOK KaMHsI 60JbHO BIWIcs B mievo. [lombitancs
MOBEpPHYThCS, HO Mellayiid Bepunsl pyku. Pacuenun. Co cTOHOM INepeBepHYJICS Ha CITUHY.
Bepa Toxe 3amesenmnace. 3akauvistia. Cunenu psaaom. OtyrieBive. 3amep3siiye. ['onoaHble.
He cmotpenu apyr Ha apyra, He pasroBapuBau.

Bce nmomeHsuioch — HebO 3aBOJIOKIN KJIOUKOBaTbie HU3KKE Tydu. CosiHLe MbITaeTcs
MpoOUThCSl, HO HE MOXET — JIMIIb OJIEKIbIM PasMBITBIM MSITHOM OOO3HayaeT CBOe
MIPUCYTCTBUE.

— BOro otkynma? — crnpocwi Bagum, nepedupas MOX, pacchillaHHBIM Ha KaMHSIX.

— Ilpunecna. Maro...

— Jagaii eiie Hacobupaem? Eciiv MHOTo HAaHOCUM — 3apoeMcsl B Hero — Bce Teluiee
Oyner.

— JaBaii. TonbKo KypTKa MajeHbKasl.

— A eclii Ml ellie TBo# OasaxoH rpucrnocooum? B Hero 3Haelb, CKOJBbKO MOMeCTUTCs!

— Her, He xouy.

— Ilepecranb, Bepa! Yero ctecHsaThea? OxkosieeM Beab Houblo! JlaBaii, 4TOOBI TeOe He
0OMIHO ObLIO, 51 ITaHBl CHUMY — B HMX TOX€ MOX HOCHUTb MOXHO!

Briepsrie Bepa ynbioHynachk. BaguM cMoTpen Ha Hee M BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBaJ — Temepb
He KaXIblii cam 3a cedsi, Teriepb oHU BMecTe! M Kyna-To pa3oM OTCTYIWJIO Bce IJIoXoe U
cTpalllHoe, YTo Taluiaoch cieqoM. M Bamum yxke kKomaHAoBaj, a OHa TMOTYMHSIACK.
[Mpuiina gerkoctb. OHU OBITU MOJIOABI, K OHM Urpasiv. Ceifyac BOT CTPOWJIU CBOE THE3IIO,
CBOIi 1lIajialll, CBOIO Telllepy — caMM, HUKaKHUX B3pOCJbIX — KaK B JIETCTRBE.

Baaum He pasmymbiBasi CKMHYJ carlorM M HavyaJl pacCcTeruBaTh IITaHbI.

— OrtBepHuUCh, — nomnpocuia Bepa.

Cranyna 4epe3 royioBy cokyil. Octajiach B Genoii ¢pyTOoNKe ¢ ITMHHBIM PYKaBOM U
YepHBIX Tpycax. MeXoBble YK Ha HOTax, MOJABSI3aHHbIE TOJ KoJeHOM. TsHyaa pyKamu
MaiiKy BHM3, cTapasch MPUKPBLITL Tpychl. He mosnyyanocs.

— Ioiiaem!

Banum nosepnyics. Kakas kpacupast! CrecHsieTcs...

— Bepa! Jlepxu cButep! Ha!

— Cnacu6o!

Hanena. Kak B tutateuiie KopoTkoM. Yibibaetcs. Ha Hero GiaromapHo cMOTPUT.

— IMourmu, Bepa! [Mononsnu HaBepx! MBI ceifiuac cTOJIBKO 3TOro Mxa Harackaem!

— Tol nepBbIM!

V BepumHbl Bepa octaHoBmina Baguma.

— IMomoxnu! JaBaii Terniepb s1.

He cran cioputh. OctaHoBWICS, TIPONYCTHI. M JTHIIIb ceiidac coobpasuit, moyeMy oHa
rociaja ero Briepes. 3amep. CMoTpes, Kak OHa KapaOKaeTcsl HaBepX, XBaTasiChb pyKaMu 3a
0010MKU KaMHei. CMOTpelT Ha TYTo OOTSTHYTYIO TPycaMHU TOIIKY, CBUTEpP ceiiyac HMYero He
MIPUKPBIBAJI, Ha 3aropelible HOTM, KOTOPbIe TaM, Ilie Mcye3ala y3Kas YepHast IToJI0CKa TPYCOB,
cxommtrich BMecTe. CMOTpel 1 yabioaics. He 9yBcTBOBa HUYETro, KpoMe paJoCcTH OT TOTO,
YTO BUAWT 3TO, YTO OHa PSIIOM, YTO OHa TaKas KpacuBas!

Bepa, mon3ast Ha KoJleHsIX, HaOWBaJla MMIIPOBU3MPOBaHHBIE MKW MXOM, Bamim
oTHocwI. HacTymmto Kakoe-To 060I0MHOe 3aTMeHIEe — OHU ITepecTayii 6ositbest. HaBepHoe,
TIPOcTO ycTamu. [TouTH cyTKM OeXKaIK U MPSATATUCH. A ceiidac OHU BMecTe CTPOMTH. [103a0bIB
000 BceM, CTPOWJIM TIpearojiaracMoe Oymyliee.

Korma BagyMm nomHsutcs B ogepeHol pa3 — Bepsl cpemy KaMHel He 6b110. TpeBoXXHO
onsnencst — mycto! TolbKo cepble TY9W HABUCAIOT TSOKETIO. YBUIEN ceOs CO CTOPOHBI —
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>KaJIKWI yeJoBeYeK Ha BepIlIMHe 0OpbiBa, B Malike, Tpycax U OOJIOTHBIX carorax, packaTaHHbIX
BBILLIE KOJEH — TOTEPSIBLIMIACS B MPOCTPAHCTBE U BPEMEHU.

Bepa nosiBuiack HeoXxuaaHHO, cOOKY, U3 pacnaaka, KOTOphlii oH U He puMeT. Llna
K Hemy, crieluia, noutu 6exaina. [1porsarusaetr pyky. [lonaHas jamoiika KpymHBIX SITOA —
Mopolka!

M Bapyr mouyBcTBOBaJ, Kak xodeT ecTb! POT HamoiHWiICS CIIOHOM, MPUILIOCH
CYJIOPOXKHO cIIaThiBaTh. Bepa cMoTpesia Ha Hero u cMestiack. bpait rydbamu ¢ 1aioHU STObl,
BIbIXaJT €IBa PA3IMYUMBIN CJAJAKOBATHIN 3aMax, YyBCTBOBAJI TEIUIO €€ TaJIbIIEB.

Ilenrana: «Ewb, ews! fron MmHoro! Eie cobepy!»

U Bapyr otaepHyia pyky. [loceimanuch sironbl.

— Cwmorpu!

Bagum obGepnyscs.

Bnaneke Haz JiecoM nmogHUMaIcst AbIM. TsIHYJICSI BBepX Oelblii cToIO U, MOMHSBIIUCH
BBIILIE JIepEeBbEB, MOAXBAYEHHBIN BETPOM, MpeBpalayicsl B pa3MbiToe 00JAKO ¢ pBaHbIMU
OonTalolMMUCs KpasiMU. besblit cMeHWICS YepHBbIM, TYCTBIM — CJIOBHO TUIIOHYJIM BBEpX
caxeii. PazmeTano Berpom u 3ToT. CHOBa TTOBAIUI OEIbIIA.

— CraHoBHulle XryT, — TiporoBopuiia Bepa.

OnycTmwiach Ha KojieHU. 3aruiakania.

Banmum pactepsuicsa. CMoTpen Ha B3aparuBaollye ey, Ha 6e33alMTHBIN 3aTbUIOK
C TOHKOI OTKPBLITOI IMOJOCKON KOXM TMPOMEX pasleSieHHBIX BOJOC, Ha Tojible KOJEeHHU,
yToMalolue BO MXy.

O6epHynack. CMOTPUT Ha HETro cHU3Y BBepX. PoT kpuBuUTCS. TpeT no-neTcKu KyJauKoM
onuH rma3. M kamns nox Hocom. Kanko ee — cut Her!

— XKryT! — BcxJIMIIbIBaeT, BbIIABAMBAET U3 ceOs c/ioBa Ha Bhigoxe. — OHU TaM... Kak
onn? Jlena! INana tBoii, Hukomnaii! Kak?

[Mpuuuraet. [oBOPUT Npo HUX, OYATO OHU ellle XKuBble. [Ipucen psIoM Ha KOPTOUYKH,
00Hs1 3a meud. M oHa — K Hemy, cpady, Xknajia — pa3BepHyJach, 00XBaTwia, YTKHYJIACh
JIUIIOM B TUIEYO, BCXJIMIIBIBAET TOPECTHO, JPOXWUT TONI PYyKOW — IUIayeT, He MOXKeT
OCTaHOBUThCSI.

3awenTan, cTapasch yCIIOKOUTb, — 4yTh I'y0aMu yXa KacaeTcs, IbIIIUT ropsivo: «Bepal
Hy ne napno! Iepecrans! Henbast ceituac 06 atom aymatb! MBI ¢ yma coiineM, eciu Oyaem
IyMaTb 00 9TOM. Mbl HUYEro He MOXeM c/esaTh, MOTOMY U AyMmaTh He Oymem. Het ux!
Huxkoro Het! EcTb TOJIBKO MBI ¢ TOOOI! MBI ¢ TOGOIT — BMecTe! Dro rnaBHoe! Hy He mutaub,
noxaiyicral»

O6Hs kperue. [Ipuxanack. 3aTuxia.

Baaum nponoikas roBOPUTH BCe, YTO MPUXOIMIO HAa YM, OOSUICSI OCTAHOBUTBCS: «OTO
Jlaxke XOpollo, YTO OHU Jarepb nogoxmiu! Cremat. 3HAYUT, YXOIUTb cobpanuck. OHU TaM
ceifyac... A MbI — 31ech! 3HAYUT, OHU CIOIA He TIPUAYT. A MBI... MBI ceifyac MOX ellie HapBeM,
siron Hacooupaem! He 3amepsHem!»

OTtopBajiach OT Hero, OTOABHHYJIACH.

— Jla? — crapaetcs yIbIOHYThCS, a TyOHI ellle MoAParuBaioT, 1 IIIeKU MOKpbIe OT CJie3
OJIeCTSIT.

— Ha! da! Beragaii! IMoitnem! He cmoTpu Tynma, He Hamo.

Yepes yac HavaJl HAKpaIbIBaTh M0XIb. KITyOGB! TBIMa Bce ellle BCTABAIM HAJI JIECOM.

Bepa cobupaia sTomsl, TTomTsApBala Ha BamMa — TOT Kak 3aBeleHHBIN oOaupalt ¢
KaMHell MoX, HabuBal MellKy. C TepBBIMU KaIUIIMU JOXIS TTOTHaJIa €T0 BHU3, YKPBITHCS
oIt KaMeHb. He xoTel yXxomuTh, BOIIIeN B paxk — Bce eMY Ka3aJloch, YTO HAMIO €I YYTh-IyTh...
Yoenuna. Henb3st mpoMokHyTh! B MoKpoii onmeknme Houblo 3aMep3Helllb. Hukakoii Mox He
TIOMOXeT, He COTpeelrbCs.

Cpasy TocJte Toro, Kak ofieJIUCh, HACTYITWIIO JIETKOE OTIY3KICHYE, CIOBHO OTOMBUHYJIVCH
ApyT OT Apyra.
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Bepa mbiTamack BoccTaHOBUTH Xom coObITHi. Cuurtana BbicTpenbl. OHa yxXe He
crapajach MOHSITb — moyeMy? A BOT KTo? Eciau 3To HeHILIbl... — UX Obl He BBIITYCTWIN U3
Jlarepst ¥, yX Tem OoJiee, He TTO3BOJMIM ObI OeraTh 1o Jiecy — JaBHO Hauuiu 6bl. Her, He
Haiu. Torma KTo?

Bagum nyman o6o Bcem cpasy. OO oTle, jexalleM ¢ YepHOil IbIpoii BMECTO Iia3a,
KOTOPOIO yXe HEeT, KOMYy YyXe HHUKOTAa He CMOXellb IpeIbsSBUTb CBOM 3aro3lajibie
MPETEeH3UM, YTO-TO OOBICHUTH, AoKa3aTh... O Mame. Bor kak? IlpocTo BoiiTH U ¢ mopora
ckaszatb: «Otia 6oJibliie HeT»?

— BaguM, Kak oHM cTpensTh cTain? — Hapyluuia MoayaHue Bepa.

— He noHsut... YTo 3HAYUT, KaK CTAIU CTPESITh?

— S B yyme Oblna. Kak? Yrto Thl Bugen?

— A-a-a... IlepBblif BBICTpe]l — OH KakKoOW-TO AaJlbHUI ObLI, Ha peKe Iie-To, 3a
nepeBbsiMU. Cobaku 3aiasuiv U Tyda MeTHyJrch. CrienoMm ellie onuH BbicTpen. 1o cobake,
HaBepHOe, — OHa 3aBM3Xajla, CKYJWIa OYeHb.

3amonyan. Bepa He ToponuIia.

— Mu1 Huvero He noHumanu. Otelr Betajit. TyT ero... A majibliie s Tuioxo nomHio. [lo-
MoeMy, elle cTpeisiii. B kocrep monanu. Tyt Tel MeHs moBanuia. [Tobexanu. A 4yro?

Bepa cupaena, 3agyMuyuBO Iepechinasi KOMOUYKHM MXa M3 OMHOI JIAJOLIKU B JIPYTYIO.
MemneHHo, akkypaTHo. Crapajiach, YTOObI He YIaJIM Ha 3eMIIO.

— 4 nymato... iepBblii BEICTpes o Jionke Ob11. ToBapuill Baiil BO3BpaIaIcs, MOATLIbLI.
Ero 3ametunu. Minu oH ux 3ameTtwii. OHu cienuiu, HaBepHoe. [103ToMy U He CTpessuiu 1o
Jarepio cpasy. M Joaky Mbl ero Ha 3ToM Oepery HalllIu.

— Ho 3ayem? Ilouemy?

— He 3Hato.

3Haro! BepHee, noraapiBaioch. Tolbko He BUHOBATHI Mbl ¢ aefoi. Henb3st emy moka
roBopuTh. Ho 3T0 TouyHO He Haim!

— Bepa! [Touemy MbI He MOKeM Jiarepb CBEpXY, 1O TYHpe, 00OUTH, a ajIbllie y>Ke BHU3
1o peke? MBI LIMPOKYIO AYTY 3aJI0KUM, Hac He 3aMeTT. YTo MBI 31ech BeicvkuBaeMm? Ceiiuac
TEMHO CTaHeT — camoe Bpemsi!

IMocMoTpena Ha Hero, B3IOXHYJIa. 3HaJa, YTO MPHMIETCS OOBSCHSTH, yoexmatb. He
3HaJIa, KaK BOCTIPUMeET. 3aroBopmiia MeJUTeHHO, CTapajiach, YTOOBI OHO 3a APYroe HeTUIsIoCh.

— CwMmotpu... Henwbss... Eapl Het, Koctpa HeT. [onoanbie. Houbto XonmonHo. JIBa qHs He
enn. 3aBTpa yxe ocjlabeeM, MITH He 3axodeTcs. Korma XoJomHO — CHIIBI OBICTPO YXOJISIT.
[Tyts — cto kxunomerpoB. TyHapa. B nenp — nBaguats kuitomeTpoB! Ho 3T0 Koraa ChITHIIA.
TonogHomy He mpoiitu. [lambiie Taiira HayHeTcs. Tponm HeT. XOpOINO, €CIH IeCSITh
KWJIOMETPOB B JIeHb IIPOXOAUTD MOJIYYUTCS. DTO €CIIM roJionaTh He 6yneM. Sromsl, rpuos —
CHJT MaJIO JafoT.

— CKoJIbKO JHel uaru? — He BhlIepXkasn, cripoci Bagum.

Bepa 3agymanacek, 3allieBenuiia TyGaMu.

— JIBaguatb. Ho Moxewm He goiitu. Eie... OHu BHU3Y XaaTh OyayT. Mbl — UX BUIIEN.
He BoinycTar. [IBoe nmoyemMy yruibuin? Jlymaror, Mbl Mo peke IMouuind. bosrcs, uro yitmem
Janeko. YIycTUTh Hac Gosarcs.

OH He oXuIan Takoro noBopora. Kaszanochk, Bce ICHO — HaIo WATH TyOa, TIe JIOAMN.
OCHOBHasI OITaCHOCTb — 3TO T€, KOTOPbIe TT0 HUM CTPEISIoT. O00MTH, 0OMaHyTh UX — U BOT
OHa, TIpsIMast Topora JOMOi!

— 3nech knath Oyaem. Yoyt oHu co ctaHoBuina. Yitmyt! [Tycth coxriau! Mbl uckatb
oynem. Hox, Tonop. Ilyckaii 6e3 pykositok, ooropesiuue. [1Ikypsl. Ham Bce celiuac HyHO!

He cTama eMy ToBOpHTB, He XOTeJIOCh OOHaIeXKNBaTh. Y HUX C IeIOM BO3JIe Jlarepst ObLT
YCTPOeH CXPOH — TpPybO CKOJIOYEHHBIN SIIMK, 3aKpelUICHHBI Ha JepeBe, B KOTOPOM
MPSATAIN OT MEJKHUX TPHI3YHOB MpoayKThl. Halm — HaiigyT cpasy, 3Ha[T, 4YTO BCce TakK
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JIeJIaloT — HaJesThcsl Hevyero. A BOT ec/Iv TpUIILIbie, MOTYT U He 3HaTh. Bellb TaM 1 crinyku
ecTn!

— Hy xopoiio. CobepeM ocraBiiieecst 6apaxyio, a aajbliie?

— OHU Hac BHU3Y Ha peke OyayT XnaThb. Mbl 1o 3Toii peke He noiiaeM. [1o apyroii peke
BBIXOIUTH Oyaem!

Bagum ynuBneHHo mocMmotpes Ha Bepy — 4To oHa ropoaut?

— Peky neperibiBeM. Ha npyroit 6eper. Bogopaznen nepeiinem — aBa IHs 1o TyHIpe
M BbIliieM K BoHre. DT0 peka, 1o KOTOpoii BbI TUIBITh XOTeJIM. TaM OHU Hac XXAaTh He OyayT.

— A monyuurtcs?

— OHM He MOTYT X1aTb Aojiro. He 3HaIOT, 4TO MBI 3/1eCh. A €CJIU MBI YK€ BHU3 10 peKe
uaemM? 3HaYUT HAIO HAC TaM XAaTb. YXOOUTh UM Hajo... Bagum! Tak? Yto Momyunin?

— Bpone, Thl Bce MpaBWIbHO TOBOPUIIb. ..

Ceiiyac eil ObLJIO BaXXHO, YTOOBI OH HE IPOCTO COMIACWJICS, HYXXKHO OBLIO, YTOOBI
MOYYBCTBOBAI — 93TOT IUIAaH OHM MpuaymMaiu BMmecTe! Jlayblile OHa chIIpaeT Ha €ro
YeCcTOI00UH, MOMpoOyeT YOeauTh, YTO 3TOT TUIaH MPUHAIEXUT eMy. OH ero npumymait!
MyxunHe — 310 BaxkHo! OHa TOHsIa NaBHO. MYXXYMHBI M XKEHIIUHbI — OHM pa3HbIe.
MyxxunHe HaJo ObITh ITaBHBIM. M1 OH 00s3aTebHO 3aX0UYeT, HEMHOTO MPUIET B cedsl —
u Toraa... [Tycts 6ynet! He BaxHo... BaxkHo, 4TOOBI BCe e1anoch MPaBUIbHO.

— Bamum, Bctanb, moxanyiicta. Mox pasrpe0y. JlaBaii jasokem?

Bepa cnenana nexaHky — MpsSIMOYTOJIbHUK U3 ToJjicToro ciios Mxa. He mosneHunach,
MprHecaa KaMHU U 00JI0XWIa 10 KpasiM, YTOObI MOX He pacroi3ayicsl B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI,
KOTIIa BepTEThCSI BO CHE OYIyT.

Ornsanynack. He cmotpur. [IpoBena pykoil Mexmy HOT, TogHecaa JaJ0Hb K JIWILY.
OdyeHb XOTeJoch TOMBITBCS, HO K peKe crycKaThbcsl omacHo. Jlera Tak. CBepHynach
KaJayMKoM, Ha KOJIeHU COKY HaTsiHy/da. 3aTuxia.

Baaum Tak v cunen y Hee B Horax, He JIOXKUJICSI, CMOTpeJ Ha A0X/b, HAa CEpOCTh — Kak
OHa, TOCTETNEeHHO Cryllasch, MpeBpaliaercs B TeMHOTy. Jlyman o0 ogHOM — y Hero 3a
CIIUHOM JIEXUT AEBYIIIKA — ceifuac OH JISKET PSIIOM, TIOYYBCTBYET ropsiuee Tejio, OKPYIJIOCThb
Oenpa, MaJEHbKYIO TPYib, YXOISUIYI0 B OECKOHEYHOCTh TIPOMEKHOCTHU BEPIIMHY TEMHOTO
TPeyroJIbHUKa BHU3Y XUBOTA.

Hano neup psmom, mpmxaTh ee K cebe. O ToM, YTO majbliie, OH He myMa. Jledp,
o6HaTh, TpmxkaTth! Camomy nprxatbesi! TecHo, TecHO! 3aphIThCsl JIMLIOM B €€ BOJIOCHI.
OLIyTUTB TPYABIO, XUBOTOM, OeipaMi U3TUO ee Tela. 3ad0oXHYThCS OT HeXXHOCTH!

Memmun. Cuzen, cMOTpeJl Ha TOXIb, CIyLIa repecTyk Karenab. He obopaunBaics. He
XOTesl cebe TpU3HaThbesl, YTo Ooutcs. JleBATHaALATh JIeT, BTOPOW Kypc MHCTUTYTa 3a
TIe4yaMu, a YTO OH 3HaeT o XeHluMHax? Kakue onn? Kak Hamo? Tam — mup, apyroit Mup,
M B HETO HaJlo BOMTH, TTOIMACTh, OKa3aThCsl He HabTIomaTeIeM M TOCTeM, HaJIo CXKUTHCS ¢ HAM!

Bosines ce6s1. CBoero HernpeackasyeMoro Tejia, CBOEro CyMacIlleCTBUS. ..

Torma, B obuiare, rox Hasaz... [Iprexanu mbsHble. Kak oHM LIYTHIM — K GaJlepuHaM.
OG1ara-To OBIBIIETO WHCTUTYTa KYyJAbTypbl. OH TOXe M3 cebS OMBITHOIO CTPOWI.
YeThIpeXKOMHaTHasI KBapTUpa, U TaM X — outkoM. IMamka ¢ 2Kekoit TyT Xe To JeBULIE
OTXBaTWJIM M Pa3olIUCh TTO COCEHUM KOMHaTaM. A oH ocTtajics. Cumen 3a CTOJIOM — CTOJ
MeXIy KpoBaTAMU OBLT MOCTaBlieH. PAooM — onHa; ABe — HampoTuB. BeimuBamu. OH
YTO-TO paccKasbiBaj, cMesTich. Bapyr cBeT morac. Heoxkumanno. Hudero coobpasuth He
ycrel — ero CXBaTWJIM 3a OTBOPOTHI PyOalllKi M KyJa-To TOTallWIv, Yepe3 cTtol. M oH
noggancd. IToceimanack mocyna, CToJ oTheXall B CTOpoHY. CMeLIKU B TEMHOTE.

OHa moBaJiijia ero Ha cebs — OfHa M3 TeX, YTO cumesia HarmpoTuB. IToToMm 1o Hero
JIOIIIJIO — MOXET, 3TO Y HUX UTpa TaKasl OblTa — KTO MEePBHIii, KTo ycreeT? My ToroBopminch
3apaHee...

OHa cama caenana. [Tomorna. ObxBatuia, HanpaBuia. HaBanwia ero Ha ce6s1. M cpasy
>Xe 3a0uitach, M30THYJIACh TTOJ HUM, 3aCTOHAaJIa, cTaja laparnaTh CIIMHY HOTTSIMU — JUTUHHO
¥ GOJIbHO.
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OH TOJIbKO YCITeJl OKYHYTBhCSI BO BJIAXKHBIN Kap, 3aJOXHYTbCSI, U BCE 3aKOHUYMIOCH.
Bbickonb3Hyna m3-mox Hero. 3akypuja. 3a Bce 3TO BpeMsl He CKasaJlu IpYyr ApYyry HU
cJloBa — KOMOLIWIUCH Moiya. belio cThigHo. XoTen cpady yiTu. bosiics oouneTs...

Bor u moitmMu, 661 OH ¢ XKEHIIWHON VA HeT?

IMoansncsa Ha Horu. OHa cpa3y BCTpeIeHyJach.

— Bagum, TH Kyna?

— Cmu! 4 ceityac...

— He xomu naneko. IMoxanyiicra!

He nocayman. ITo ockinmu nose3 HaBepx. JoXab MOYTH TiepecTai, MejaKasl BOIsHas
B3Bech BHcesia B Bo3ayxe. CTOsUT B 9TOM JIMIIKOM, BSI3KOI MOJYTbMe, CMOTpPEJ B TY CTOPOHY,
Iae, eMy Ka3ajloch, OJI>KeH HaXoauThes Jarepb. Hanesiics yBuaetb orcBeT Koctpa. Eciu He
VIIJIW, TOJIKHBI 3Ke OHU XKeub KocTep? XoTsl... Ecu nmomkuaatoT — xkeub He OyayT. Hu yepra
He BUIHO!

CTos171, MOACTABUB JIMIIO JIMTMKOI Mopocu. OH MOAHSUICS cloja He 32 TeM, YTOObI
MIOCMOTPeThb, TOPUT JIM KOCTep, a YTOOBI ellle XOTb YyTb-4yTh OTTSIHYTh BpeMsa. Cam
MOHMMaJI, Kak 3To cMelllHo. Benpb xouet ee. OyeHb xoueT!

OCTOpOXHO, CTapasich He IOCKOJb3HYThCS, TMPUIEPKUBasICh PyKaMU 3a MOKpBIE
KaMmHH, cryctwics. He crama. 2Knana, korma BepHeTCSI.

— Bagum! Canoru cHumu. Mox BHyTpb nuxail. [IpocoxHyT 3a HOYb.

— Ara.

Jler psnoM. 3amepiu oba. Tak u iexkanu. Jlonro. O6Hsu1. JlamoHb oKa3ajaach YyTh BhILIE
xuBoTa. M1 oHa cpasy moBepHyJach. Pe3ko, BceM TejoMm. Pykamu jauio obxBaTuia.
Lemyer — MenKo, GBICTPO, CIIOBHO KIIIOET — TyOBI, IIEKH, J00, Hoc. [IpIXxaHue ropsiee.
Ornepcst 0 pyKy, HaBUC JIMLIOM, UIIIET Ty0amMu ee TyObl.

Bpemst ocraHOBWIIOCH, MCUE3JIO KyAa-To...

TonbKo Tena cIuleTeHHbIe, BXaTble IPYT B APYra, MepBble HEXXHbIE MPUKOCHOBEHUSI.

— He cmemu, He crieii, Mol Xopolluii! — 1enTana ropsiueyHo, a cama crienimia —
LIeJIoBaJIa ero Tpyib, OOHUMAala, IPYKUMaTach OeIpamu.

Ero He cramo. CyllecTBOBaJIO JIMIIL TeJNO, JO TOCIEOHEH KJIETKH HAITOJHEHHOEe
CJTaIOCTHOM MCTOMOI 1 IBVKEHVEM, HallpaBJIeHHBIM B HUKY/Ia, B 06CKOHEYHOCTh, B HIYTO,
pByIIleecs TyIa, CMeTaollee Bee Mperpaabl — Iyoxke, rayoxke! CKPYTHIIO MBIIIILIBI, U30THYJIO
CYIOpPOTOii TeJI0O — ycIe OTIIMXHYTh €€, OTBAIWICS CaM.

Jlexan Ha cnimHe, He OTKphIBas mia3. plman Tsekeno. Tena He 9yBCTBOBaJl, €ro He
ctayio. Co3HaHWe HOCWIOCH TIe-TO B TEMHOTE.

M B 3T0I1 Iy/IKOI TEeMHOTE pa3majics IIeMNoT: «Xopoliuo, Banum! MHe HUKoraa Tak He
ObLI10...»

ITpuxonun B ceds1. Bo3ppalaiicst U3 cHa, U3 Apyroro, BosiieoHoro mupa. [TouyBcTBOBAT
XOJIOJ, HeYTOOHBIM BBICTYIT KaMHS o[ OepoM, MEPHBIN CTYK ObIOLIMXCS Karelb O KAMHHU,
ee TOJIOBY Ha CBOEM IlJiedye — BOJIOCHI LIEKOUYT IEKY, TSIXKeCTb PYKH y ceds1 Ha XuBoTe. bbuto
0e3MyMHO XOpOILIIO!

Bepa npunonHsuiach, BcTajla Ha KOJIEHMU.

— Bamum! Bagum... — monpocuiia xxanobHo. — OTpsAXHU, Toxanylicral

OH mnpoBeJ1 pyKoli 1o ee criiHe 1 3acMmesuics!! M oHa 3acMestacs! Beceno, oTKpbITO!
OHM OBLTN 00JIETIEHBI MXOM C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI — TIPWJIUIT K Pa3ropsT4eHHBIM TeJlaM, 3acTpsiT
B BoJIOCaX, Jlaxke BO PTY YYBCTBOBAJICS TIPUBKYC.

CTros11 ToJNble, Ha KOJIEHSIX, B TEMHOTE, He YyBCTBYS XOJI0[a, U OBbIJIO HEITOHSITHO —
TO JIM OHU CHUMAIOT MPUJIUTIIIIE KOMOYKH MXa C TeJl APYT y IpyTa, TO TU MeJIEHHO JIACKAIOT,
HEXHO Kacasicb KOHYMKAMU MaJIblIEB Pa3ropssyeHHON KOXU.

yTpO OTIACINIIOCH OT HOYM JIOCKYTHBIM BATHBIM OACSATIOM. 321KYT£U'IO CCpOfI JOXIUTUBOM
TeJIeHOI IIPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT HUX. He zameTtuu. Tonbko TeJla, TOJIbKO COMBUYMBEIN IIETTOT,
KacaHMC pYyK, IPOHUKHOBCHUE OPYT B Apyra.
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BbirHyach TesioM, OTMUXMBaJIa OT ceOsl, Kpuya TPOMKO, TOHKO, MPOH3UTELHO.
Hcnyrancs, ornpsHya. 3axan el JIaTOHbIO poT. A OHa yXe CHOBa TsIHyJach OeapaMu
HaBCTpevy, UcKaJjla ero, cTapasich CIUThCS, BXaThesl... VI BApYT 3ariakana — TUXOHEUKO, To-
JIETCKU, BCXTUTIBIBAS.

— Hy uro b1, Moii xopoimii! I[Tepectans! [Toxanyiicta! A To 51 ceituac Toxe 3amiavy!

VabIOHyachk. YTKHyJIaCh eMy B MOAMBIIIKY. 3axJionajga HOCOM.
— S panyioch, THl He aymaii... BTo camo... 6e3 MeHsa. O4yeHb xopoiiio, Bagum!

Jlexan, ynbibascsi, oOHUMaJT, IPUXKUMas ee K ceOe, U ObLT MeperoHeH CBaTUBLINMCS
Ha Hero cYyacTbeM — 3TOI MaJIeHbKOI YepHOBOJIOCOI IEBOYKOI C YYTh PACKOCHIMU I1a3aMHu,
KOTOpas Jiexxaljla psiioM U cefiuac, B 9Ty MUHYTY, NIpUHaAJIeXasa eMy, OblJla ¢ HUM OJHUM
LIEJIBIM.

U enie mymai, yTo paau 3TUX MTHOBEHU, pajivl 5TUX O€3yMHBIX IJ1a3 U 3aITPOKUHYTOTO
K HeOy Jmua, crouno Amamy ¢ EBoil momnpoGoBaTh TO 516;10K0 Ha BKyc. CraTh paBHBIM
bory — 3a 3T0 cTOMT pacruiauymMBaThes.

[Mpuien B cedst mepBbIM. BoIHBIpHYA U3 ciankoro mMopoka. Cen. C yauBieHUEM,
CJIOBHO BIIEpBbIE YBUE, PA3TIsSAbIBAT YXOIAIIUI BHU3 KAMEHUCTBIN CKJIOH, HABUCAIOLIYIO
HaJl TOJIOBOM CKaJly, MOXIUTUBYIO TIeJIeHY TYCKJIOTO ITHS.

Bce kazanoch HepeanbHbIM. PeanbHoit Oblia Juiib Bepa — packMHYBUIMCH JexKalas
psaoM, 3aMeTeHHasi MXOM, C TOHKOI TPSIIbIO YepHBIX BOJIOC, TIepeceKaBIINX IIEKY.

M xotenock ects! OueHb xorenoch! Peumn, moka Bepa cnuT, mogHSThCS HaBepx,
cobparthb srofnl. [Ipyn omHOM BOCIIOMUHAHWU O BKYCE MOPOIIKU, POT HAMOJTHUJICS CITIOHOM.
Eii mpunecy! I[IpocHeTcs — yBuaut — obpamyercs!

Buiopasicst HaBepx. Hebo Haz rosioBoit ObLIO IycTO-cepbiM, HATOMUHAIO HAMOKIIIYIO
MoGeJIKy Ha TOTOJKEe — ellle YyThb-4yTh, M XJIbIHeT! Bce 3aMepio — HU BeTepka, HU
NIBIDKEHUS, JaXe peka, Ka3ajaoch, He TeueT, TOXe 3acThblia.

CT0$ Ha KOJIEHSIX, COOMPaJT KPYMHbBIE KeJTO-OpaHXeBbIe SroJbl 1 HAHU3bIBAJ OHY 32
JIPYToil Ha XXecTKHe cTeOJIM He3HaAKOMOI TpaBbl, YTO PBAHBIMM IMyYKaMHU pocja Ha Kpalo
oopnbiBa. [TonHsB ronoBy, ysuaen Bepy. [Tokazaioch Ha MTHOBEHHE, YTO CMOTPUT Ha HEToO
u OyaTo BIIepBBIC BUIUT, CJIOBHO orleHMBaeT... Hetr! ITombexkarna, 3alpoKuHY/Ia JIHUIIO,
3aKpblia IJ1a3a, MOJACTABIISS TYObI MO/ MOLENYiA.

O6Hsu1. [Tpukan k cebe. [lenTan Ha yxo: «Cmotpu! CMOTpH, KaKylo s TeOe ByCHATUHY
npurotoBmi! DTo TBOI 3aBTpak, Bepyikal»

Crosutv, OOHSBIINCH, TTOI TSDKEJIO HaBUCAIOIIMM CephIM HeOOM, MOCPEIH ITOJIOrO
CTEKAalOIIMX K TOPU3OHTY XOJIMOB TYHAPHL. M HaXxomwavch OHU ceiidac IoJ HEBHIVUMBIM
CrMacuTeIbHBIM KYITOJIOM, KOTOPBIN He TOJBbKO 3alIUIIT OT TeX, KTO MOMKUIAI UX TAe-TO
TaM, TaJIeKO BHU3Y, HO W obeperaj co3HaHME OT BOCITOMUHAHWMA, MO3BOJSS OS30NISIHO
JIIOOUTB APYT Apyra.

OH KOpMWIJI ee C JIAIOHM srofaMu. bpaia 1Mo ofHoM, MpuKacajaach Ty0aMu K JIaIOHMU,
K HajbliaM. 3aMep — OJIaromapHOCTh W HEXXHOCTb.

— Baaum, 1 K peke xouy...

— Xopoiliio, Torigem!

— Her. Onna. [ToMbIThCsT X0uy... Tebe He HagO CMOTPEeTh, — 3acMylllajlach, HA HETO
He CMOTPHT, TJIa3a OTBOJIMT.

— JlagHo. [laBaii s TeOS IPOBOXY U TOAOXKIY Thae-HUOynw? Jla He Oymy s Ha TeOs
cmotpets! [Moitnem.

Peka Gbuta xuBoit. [ToTOK ¢ IIyplaHWeM Heccs MUMO, YKpallleHHBINH ITUHHBIM
SI3BIKOM OeJION TeHBI 10 OCHOBHOMY cJIMBY. Cpean HaBOPOYEHHBIX KaMEHHBIX OOJIOMKOB
HallUTH MeJIKYIO 3aBOIb, Te Bola 3aMepiia, JIMIIb MepHO AbllIana, JacKas MpUOpexXHbIe
KaMHH.

Bamum xman Bepy 3a BEICTYIIOM CKaJlbl.
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BepHyachk Tpsicyimasics, 3aMepaliiasi, Ho JoBojibHas1. [1a3a Tak u cusiot! 3acTaBuWI ee
HaJeTh CBOIl CBUTEP.

OHU ellle TOJTO CUIETN Y peKH. Bagyum xoten cripocutb Bepy, Ho Gosuics moKasaThest
cabbIM, Halesuics, YTO OHa 3aroBOpUT 00 3ToM TepBas. Uto menaTh ¢ MepTBeIMH? Bemb
moyty Tpu mHa! OHU Bemb yXe... OT OMHON 3TO MBICIM €ro HaYMHaJIO TpSICTH. [Hai,
cTapajicsl He IyMaTh.

He cnpammsan, u Bepa Monuana.

CremHeno. Havan HakpanbiBaTh A0Xnb. XosoaHo. [Ipvxkumanuchk Opyr K Apyry,
cTapasich COrpeThes.

— 4 Tebs maBHO XoTe cripocuTh... Korma mem ymep... Thl TaM Ha Gepery Kakoe-To CJI0BO
MpoKpUYaIa...

— Aprui?

— Ha. Yto 310?

Momuut. He BUIHO, a KaxXeTcsl — CMOTPUT UCITOMTOOBSI.

— CIIOXHO... ApTyII — 3TO TOe3]1 WM KapaBaH Mo-BaleMy. Mbl KOYeBHUKH, MBI BCe
BpeMs repeeskaeM ¢ MecTa Ha Mecto. Ha osensax. ITo TyHape. Beuin Ha HapThl Tpy3um,
Be3eM Ha HOBOE MeCTO.

— TToHarHo. XoT4... A Mo4yeMy ThI 3TO CJIOBO TOTJa BHIKPUKHYJIa?

OIITh MOJIYUT, TOJBKO TIPMXKUMaeTcd Kpemye. JINIo noBepHysia — AbIXaHUe ropsaee.
BamoxHyna Tskeno. Jlerta Ha ciMHY, 9yTh OTOABUHYJIACH, HO TOJIOBA BCeE €llie Ha ero Iuieye.

— Pasnbie MbI! Pycckuie v HeHIIbI... OTHOLIIEHUE K XXM3HU. Bbl ocemibie. Y Bac 1OM eCTb.
BbI yesxaeTe, HO Bo3BpalllaeTech JOMOI. BaM ecTh Kyma BepHyThcd. Y Hac HeT goma. Yym
He 1oM. MBI efileM ¢ OTHOTO CTaHOBHILA Ha Ipyroe. Hallia sku3Hb — 970 1yTh! Y106HOE MeCTO
HalllTi — ocTaHoBWINCh. Ho 3170 — He mom! MEI yiieM ¢ 5TOro Mecta ¥ HUKoOraa GoJiblie
clofia He BepHeMCH.

KpynHag karis npuieTeia OTKyAa-TO CBEPXY, U3 TEMHOTHI, U pa3doKach o ero Jo0.
3alleBeniIcs, oTep PyKOIA.

Bepa obGmokoTmiach Ha JJOKOTh, HAaBHCJIA JIULIOM.

— KoueBbe — 310 Aprui! Bee: u cGopbl B IOpory, W Mepexo Mo TYHApPE, U MOUCK
HOBOTO MecTa ISl 3UMOBbs. M TO, 4TO ¢ HAMU cjyJaeTcs B JOpOre, — 3TO TOXe ApPTIHILILL.
KopoTtkas octaHOBKa, M HOBBII Aprulil. DTo MyTh, ABMXeHUe. Best Hallla sku3Hb — Aprui!
VYMep nena — 3aKOHYMIICA ero Apruil 3aech. Havaics HOBBII Apruill — B CTpaHy MEPTBBIX.

OHU TTOIOIINTH K JIarepio, KOTIa COHIIEe MOIHUIOCh BHICOKO. Kak M B MpoIIUTBIA pas,
3allTM CO CTOPOHBI TTporajia, BHIXOASIIero Ha peky. Uyma He Obuto. I'pyma obropeibix
00JIOMKOB Ha MecTe, T1e oH ctosul. Het manmaTok. ToibKo mojistHa — Tpsi3Hasi, HeolpsTHas,
BBITOIITAaHHAS.

Jlexxanmu 3a TeM ke TTOBaJIEHHBIM IepeBOM — KN, BCMaTPUBAIUCH, TIPUCTYIITNBAIUCE.
Bce, kak Torma... ToiabKo OBIJIO X — IBOE, a He Tpoe.

Bamyum BeromHw, kak KosbKa BOpYr HEOXMIaHHO BCTa M molned. MoxXeT, Tak 1
Hazno? U 6ynb uro 6yaet? Uto mbl BeutexkxuBaeM? Torma mbl Toxke monro xaanu. M uyto? Eciau
OHU HE YIIUTU, eCIU TaM...

Honymatb He nana Bepa — 3amentana:

— Ioiimy! fI xeHIIMHA, OHM CTpeATh He OymyT! Jlexu. YBUsT, 4To onHa — BBIMIYT.
MoxeT, OHU CTPEJISIOT, TIOTOMY 4TO caMM 0osTcs. MeHsT He MCIyraroTcss — JeBYOHKA...

— Her! Kak-To 310 HenpaBuiabHo. He xouy Tebs ogHy ormyckatb. BMmecTe moiigem!

— Bagum, nmogymaii! 3auem BaBoem?

OdYeHb XOTEJIOCh C HeW COITacuThcsl — ITyCTh KoMaHayeT. JleXaTh 3a JepeBoM,
He BBICOBBIBATBCS — MPOCTO XAaTh. M HYy>KHO-TO BCETO JIMIIIb CaMOMY TTOBEPUTh, 9YTO OHa
TIpaBa, — BCe JIOTMYHO: Bellb NeHCTBUTEIBHO OOJTBIIIE IIIAHCOB, YTO B NEBYOHKY CTPEIISTH He
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OymyT, BOT ITyCTh W UIAET. 3HaJ, YTO €CJIU OTITYCTHUT ee OIHY — Bce OymeT KoHueHo! EMy He
OBITH PSIOM C Heil. Boblile TOro, HEMOHSATHO — KaK OH C 3TUM CMOXKET XUTh Jajblire?

— Bepa! Hert! Jlaxe ecau Bce OyneT, Kak Thl TOBOPUILIb... OHU Bellb TeOS He OTITYCTST,
a MHe 4To nenaTh? O6paTHO GexaTh? [lom KamMHeMm mpsTaThes?

JlexuT psiioM, TUTeYoM MpYKUMaeTcss. MoTJuT.

— Hawm obs3arenbHo Hamo B nareps? Tak?

— Ja.

— Bort u noitnem BMecte! Ceituac BctaHeM u noiinem! HeT Tam HUKOTO, S yBepeH, YIIIIU
onu! Hy? Bcraem!

«Ara. Kak Konpbka...» — nomymai 1mpo ce0s.

[Lmu oTKpBITO, He IpUTHOasich. Bepa cTapaiachk MITH Ha IlIar BITEPEan, CIOBHO cOOOM
npuKpbiBasia. OH He XnaJt BeIcTpesa. OTY4ero-To BepiI, 4To IpaB, — HEeT TaM HUKOTO, YIIUTH.
OT pyroro 1ieMUIO cepile, U cTpax JUIIKUM MMOTOM MPOCTyNas Ha Koxe. bosiics yBumeThb
Tpynsl. [ne oHn? Cxeub ke uX He MorIn? BTo Kakoii koctep HyxkeH? 3akonanu? Bpsa ...
He cranyT BoguThest. CBaIvIM Tie-HUOYIb B Ky4y U 3a0pocaii BETKaMH. A HaM 4TO JeIaTh?

Brium Ha cepequHy MoJistHBI. OCTaHOBWIKCE.

M3 KycToB BHINOpXHYJa KaKas-TO MejKas NTHIA. BBICTpBIM 3WMIr3aroM odvepThia
MOJISIHY Y ycelach Ha BETKY JepeBa.

OHU MPOCTOSUTA HECKOJIBKO MMHYT, He IBUTasICh, CJIOBHO CITeIIMAJIBHO TTpeiaras ceost
TeM, KTO UX BbIc/iexkuBaeT. Jla 1 caMuM HYXHO OBUIO yOSIUTBCS, YTO KpOMe HUX 3IeCh
HUKOro HeT. Toraa MOXXHO HaYMHATh YTO-TO JEJIaTh — MOBEPHB, YTO OYIEIb KUTh JaJTbIIIe.

BamuM 3aTpaBiIeHHO o3upayicsl — UCKaJl B3IISIOM U OOSUICS YBUICTb...

OrpoMHoOe KocTpuiile BMecTo YyMa. YepHast obropeas neyka — IMocepearHe; BOH —
0OOK YaliHMKa BBIIVISIBIBACT cpeu royioeliiek. Ha 3eMite pasopocaHbl oGropeiibie IIKYypHI,
KaKkue-To TPpANKW. [[Ba IATHa TPHMSATOTO OEJIOMOIIHWKA IO JePeBbSIMM, Tl CTOSUIN
MajaTKu.

Bepa ObICTpBIM IIaroM Iepecekia nojisHy. [lolia BIOab MeIKOW MOPOCTU KYCTOB,
YTO pociau Mo Kpaio. CMOTpUT BHMMaTellbHO, Oyaro winer. Ilpucera Ha KOPTOYKH,
3allapuiia pyKaMu B TepeIrIeTeHn BETOK. Pacmpsmmiachk — IepXXHWT B pyKaxX 4TO-TO.
O6epHyJach — IOKa3bIBaeT.

«OT0 Xe KycoK ojieHHHbI! — coobpasun Bagum. — ToyHo! MBI ke dyepe3 3TU KyCThl
Gexxann, Korma KoJibka ImrecT cimos.

MemteHHO OOXOIWIN TOJISTHY, IBUTAasSICh HABCTpedy Apyr Apyry. Hudero Gonblie He

OOHaPYXWIN.
— Bepa, a Kak Tl IyMaelllb, KyJla OHU... — MPaBWIbHOE CJIOBO HUKAK He MOJbICKUBA-
JIoch, — ...Teja?

— He 3Haw. He nymaii 06 sTom.

— Yro 3HaUUT — He Aymaii? A Korma nymMaTh? — Havaul 31uThesl, Ho Bepa He obOpaiiiana
BHUMAaHUS.

— Bagum, 51 k peke noiiay. [Tocmotpets Hamo... Haiinu manky. Pasrpe6aii kocTpullie.
Yro Halimenb — cKiaabiBail B Kyqy. CliemoB Balllero Jiarepst Het! — 3aIyMYHBO OCMOTpeJia
nonany. — [lamatku, crianbHUKY, prok3aku... [IpoaykTel rie? Hudero Het! CitoBHO Bac 31ech
U He ObLIO!

KpacHo-0yphIit Kycok Msica y Bepsl B pyKax MIpHTATHBa B3I EcTh xoTenoch no
omypu! JINIIIb TBe MBICIU CITyTAaHHBIM KJIIYOKOM HOCHJTMCH B ITyCTOM TOJIOBE: «TJe Tena?» u
«MsICO!»

— HaBaii chemM? — CIJIOTHYJI TIONCTYTMBIIYIO CITIOHY.

OtopBaja 3ybaMi OT KycKa JUTMHHYIO Y3KyIo Tojiocy. CyHyiia ocTaToK B pyKu BamMa.

— Em! 4 — Kk peke.

Cunen Ha 3eMiTe, pBaJl 3y0aMU MsICO, JKeBaJl, TIIOTall, He 9yBCTBYS BKyca. MalllmHaJIbHO,
LIETYKOM, COMIT MaydKa, KOTOPBIi MOJ3 TI0 3amiacThio. YieTea B TpaBy. Youn? MoxeT, U
youn... Yto-Hubynr msmeHusnoch? babouka bpanbepu — monHas durHa! CMmepTh He
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MpUBHOCUT B 3TOT MUp HUYero! He MeHsteT ero! CMepTh — 3T0 TipocTo mycroTa. [lenkHyn
MajbleM — yJeTesa MayyoK, KTO-TO IIeJKHET — yJeuy U .

— Bagum! — mocnbiancs roinoc Bepel. — Bagum, nau croma! CmoTpu! — ykasbiBaeT
Ha TPOITUHKY.

IIIupoxkoit mojocoii MOX ¢ 3eMJIM COpBaH, BETBM KYCTOB MO KpasM OOJIOMaHBI U
MPUMSATHL. BOJIOKJIM 4TO-TO 1O 3eMiie OOJIBIIIOE...

Beper. Peka 6e3yyacTHO Heciiach MuMo. EfBa ClIbIIIHO 1IMIIeIa BoJa B KAMHSIX, BO3JIe
HOT.

— Tena B Bomy Opocunu, — npousHecia Bepa. — Ha noake, noganbiie oT Gepera
OTBE3IJIM...

Bagum Monda cMoTpen Ha TeKyIyl0 MUMO BOAY U BAPYT MTOYYBCTBOBaJI OOJIerYeHUeE.
YyTb 1M He pafoCcThIO MOJBIXHYJIO B co3HaHuM: «OH He yBuant! He yBUAUT, KaKUMK OHU
cranu!»

— Bamm Beu, prok3aku Toxe yronuin. YTo-To coxriu, octaibHoe — B Bony! Boga
U1 OTOHb — CHpSYYT. Bac 31ech He ObLIO.

Bepy BosHoBan cxpoH. Ceityac 3To ObLJI0 TJIaBHBIM. Eciiu oH pasrpabiieH, UM TSKeNI0
npuzaercs. CoBceM TSXKeNo.

— Wan B narepb, — nonpocuiia oHa Baguma, — s1 moroHo, JiaaHo?

CxpoH 661 1en! JIepeBIHHBIN AWK, 3aKPEIJICHHBIN cpey BETBei UBbI, CTOSAIICH Ha
Oepery. CXpoH — He OT JIIoJIeil, OT MEJKUX TPbI3YHOB. XOJIIIOBbIE MEIIOYKU C MYKOH U
rpeykon, mayka caxapa v cnumuku! JIBa KopoOka, THIATEIbHO 3aBepHYThle B LiejsiodaH,
nepexBaueHHble cMHel 130yieHTol. [IpoayKTOB, KOHEYHO, MaJlo... HO TJIaBHOE — CIMYKMU!

3abpana Bce, 4yTO OBLIO, MTOHECA B Jlarepb, MPUXKUMas K TPYIU.

— CMoTpu! — BhIBaJIWJIA TIEpe], HUM.

— 3nopoBo! Tenepb 3axkuBeM! Caxap! — IpUTAHYI K cebe, TolenoBain. — ToJbKo...
JlaBait Mbl 31ech HoueBaTh He octaHeMmcs1? He mory g 3nech... Tsoxeno. IaBur Bee!

— KoneuHo, He ocranemcst! CobepeM HyxkHOe U yiineM. TebGe coBceM MIOX0?

BHumatenbHO cMoTpesna Ha Hero — OJelHBIN, IJlaza TYCKJIble, HEXUBbIC, KPYIM...
KaablK BbIMMpaeT. XyAoi, MoTepsiHHbIN. 2Kajiko ero cranao, HO YTO Iojenaelib?

ITouTtu He pasroBapuBaiv. Bagum Komasicsl Ha Tioxapuilie, BbIyXXUBasi OCTAHKU TOTO,
4yTo He cropesno. CKiaabiBasl PSIOM B Kydy U Bce OOsIicss HAaTKHYTbCSI Ha oOropesble
KOCTM — BJAPYT cTapuka ocTaBuin B uyme? A yto? [losleHWIUCh TallluTh — BOT U COXIJIU.

Bepa mapwia mo Kyctam BOKpPYT Jiarepss — CJIOBHO TpUObI MCKaja — coOupaja
obropeBlire TPSNKUA U HIKYPHI.

Bepa 6bln1a 10BOSIbHA — XOTb YTO-TO Y HUX MOSIBUIIOCH! PBaHbBIi XOMIIIOBBIN MEIIOK —
IBIPY MOXHO mepeBsi3aTh BepeBKoil. Kotenok. buii ellle 4allHMK, HO €ro peuvin
He OpaTh — 4asi Bce paBHO HET, 3aueM OH Toraa HyxeH? [/IBe soxku. Hox 6e3 pyuku, HO
BEPEBKOI1 MepeMoTaTh MOXKHO — BOT U MoJib3yiics. Tonop! [1paBaa, 6e3 Tonopuiia, u Bepa
He Oblja yBepeHa, 4To BamyM cMoXeT 4TO-TO ¢ HUM clieslaTh, XOTSI TOT o0elllajl YTO-HUOYIb
npuaymatb. Jlonata. Bagum He moHuMal, 3ayeM ee 6paTth, Ho Bepa HacTosuta. Heckonbko
LIEJBIX OJIEHBUX IIKYP W Jaxe OIHO ofiesiio, YyTh obropeniiee ¢ Kpato. Ho riaBHoe, oHa
Haiia BepeBKu! MHoro! OTH... — OHU MPOCTO MOCOUBAIU KOJIbsl, HA KOTOPBIX CYIIIUCH
pbiba U Msco, Bucenau cetu. CeTtu, Msico U peiOy — 3abpanu. Ho BepeBku He 3abpaiu,
Opocwiu, JIeHb ObLIO BO3UThCS!

BepHynuch K cebe yxe mon Beuep. Kmn KocTep, He onacasich, 4YTo 3aMeTsT. OroHb
MOXHO pa3mIsiieTh JIMIIb ¢ Apyroro oepera. Bagum c¢ mHTepecoMm Habmonas, Kak Bepa
pasmellBaia MyKy B Bojie — OeJiasi MyTHasl XIKa MeTajlach 10 YePHBIM CTeHKaM KOTesKa,
koraa Bepa mepemelnBaia majgkoit.

— Ha! — cynyna emy B pyku aBe Tabietku. — PazoTtpu.
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— Yto 310? 3auem?

— Cona.

— Jlonary pait! — momnpocuiia, KOrja pacTepTbie TaOJeTKU PpaCTBOPUINCH B MyYHOI
OOJITYIIKE.

[Tankoii cnBuHya B cTOpOHY ropsiiue cyubsi. Crpedna yriu B Kydy. Ha yrin — nomnary.
Bagum cMoTpen Ha Hee 1 yOUBIISUICS, KaK y Hee JJoBKO Tonydaercst! Bee ymeet! OTkyna-To
y Hee B pyKax TOpcTb KpacHbIX sirofl. JIaBUT X — COK KaraeT Ha Jonary, IunuT. JIbeT u3
KOTeJiKa ToHeMHOTY. besblii MIeBoueK pacTekaeTcsl Mo packajeHHOMY keJiedy. [Toxoxe Ha
onanymek! M cpasy 1ienkoii moajeBaet, He AaeT HAMEePTBO NMpUropeTh. [lepeBopaunBaeT —
9TO YK€ HUKAKOW He ojaayllleK, 3TO Cepo-YepHBbIi KOMOK CBIPOTO TecTa — U CHOBa
MoAeBaeT IENKOM, He 1aBasl IPUropeTb OKoHYaTeabHO. ['oToBo! Crpebiia KOMOK B KPBILIKY
OT YalfHMKa, KOTOPYIO0 OHM Bce-TakM 3a0pajiu ¢ coboil, — 3To Terepb Y HUX Mucka. Jlyer!
I'yOobl B TpyOOUKY BBITSIHYJIA, 1IEKW KPYIJIble — CMellHasl, cepbe3Has!

— Ha! — npotsiruBaer. — I1poOyii!

Tecro. IMonycwipoe, HecosieHoe, HO ropsiuee! 3abbIThiil yxke BKyc! Ele!

— Kak?

— Bkycno! Ouenn! Bepa, maBaii MHOro Hareuem!

— Koneuno! ¥ Hac MHoro! — mokasbiBaeT Ha OOJNTYIIKY B KoTeake. — Cojii HeT...

Cupenu psiioM, cMoTpesl Ha Tutams. Pyka Bamuma Ha konenke y Bepbl. UyThb
MOIJIaXKUBAET, YYBCTBYET HEXKHOCTb KOXU C BHYTPEHHEl CTOPOHBI, M XOUETCsl BECTU PYKY
Jlajiblile, BOOJb IO HOTe, W... JOTPOHYBIIUCH, TMPOBIUTbCS B Oe3MyMHOE OTYasHHOE
>XeJlaHue, JIETKO CTUparolliee BpeMsl U MPOCTPAHCTBO.

3a crnMHOil — ocBellleHHOe OTOJIeCKOM KOCTpa MX JiexxOuiile, moctpoeHHoe Bepoii, —
LIKYpBI, Tpsmnbe, omesio!l OH 3Hal, YTo Bce Tak M ciayuurcs. [losTomy He criemiwi.
OueneHeHne y 000MX — OT TeIlla, OTTOro, YTO OHU €CTh APYT Y APyra M 4TO OHHU ceifyac,
CTOUT UM TOJIbKO 3aXOTeTh, CHOBA CTAaHYT OJHUM LIEJIbIM.

— 3aBTpa yxoqum. Ham Ha apyryio cTopoHy Hajo... — Bepa 3aroBopuiia MeieHHO,
CJIOBHO CKBO3b COH. — [lnaBaTh He ymelo, cama.

— Yt0?! — coHHoe oneneHeHue ciuereio Bpa3. — CoBcem? Kak ke Torma?

Moauut. Ha oronb cMoTpur.

— A HaM TOYHO HaJo Ha JApyroit 6eper? MoxeT, Mbl IO 3TOMY BCe-TaKU BBIXOAUTH
oynem?

— V3 HallMX ITOYTH HUKTO TUTaBaTh He yMeeT. Boaite Mopst xkmia. Pomurenn — ppri6aku.
HukTro miaBate He ymelnr. Tak B Mope U BeIXomwaiu. Boma odyeHb xonmonHast. JIeTo KopoTkoe.
Kak TyT miaBaTh HayIUThCSI? — B3IOXHYJIa TOPECTHO. — Y Bac — IUISDKH, OAcCeHHI. ..

[MoBepHyIach K HeMy; KaxeTcs, ceiiyac 3aruiaver.

— Ha npyroii 6eper Hano! 3nech yObIOT!

BamuM moutH He citylnal, CyIoOpoXHO cooOpaxkall.

— Bepa, a moxer ot caenarb?

— Bagum! Kak? U3 yero? Jlaxxe Tonopa Her.

— Tormop s 3aBTpa MonpoOyo caenars!

— Bpemenu Het! Bapyr onu BepHyrcs? Tohl Xxopolo miapaeiib? OmuH peuyky
TePEeIUTBITh CMOKEIITh?

— Ja. Ho 6e3 Te06s1 — He TIOIUTHIBY!

He cnymana.

— Bemu. MIx Toxxe Hago Ha ToT 6eper. Hamo 3aBTpa. YTpom. JIHeM — coiHIie, TerIo.
Corpeemcsl.

Bcrana. ITonkuHyna BeToK B KocTep.

— Iloiinem cratb, Bagum!

Jlernu u 3amepnu. Yto-To ciomanock. HaBanunock 310 3aBTpa. YepTtoBo 3aBTpa!l 1
KaXIbIi IyMaJl, KaK e MM OBbITh, YTO HYXXHO ClIeaTh, epeOrpasl B TOJIOBE BapHaHThI.

Banum ounyscs nepsbiM. [la mponaau Bee npornagoM! OHa psiaoM! Bot oHa. Most pyka
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y Hee Ha Genpe! 3aBopouaiicsa. [lpunogHsuicst Ha pyKe, HaBUC CBepXy, 3aienTtan: «Bepa!
Bepa... [Tepectanb! He mymaii Hu o yem. Mnu ko MHe!» Mckan rybamu ee TyOBI.

Bepa pasoynuna euie no paccera. Ilom kamMHeM — cyMmpak, a Brepead — cepas
KuceliHasl 3aHaBech OonTaeTcsl. YepHoe KocTpMille y BXOAa eaBa ABIMUT OCTaTKaMu
roJIoBellleK — JBIMOK CJIaOblii, TOHKUIA, TIOHU3Y CTeJIeTCsl.

CnaTb XoTeJloch Tak, YTO, Ka3ajloch, HUKakas cwia He momHumeT. [lepBas Houb B
Teruie. YCHYA — Kak MPOBaJUJICS, U BbIOpaThcsl U3 CHA CUJI HE XBaTaso.

A BoT Bepa 6bln1a cobpaHa u cepbe3Ha. He obGpaliias BHUMaHKS Ha Jiexalllero Baguma,
cobupasa Benu. Cioxuia B MEIIOK pacKMIAHHYIO MeJIOYEeBKY U MPOAYKTHI. MoJjya craiiuia
¢ Baguma onesiio, coxuia morosaM, crtaja cKaTblBaTh, MPHXKMMasl K 3eMJie KOJICHSIMU, —
MoJIyyriach Tyrasi cCBepTka — oOMoTajia BepeBKOIA.

bes onestna — xononHo. [denats HUuero He xotenoch. Cen. HarsHyn canoru. He 3Ha,
yeM cebsl 3aHATh. Bepa cpasy ke Hauyajga CBepTBIBaTb IIKYpbl, Ha KOTOPBIX CIHaJIMU.
YyBcTBOBaJ ceOsl JUILIHUM, MellaloluM. Pellnin oXuBUTH KocTep, CTajl JoMaTh MeJKUe
cyxue BeTkM. Ho Bepa TyT e mpukpukHya:

— He Hano! Koctep pazxurath He 6ynem. Cpasy yXoauM.

IToxas maeyamMu ¥ OTBEPHYJICSI — XOPOIIIO, YXOIUM TaK YXOAMM...

B nareppr He 3axomunu. [lpoumu mumo, Geperom. MeTtpoB yepe3 TpucTta Bepa
OCTaHOBWJIACh U cOpocuia TIOK ¢ TPSAMNbeM Ha KaMHHU.

— 3necn! Bon TaM... y Toro 6epera. Psob Mesikast — OyaTO SI3bIK B peKy MPOTSIHYJICSI.
Otmenb. BetaTh Ha HOTM MOXHO.

3arnsHysia eMy B IJ1a3a, CHU3Y-BBepX. M TObKO ceifuac OH MOHSUI, YTO OHA MPOCTO
BoJTHYyeTcs1, boutcst! Best ee coOOpaHHOCTb M OTCTPAaHEHHOCTb — 3TO MPOCTO HEYBEPEHHOCTh
B cebe, B cBoMX cuiiax. Cpasy Kak-To rnojieryajio. YBepeHHOCTh B cebe nmouyBcTBoBaI. U peka
yKe 3alllyMesia [o-ApYyroMy — He BpaxaeOHo, a MPUBBIYHO, CJIOBHO BO3JIe Mpoe3kKeil yacTu
CTOMIIIb — MaIlIMHbI HeCcyTCs MUMO, a Thl UX He 3aMmevaelllb, NMPUBLIK. M conHile BOH
BbUIe3no! Xopoliuii geHb oyner. Bee OGymer xopotio!

— Bepa! A KaK Tbl 3Ty CTpeMHUHY MeperuibiBelllb? 31ech Xe METPOB TPUILATh U
CMOTpHU, KaKoii OypyH cTouT!

— Ionmoxnu! Tl caMm cMOXellb TIEPETUIBITh?

— Cwmory. CHecert, KoHeuHO. Ho eciiu moBblIIIIe 3aiiTH, TO KakK pa3 K OTMEJIU U BbIHECET.

— Torna... Takoii rutaH. Y Hac BepeBKU ecTh. Thl ¢ BEpeBKOI MOTUIBIBEIb Ha TOT Oeper.
IMomoxmu! B necy HaiineMm cyimny. bosblyio. Craium B Boay. [Tpustkem Benu. S npyroii
KOHeIl BepeBKH MPUBSIKY K cymHe. CToNKHY B Bony. Bymy nepxkatbcst. OHa TT0 TEUYCHUIO
roiinet. Trl Oymels TIHYTh. Ee momkHOo npykaTh K TBoeMy Oepery. TaM yxke orMenb. [Tmoxoit
ITaH? — CMOTPHT Ha HEro ¢ HaIeXION.

«boutcs ona! bourcsa! Ho Benp aenaer! Cmorpu, uto npumymaia! $I Obl B XXM3HU He
Joragaics.

XKanko ee cramo! Bor on cam — cmor 6b1? He ymest minaBats? WM TonbKo ceituac
JIOLITO — Bce OT Hero OyneT 3aBuceTh. YTO-TO He Tak ITOMIeT — M OHa YTOHET!

— Bce xoporio 6ynet, Bepa! — oOHsuI, IpUTAHYT K cebe, MolieioBall.

He ynepxay paBHOBecue, TToBawINCch Ha KaMHU. CMestiuck. M oHa 1iesioBajia ero
CHOBa M cHOBa. M He XoTelloch BCTaBaTh, HE XOTEJIOCh HUKYIa IUIBITh, OT KOIO-TO
crracaThcsl — TOJIBKO YYBCTBOBAThb 3TU TOpsidMe BJIaXKHbBIC TYOHI.

— Toiigem cymmHy uckath! — Bepa oTcTpaHumiach mepBoii.

Bort co cTtBomamMut oHM Hamasutich! [TepBBIif HalluTk cpa3sy, GIU3KO OT peKW. Bammm
ITOCMOTpeJT U TIOHSUT — OTHOTO CTBOJIA HEIOCTAaTOYHO. Bo-TIepBBIX, KPYTHUTHCS B BOJe
OymeT — He yIepXWTcs 3a Hero Bepa; Bo-BTOPBIX — BelllM, KaK K HeMy HU TpHUBSI3bIBal,
yTOoHYT. Bropoii nckanm nonro. Hanmmm HakoHelr, Ho majieko oT Gepera. Y GBIT OH GoJIbIle
repBoro — TspkeJieHHBIi! JloTammm. bpocrmu Boziie mepBoro. OTIOXHYB, CTALIWIIH B BOLY.
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OctaTKkamu BepeBKU BaanM cBs3a1 cTBOJIBI BMECTe — 3alLeNIMCh APYT 32 IpyTa 00JoMKaMu
BETOK — BpOJie HE JOJKHBI IPOKPYYHUBATHCS.

Bepa ¢ Gepera nepegasia MellloK ¢ GapaxjioM U y3es ¢ TpsinbeM. Koe-Kak npuBs3an,
3akpernui. Hor He uyBcTBOBaJ, CIOBHO nepeBsiHHbIEe. U yke XoTes BBIATH Ha Geper, Kak Bepa
Hayajia MOJHOCUTh CyXUe CYUbsl, BETKHU.

— 3aueM 3T0? — cHpocusi, BEIOKBas IpoOb 3ybamu.

— Kitagu cBepxy! [Torepru, ceituac elie mpuHecy!

Bce 6b110 roToBo. CBSI3aHHBIE CTBOJIBI IPY3HO TUIaBAJIN B BOJIE, TEYEHUEM UX MPYKUMAJIO
K Oepery, LUEeTUISUINCh CYYbsSMU 32 KAMHU — YYTh MPUIOAHSTh, MOAMUXHYTh — TMOTUIBIBYT.
BepeBka — kosbliaMu Ha Oepery — MeTisl Ha KOHIIE.

Bagum cupen, pactupas 3aMepsliiiie HOTH, — HUKAaK He COTpeBaJlvCh.

Bepa crostia B cTopoHe, 3ayMUYMBO CMOTpeJia Ha HeCylylocsi MUMO BO.Y.

— CnMuKkM Xopollo yrnmakoBaia? — crpocui Baaum.

— Ja.

— A ¢ ogexuoit kak?

— B y3en, cBepxy npuBstky. BepeBKy npuroroBua.

TauyTb manbiie cmbicia He 6buto. Hamo peratbes!

— Hy uro? — Bagum nopHsuicst. — Jlepsku KOHell, — yKasall B3IJISIIOM Ha pa3IoKeHHYIO
MO KaMHsIM BEPEeBKY, — a $1 MOILILIBY!

— Monmoxnu... — Bepa cioBHO HakoHell yTo-To pewnna. — Eie geno ects!

— Kakoe?

— Toiigem. Ty G1u3Ko...

— Hy nofinem. Ceitvyac, ToJIbKO caroru HaTsHY.

— Hox Bo3bMu. BoH, Ha KaMHe JIEXXUT.

Inu o Gepery, BBepx IO peke, MO HampaBleHUIO K Jarepto. He noxons cBepHyiu B
Jiec. YKJIOHSSICh OT HaBUCAIOLIMX BETOK M CTapasiCh He HACTYNaTh Ha peAKue MOBaJIEHHbIE
CTBOJIbI, OH CHOBa TMOYYBCTBOBaJ TpeBory. BcromHwmi, Kak Gexanu Toraa...

IMoaHsuck BBepX 1Mo cKIIOHY. JlepeBbs 31ech cTOSUIM pexke. Bepa yBepeHHO BbiBeJa K
HeOOJIBIIIOMY pacnaJKy — MPOMOUHA OT Py4bs, KOTOPbII KOIJa-TO Beceso cOerayl K peke.
Ceiiuac Tepecox M MpeBpaTWICS B €Ba 3aMETHbII MOJOTHii Tporud, 3apociuuii mxom. o
9TOMY pacrajiky MpOLUIM ellle HEMHOTO BBEPX.

Heb6onbiuas nomnsHa. [a, moxainyii, naxe He MoJisiHa, a OKOHYaHUeE Jieca, YTO PBAHOM
MOJIOCON TSHYJCSI BAOJAb PeKU. 3a PeIKUMU JEPEeBbSIMU U KyCTaMU yKe BUAEH IIUPOKUIA
MPOCBET — TYHIIpa.

Ha kparo nonsiHel — Gepesa cTpaHHas, CTBOJ BHU3Y TOJCTbII, U30THYTHI, CJIOBHO B
y3eJ1 3aBsi3aH. M mponosikeHueM 3TOro MOIIHOTO NepeKPYYeHHOTo CTBOJIa — BBEPX TOHKUIA
npsiMoii ctBos1. bosenio nepeso. [Mobennno 6one3Hb. PBaHys10Ch BBEPX, K COJTHILY, 3aTPENeTaio
JINCTOYKAMM.

— Hox nait!

IMpucena Ha KOPTOYKM, BOTKHYJIA JIE3BME B 3eMITIO, PeXeT, OYITO JAepH cobupaeTcs
cHATh. [lomcyHyma MaibIibl, MOTSHYJIa BBEPX.

«OT10 Xe KphIlKa, odbpociiasg mxoM. TaifHuK!» — coobpasmn Bagum.

OTnoxmia akKypaTHO KPBIIIKY B CTOPOHY. BammM Tiprcesl psmoM Ha KOPTOYKMU.
Yrny6neHue B 3eMiie — 609aXkoK — KOJIOIell MaJeHbKHIA BEIKOTTaH. CTeHKU IepeBITHHBIMU
KOJTBIIIIKAMU OOJIOXEeHBI, YTOOBI He OcHTaIKch. M Boma, KakK B HaCTOSIIEM KoJomie!
IIpospayHast — JHO BUIHO.

BamM HermoHuMarolie mocMotpel Ha Bepy. OHa BeTasia Ha KOJIEHH, 3aIlyCTHIa PyKY
TI0 JIOKOTh B Bomy. [IporsrmBaer. Ha MoKpoii namolke — KaMyIIKU MaJleHbKHe, CJIOBHO
TOpOX, CepeHbKHe... HO HEKOTOphIe IMOOJIeCKUBAIOT Ha TpaHsIX.

— Yro 310?

— AJMa3bl, — TMpoM3Hecsa, KaKk caMo co0oil pazymerolieecs.
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— Kak anmasb? Otkyna?

— Bopna moer...

— Jlaii mocMoTpeTh!

B3san kamymiek. MasieHbKMiIl, HeB3payHBIi, MOXOX Ha MYTHBIN KBapll. AJIMa3bl,
anMasbl... Yto Tam npo anmasbl? Joporue. TBepable — crekio uapamnatoT! bonbliie HUYero
B rosioBy He npuxoawno. ITongoxun kamylillek oOpaTHO B MOJACTABICHHYIO JIAJOUIKY.

Bepa nocrana 3apaHee TPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO TPSMMILY, CChINajia Ha Hee KaMYIIKH,
aKKypaTHoO mepeBssasia IByMsl yznamu. CrpsiTajia y3eJoK Kyaa-To K cebe TMOj COKYH.
IMpunaguna Ha MecTo KpbllIKy. [Ipurmaauia pykamMmyu MoX Ha MecTe pa3pe3oB.

Bagum ctosin u cmoTpes. YTo-To omsITh cTajio He TaK B 3ToM Mupe. CIUIIKOM MHOTO
BCEro HEMOHITHOro, HeoObIYHOTO... He yKiaapiBajioch B ToJioBe.

— Ioiiaem!

OH 1en 3a Bepoit, u eMy Ka3zajnoch, YTo ceifuac OH CYIIECTBYEeT B MUPE, COCTOSILEM
13 KaKUX-TO OTIEIbHBIX OCKOJIKOB, MTOXOXUX Ha (pparMeHThI Ma33/ia, KOTopble Mepedupaellib,
a KapTMHKa HUKaK He ckiaabiBaeTcsd. Cremnast BbIOpocka B TyMaH, Ha 4YepHOE 03epo;
MONbITKAa HAWTU peKy; CIIaB Ha JIONKaxX B HUKYNA, B HEU3BECTHOCTh; HeHIIbl; Bepa; cMepTh
cTapuka, cMepTh oTiia, Konbku, npomnaBiiuii Butanuii; xonoaHble HOYEBKU MO KAMHEM;
BJIaXKHOE U ropstiee ecTecTBO Bephl... — BOT OHM, 3TH Kycouku na3ana!l Ho kapTuHka B 1ieiom
He cKiIaabiBaeTcsl. YTo Ha 3Toi KapTUHKeE J0JIKHO ObITh? Kakast oHa? A TyT ellie 3TH ajiMa3hbi!
Eume onun dparmeHT — ero-to Kyna?

CrnoTkHyJicsl 0 KopeHb. He 3aMeTwi1, Kak 3a/es JIMIOM BETKY — ollapanajia IeKy.
3akpyXunrch (pparMeHThl Na3sia, 3aMasuuia MyTHas e1Ba pa3inyruMas KapTuHka. OXBaTuio
npenyyBcTBUe MoHUMaHMs. OctaHoBwIcs. M B ymassoliyiocsl ClIuHYy.

— Bepal

OGepHyach.

— Tak aT0 U3-32 HUX?

— HagepHoe...

— W otua, u Konbky?

[MoBepHyIack, TolDIa Tablie.

— Iloyemy Huvero He ckazaya?

Vxomut. He oTBedaeT. 3akumast OT 3JIOCTH, TTOTLISNICS CIICIOM.

Inu no Gepery Kak yyxue, qajieko Apyr oT apyra. Kak-To yxke He BEpuIoCh, YTO OHU
celfyac OymyT TeperuTbiBaTh peKy. Bece 3amemmmiock. JleiicTBre UCCSIKITO.

Tymo cMoTpes Ha CBsI3aHHBIE BMECTe CTBOJIBI, YTO TSDKEJIO KOJIBIXATNCh B Bome. Bepa
cuzieia Ha GOJIBIIIOM CepoM BaJlyHe, MOATSHYB KOJICHH K ITOIO0POIKY.

HakoHner He BbImepxXa.

— Bep, xBarut monyars! PacckasbiBaii!

— Yo pacckasbiBaTh?

— Kak uro? INouemy monvana? [ToueMy paHbllle He ckazana? — caM 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO
CHOBa HauyMHaeT pacrnaiarbesl. bbuto obunHo! OH ¢ Heil... a oHa!

— Yro pacckazats? Korna npuruisiiin, kpudath: «[Tomorute! Iega ymupaet! Y Hac TyT
ajMasbl cripATaHbl». Tak, yto nmu? WM, koraa ctpenars Havanu? Korma mo6exanu? S cama
Huvero He moHnMasa. Kakue-to moau, Beictpenbl. Kro? Uto? He coobpaxkana Huuero. Eciaun
Obl pacckasana, Hukonaii 66l B jarepb He momien? Morna Tebe Buepa cKasaTbh. Jlaxe
nokaszatb. Yro 661 nameHmnoch? Ckaxu MHe? Momuuins? MaMmenunock 6617 OTia TBOETo
cMoru Ob1 BepHyTh? Hukonaa? Yro Tl MeHs nbiTaeins? Jymry psemrs! Huuero roBoputhb
He xoTeja! [TokasbiBaTh Tebe He xoTena. [Ipormaay oHM TIPOTAIoOM — 3TH KaMHU!

BamM qyBcTBOBaI — ellle 9yTh-4yTh M OHa copBeTcsl. Crayio He 1o cebe. YTo oH, Ha
caMoM Jejie, Jorpoc ¢ npuctpactiueMm ycrpoun? IlpaBa oHa. YTo MOXHO M3MEHUTH?

— JlagHo, Bep... £ xe mpocTo cripalmBarlo.

— Ara! Cnpamusaenis! Bonkom cmotpuiiib. Sl BuHoBaTa, 1a?

— Bce! IMepecranb, Bep! He 3aBoauck.
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OTBepHy/Iach, He CMOTPUT. 3aroBOpUsIa OMSITh.

— Ecnu 661 He TUIBITH, He pacckasaia Obl. OOUIHO. YTOHY... OHU TaK U OYAYT JiexKaTb.
Huxkro He 3Haer. HenpapunbsHo! U eirie... — moBepHynack. [1a3a B mmaza. beccBsaszHo: —
4 nomymaia... MOXeT, BUHOBATA... Tede cyauThb. OT TeOsl 3aBUCUT — YTOHY Wiu HeT. He
neperuibiTh, cama. YecTHo AomkHO ObITh! Hamo, 4ToObl 3HAI.

Bagum olnapanieHHo cMoTpen Ha Hee. [nymocTh Kakas-to! OHa 4To, myMaeT, OH
BEPEBKY OTITyCTUT, €CJIU PELLNT, YTO oHa BUHoBata? bpen! A Beab 1 paBaa Tak nymaet! Bon
kak cMoTput! CtpyHa HamnpstkeHHas. Kynauku Tak cxkaja, 4To Majiblbl MOOEen.

IIarnyn k Heit. OGHsUT, TIpMKal. YTKHYJIach eMy B ITIe40, 3axiitonajia HocoMm. Illernran:

— I'nynag! T'ocnoau, kakas xe Thl y MeHs miiynas! Hy kak Tel Moria Takoe rmogaymaThb?
He BuHU ThI ce0s1 HU B yeM. [IpocTo ciioxunoch Tax...

— IlpaBna? — npousHecaa TUXO, ¢ HATEXKIOM.

— KoHeuHo, npaBna! Bee! XBaTut mypaliknx pa3roBOpoB.

CBsI3aHHbBIE CTBOJIbI KOJIBIXAJIUCh B BOJIE C TOPYAIIUMU B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI CYYbSIMU.
IMpussizanHble Belv. HaBaneHHbIe cBepXy cyxue BeTKU. BepeBKa — KoJblIaMU Ha KaMHSIX.

Paznencs no tpycoB. He xononHo. Betpa HeT, cosHile cBETUT. YOMII KOMapa, KOTOPbIi
TYT e Tpucocajics K redy. CMoTpesl Ha HecyllIniicsi MUMO TMOTOK, U eMy ObLIO Becesao —
3510 Beceso. [lneBathb, 4YTO Boja JensHas U TeyeHUe — BOH Kakoe! [leperibiBy! HemMHoro
Myrajo — Kak Jablie? YIep>KUT JIM CTBOJIbI, KOTIa OHU BHIMAYT Ha cTpeMHUHY? [ToiiayT mu
oHu K Gepery? U BepeBka! Boimepxut 1 BepeBKa? Bor B 3ToM OH He OBbLI yBepeH.

— Hy Bce! — nepebpocu BepeBoOUHYIO METIIO Yepe3 ieyo, npumMepsisicb. — [loium
YyTb BbILLE 3aiieM. Y Kak n1oropapuBainuch — s IIbIBY, MEHSI CHOCUT, Thl WAEIIb CJIEIOM MO
Oepery U cTpaBiuBaelllb BepeBKy. Bce MOHATHO?

HeBo3MoxHO ObLIO 60JbllIe OTTATMBATE. XOTEI0Ch ASUCTBUS. A TaM KakK MOWIET...

OHa cMoTpesia, Kak OH, MEJUIEHHO OIIyNbIBasl MOA BOJAON OOCHIMU HOTaMU KaMHHU,
BXOIUT B BOIy. XyJ0il, peOpa BOH KaK BbICTyNnatoT... CKazaTb eMy WU He Hajao? Beab ecnu
YTO-TO HE TaK MOMIET... YIIYCTUT BePeBKY WM HE CMOXET MOATSHYTb CTBOJIBI K Oepery —
OH Bej/ib ToxXe MorudHet! EcTh, KOHEYHO, 111aHC, YTO CTBOJIBI TTOTOM IIPUOLET K €ro OGepery
IIe-TOo HIKe 1o TeyeHuIo. MoxkeT, 11 HaiigeT. A eciim HeT? TonbiM, Oe3 Bellieil, 6e3 OrHs B
TyHApe — 3TO BepHas cMepTb! HeT, He Hajo HUYETro eMy TOBOPUTb.

3aiirest 1o Tmosic. YCTOSTh TPYIHO — TedeHUe cOuBaeT ¢ Hor. OTTONKHYJICS, HBIPHYJT
M 3aMOJIOTWI PyKaMU YTO €CTb MOUYHU. DTa OellleHast paboTa pyK 1 HOT Oblia HEOCO3HAHHOM.
OH He cTapaJicsl ckopee MPeoioJIeTb CTPEMHUHY, IPOCTO OPTraHM3M caM TPeOOBaJT IBMKEHUSI.
Tosnbko 3a cYeT 3TOro JBWXKEHUSI MOXXHO ObLJIO THATh KPOBb MO BeHaM, UHAYe 3aCTbIHET,
OCTaHOBUTCSI.

ITouyBcTBOBa, Kak MOAXBaTWIO TeyeHUeM, MoHecyao. He myman. Ilpespatuics B
MalllMHY, MOJIOTSAILYIO BOAy. 3aXJIECTHYJIO BajioM, IJIOTHYJ BOAbI, 3akauuisuics. Eie Bai.
CHoBa BOJIOH 3aJIeMWJIO POT, MOTEPSUT TEMII, cTapajics MOAHSTH TOJOBY KaK MOXHO BbILIE
HaJl BOIOW, TIOTHYTh Bosmyxa. Heciio 6picTpo. Ho yxke GbuUT Ha Kparo cTpeMHUHBI. Ele
HeMHoro, Hy! BrIpBaJics, mpocKodwI, ocjTabuiia peka XBaTtKy, Boeimyctiia!l M yxe crapancs
BHITPeOaTh MPOTUB TEYCHMS.

Hairymian Horamm kKameHmcroe mHo. He ymepXancs — cOWIO IMOTOKOM. [lormibin
cHoBa. YyTb-uyTh octasiock. Beran. Boma mo nosic. Ileperuisin! Tlomen k Gepery, MOTSHYI
3a coboil BepeBKY. M maxke He OYeHb XOJNIOMHO, BOT TOJBKO HOTH... BepeBKU XBaTmiIO
BOPUTHIK. BeTymuit Ha cyxoii Geper — HaTsSHYJIach, Jaliblile He IMycKaeT. OrsgHyncsa — Bepa
MaileT pykamu. IIprcesr Ha KOPTOYKH, cKaJics KaJJaYMKOM — Kas3aJoch, Tak Terliee.

Ha npyrom Gepery Bepa, momobpaB oo Tosica COKYH, CTOSI MO KOJIEHO B BOJE,
00OBsI3bIBaJIa BEPeBKOI CTBOJBI. XOTh OB BBIIepXKaia, He mopBajach. [1eTyIst cCOCKOMb3HYTh
He JOJXHa, TaM cy4bs. JIMIIb ObI OHa y3eJ XOpOoILIo 3aBs3aal

Xonoano! O4eHb xonoaHo. 3atpsaciio. Cuaesn Ha KOPTOYKaX, COAPOrasich BCEM TEJIOM,
xnan. Pasnenack. Manenbkas. Tpycel uepHble 1 Bce. Maiietr emy pykamu. Betan, mepekuHyn
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BEpPEeBKY 4Yepe3 IUIeuM, Halllyrajdl HOroil YyJIOoOHBIi KaMeHb — YIop, MPpUMEpHJICs, Kak
yIepXuBaTh OyneT. BeiOpan cnabuny.

IToBucna BepeBKa HaJl MOTOKOM, packayMBaeTcsl, Karuiv MaaatoT.

MaxHyn pykoit — napaii!

3anuia B BOy, COTHyJIach, 00XBaTUJIa CTBOJI, IPUIOAHSTH MbITACTCS, CABUHYTh — J1axe

oTCIofla BHMIHO, KaK CTapaeTcs, — a OHM HM B Kakyw. Llerusrorcs cyypsiMU 3a IHO.
PacnipssMmitach, CMOTPUT B €TO CTOPOHY, OTAbIXaeT. He 3Hai, Kak moMoub. OHa JOJIKHa MX
CIOBUHYTB!

— ITpoOyii emre pa3! — 3aKkpuyail, XOTs 3HAJ, YTO BPSIA JIU YCIIBIIINT 32 IIIYMOM PEKHU.

41 xxe Mory BepeBKoIi TSHYTh! Pa3BepHyicst ciiHoi K peke. HaBanuncs. Bpesanach
BepeBKa B KOXy. Ymepcs Horamu, TsHeT. [ana cnabuHy, 4yTh He yrnaa. OOepHyscsl.
CIBUHYJINCH CTBOJIBI, TIOIUIA MeIJeHHO MO TMOTOKYy. ['onoBa Bepwl B Boie MebKHyJIa U
CKpbLJIach 32 HaBaJIEeHHBIMU BeTKaMu. M ero motsiHyso0, Mov4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO He yAepKUBaeT!

Orctynain 1o KaMHsIM K Boze. CrpalliHO cTaio — gaiblie 4To? Tak u OyaeT TSHYTh...
1o camoii Boabi? A motroMm? BepeBky 6pocuth? Yxke B Boay Boies! He ynepxy! CrioTkHycst
0 37I0pOBeHHBIH BatyH. Cesl B BoJly. YTiepcsi 00eMMU HOTaMU, OTKJIOHUJICS, TIOYTH BeCh B BOJIE
Jexut. KaxkeTcst, 9To BepeBKa ceiiyac HaJBOe CITMHY pa3pexer!

Vnepxusarw! Mory!

CTBOJIBI BBIHECJIO Ha CepeIMHY CTPEMHUHBI, XO/SIT BBEPX-BHU3 Ha BOJIHE, 32XJIECTHIBAIOT
BaJibl. OCTaHOBWJIMCH — HU TyJa HU ClofIa.

Bepa 3axseoniBasiack. CHayvasa iepxxajiach 3a CTBOJ, HO, KOIIa BBIHECO HA CTPEMHMHY,
Bo/la CcTajla TepexJecThbiBaTh Yepe3 Hero, okKaThiBajia, He MO3BOJsIA B3AOXHYThb. UTOOBI
IblIaTh, cTapajach IOATSHYTbCS, MPUMOAHITH TojioBy Bbille. He moaydanocs.
3axyieObIBaIach, Tepsila CHWIBL. PsmoM cyk — ToscThiil. OTHycTMIa CTBOJ, YIEHMWIach
3a CyK — cpasy cTajio Jjierde. Boma mepekaTbiBajia yepe3 CTBOJ, a CYK OBbUT 9YTh B CTOPOHE —
C ToJIOBOM He 3ayiBajio! Xojiooa He YyBCTBOBasa, M cTpaxa He ObuTo. M He 3aBUCeo OT Hee
Huyero. ToJIbKO IepKaThes U HEe OTITyCKaTh!

Hakatun ouepenHoit Baj, MoAOWUI CHU3Y CTBOJIbI, MPUIOAHSA, U — MeEMICHHO
ITOKATWJIMICh OHM, KaK C ITOJIOTOi TOPKH, CO CTPEMHHMHBI B CTOpoHY Gepera. Chexanu! Beramu
Ha CIIOKOIHOI Bojie, HO K O6epery UITH He XXeJaloT — 3aMepJiu.

IMouyBcTBOBa) Bamum — pepxxut! Hukyna onu terepb He AeHyTcs! JIuib Obl BepeBKa
He oGopBasack! Ces, HoOraMd B KaMeHb yrepcs. BbimoxHyn. IlombiTancs pasmisiaerhb
Bepy — He BunHo! Het! BoH ronoBa B Boge MenbkKHya!

IMonpo6osan Berath. [Monyumnock. He tak cunbHO u TsiHet! TToBepHyJicsl criMHOR K
peKe, HaBaJIWJICSI BCEM TeJIOM M moTali. MeleHHo, Imar 3a maroM. Hor He 9yBcTBOBaT
COBCEM — 3TO M XOPOIIIO: He BaXHO, KaK Ha KaMHU HacTylaelllb, — He 0ojibHO. Tarw,
TallWI...

Bropyr monuio jerko — omuH Imar, apyroi. O6epHysics. CTBOJBI, OIIETMHUBIINCH
BETKaMH, yke coBceM Boajie oTMenn! Bepa BcTaja Ha HOTM — TIO TTOSIC B BOZIe — TTMXaeT WX,
ITOMOTaeT eMy TOJOTHaTh K Gepery.

Ewe uyth-uyTh. [IBa MeTpa, Tpu. Bee! Beranu. TaHer, a caBUHYTH He MoXeT. bpocun
BepeBKy. OmycTmiicsa Ha 3emito. Cumelt, IpoXal OT XoJioia U TIYITO YIBIOAICsT — CMOTPH-
Ka, miepeopanucs! ITonyumnocs!

Bepa oTBs3bIBana Belln, Hocwiia Ha Oeper. Cremnmra. BamiM, ockaiib3biBasch Ha
KaMHSIX, TTOJOIIe]T — HOTM He CITYIIaINCh.

— Hy Bot Bumyms! Bee nmomyamnocs!

— B-B-BepeBKy oTpexb. Ho-0-0X B Melllke, cBepXy, — TpsCeT OT XOJoia TakK, 4TO
TOBOPUTH HE MOXKeT.

CmoTtpeTh Ha Hee crpaiHo! JIumo Genoe, 3acTBIBIIEE, CIIOBHO MeJIOM HM3Ma3aHo,
ITOKa3aJIoch, YTO Iaxe Tasda moberenu! M ToabKo TyOBl YepHO-GUOIeTOBbIE IIIEBETATCS.

— Cruxnu B peky! [To ogHOMYy.
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IMepetackuBan Ha Geper cydbsa. Kpomcam HOXoOM BepeBKH. Martepsich, OTITUXUBAI
cTBOJIEI. B ToyoBe MeTamoch — Hano ckopee Ha Geper! OmeTbest!

Bepa cTost1a Tonast Ha BaJlyHe M BBIKMMaJjia Tpychl. Bokpyr pasopocaHsl Belny. Moiya,
CYIOPOXKHO HATISTUBAIM Ha ceOs ofeky. 3aMeTwI, uTo Bepa Hazera cBUTep 3a10M Harepes.
[TneBarp! CamM HHMKaK He MOT ITONACTh B pyKaBa SHIICHaTUTKHY.

— Kocrep! — BbigaBui us cedst. — CMYKKM He TPOMOKIN?

— Her! He HyxHo Koctep! Cobupaii Beru!

— Tlouemy Her? C yma couna? Oxoneem!

CkiiambiBajia Cydbsl B POBHYIO Ky4y, TepeBsi3alla BepeBKOM.

— Bamum! He croii! bepu Bemu. bexim!

— Kyna? 3auem?

He ciymana. B3panwia BsSI3aHKY IpoOB Ha CITUHY, COTHYJIach, mobexaia. YepThixasch,
TTOIXBaTWII MEIIIOK ¢ 6apaxJIoM U TIOK ¢ TPSITbeM, ITobexkal ciieioM. berom aTo MoXHO GBLTO
Ha3BaTh JIMIIb YCIIOBHO — CEMEHWIM — MeIllali Bellld, Ja W TOMpoldyil GeXxaTh IO
YanbDKHUKY!

Bepa ynana, He mpoGexxaB M IBaAllaTH METPOB, 3allelIIach HOTOM 3a CTETIOIIMIACS
KYCTapHHMK, OTJIeTeJla BsI3aHKa C CYYbsSIMU B CTOPOHY. BamyM He ycriel MomoiTH, TTOMOYb.
Momusinack cama. Jlaxke He omIsTHy 1ach. Bsi3aHKy — Ha IIeyd, W TOIUIa GBICTPHIM LIIarOM
nanbiie. YrpsMas! Bagum Toxe mepeiten Ha ar. Criemwl. XoTes IOTHATh ee.

Bapyr noHsu1, 4To He UIET, a KOBBLIsAET. B opraHn3mMe Mporcxoamio 4To-To CTpaHHOE —
MOYTU COrpesicsd, MMEHHO — IIOYTH, IIOTOMY 9YTO TeJI0 BOCHPHHHUMAJIOCh ceidac
dparmMeHTapHO. PYKI — KHCTH — He IYBCTBOBAJI COBCEM — JICASHBIC, TTATbIBI CKPIOYCHBI,
C TPYIOM YXBaTBIBAIOT TOKJIaXy, KOTOpas TMOCTOSHHO BBICKAJIB3bIBACT, MPUXOIUTCS
TepexBaThiBaTh. M HOMM HIDKe KOJIEH — 3TO CIUIOLIHAsK 6OJTb — TO TyIasi, TO BAPYT pe3Kasd,
3acTapisIoOlIasl ¢ TPYIOM JelaTh KaXObld Inar. A Bce OCTAIbHOE — BpOIEC HUYETO...
COrpesioch.

OnrsHyses. TIpoln-To Bcero HUYEro, a peka yxe IMporaja, CJIOBHO U He OBLIO ee
HUKorna. ToJIbKo Jiec BIajieKe BUIHeeTCs. A BIiepeIn, HACKOJIBbKO MOXHO OKUHYTb B3IJISIIOM,
TTOJTOTHE XOJIMBI TYHIPHI. TOCKIMBO cTalio, 6e3BICX0MHO 0 IpoXu. OH OITh YBUAET ceOs
CO CTOPOHBI: OpeyT IBe (UTYPKHU ITO HeOO03PUMOMY ITyCTOMY ITPOCTPAHCTBY — Ky/a, 3a4em?
3arepsuinch...

Bepa crana 3abupath B cTopoHy. Ilpoliia elle HEMHOro M OCTaHOBMJACh. Psmom
C Hell — TOHKMIA TIpyT B 3eMITIO BOTKHYT. [IpricMoTpesicst — BOH ellle onuH Baajeke. U eiie
OJIMH, C TOI CTOPOHBI, TAe peka. YepTouku, eaBa 3aMeTHbIE Ha (hoHe Heba.

— Bepa, uTto 3a manku?

— Bemku! [Tyte MeTuIN.

— Mozxer, aTH...?

— He 3nato. He Hamm. Ko 3a6mynurbest Gosiics.

BoimepHyna U3 3eMiIu MpyT, OTOpOCHIa B CTOPOHY.

O3epo OTKpBUTIOCHh HeoXumaHHO. JlexXano B HU3MHeE, CIOBHO Mpstanoch. Crblias
CBUHILIOBas Bofa 3aMepJia 6e3 aBrxeHus. bepera Tonkue, ¢ 0MIHOro Kpast OpoCIlivie HU3KUM
KyCTapHUKOM.

OH He chpallliBajl, CKOJbKO ellle WATH, MOYeMy OHa He XOYeT pa3BecTH KOCTep,
oborperbest. [Ipocto KoBbLIST cienoM. Kaxmerit mar — 6osb B Horax. U eiie — xoTesioch
ectb. [TogramrHmBajo ot rojioga. Ynpsamo el ciaemoM. Tepren. Jlaxe He 3MUICSa Ha Hee 3a
TO, YTO HUYETO He OOBSICH:IA, a Bella 3a co0OM, Kak IlleHKa Ha TpuBsa3u. CUJ 3TUThCS He
ocTayiock. OGOTHYIJIHN 03ep0, 00XOIsT TOMKMIA Oeper, TTOIOILLTH K Kpalo, TTOpoCIlieMy KJIOUYKaMu
HU3KOTo KyCTapHUKa.

Bepa cOpocuna ¢ 1uied Bsg3aHKy. 37ech OBUTIO TIOBBHIIIE W TTOCYyIlle. BuIMpsmuiiack.
CMoTpena, Kak oH moaxoaut. [ToMorna cHATH ¢ Mieda Mellok ¢ bapaxiioM. Cpasy cel Ha
3eMITIO.
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— Bamum! Moxem 3nech octraHoBuThes. Koctep. [loects. HoueBaTh 3aech MoxeM.
Kycthl. [lanbiiie — royast TyHapa.

— Xopoliiio. A yTo Teds1 cMylaeT? — CIPOCUI yCTajo.

PasroBapuBath He xoTenoch. XOTeJIoCh 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a U Jieub. KIaTh, KOrma oHa
pasBeneT KOcTep M TOTAa MOANOI3TH OJvKe K Terly. 3acyHyTb HOTU MpsiMo B oroHs! Uto
MeHs cmyinaet?! Pe6ernok manbiit! TyHapa ronas. dpoB Het. Enbl Het. O yem oH mymaet?

— Xopotiio!

PasBsizana Tiok ¢ TpsinbeM, JOCTajla oJesyio — pa3BepHyJia, paccMaTpyBaeT, Iiyraer.

— HewmHoro ¢ kpasg nogmoxkito! IIkypel Mokpbie. Hudero. Beicyinry! Ha! — nakunyna
eMy ofesuio Ha meun. — 3akpoiics! Ceituac koctep. SI 6picTpo!

Jler, 3aBepHyJICs ¢ rojoBoiil. Onesio AyIIHO MaxJio KOCTPOM U MOTOM. 3aKpbUl IJasa.
Crbllias, Kak HayaJld TIOTPECKUBATD CYUbsl HA OTHE, HO CWJT TTOTHSIThCS, TIEPEIoJI3TH OJIVKe
K OTHIO He OBLIO.

— Bamum! Bagum, He crin! IMokassiBaii Horu. Yrto y Te6s1?

CeJl cO CTOHOM.

lopen xoctepok — Heboiblol, ciadblii. CooKy — KoTenok ¢ Bogoil. ILIkypsr
pasBellieHbl Ha KoJjblllkax — cymatcs. M BepuH 6anaxoH 3nmech xe. JIbIM Gecutcsi, Xo4eT
B Hebo, ObeTcsl O LIKYphl — He mycKaioT. Cama oHa — OOCUKOM, B CBUTEpE M Tpycax —
TOPMOIIUT €ro, He AaeT MPOBAIUTbCS B TeMHOe 3a0biThe. M CIOBHO He ObLIO HUKAKOM
repenpaBbl, He 3aMep3ajla OHa HACMEPTh B XoJonHol Boje. Jlaxe 3aBumHo ctajo. OHa —
MOXeT, a OH BOT pacKuc.

ITomoraet cTsiHyTh carnor. [lojoxwuia cTynmHIO Ha KojlieHu, paccMmarpuBaeT. CcaauHa
Bo3Jie OoJbIIIOro najblia. boae3HeHHO, HO He cTpalliHO. DX, ObUIM Obl oM WK 3ejeHKa!

Basinack 3a BTOpoOIi camor, noTsiHyna. M3orHyncst Bagum, 3actoHan. Crana TSIHYTb
MemneHHee. Hocok ckatbiBana yxke coBceM akkKypaTHo. C aToit Horoit xyxe. Heckonbko
MEJIKMX CCaJlMH Ha CTyIHe — He cTpaliiHo. Ho HOroTh Ha cpeiHeM Majiblie OTOpBaH, Chexall
KyZla-To BOOK, Bpe3aJicsl B KOXY Mexy naibliaMu. Msico Tosioe Hapyxky. M Bce 3amexiueiics
KPOBBIO 3arsITHAHO.

D710 Korna oH no KaMHsiM Taiuui! beansbiit! A s1 Ha Hero pyratoch! Xopollio, 4YTo HUKYyIa
He TOLUTH...

— Ceiivyac, Bagum! Ceityac!

MetHynach K Mellky, 3amapwia. He Moxer Haiitu. IlepeBepHysa, BhIchINaja
conepxxrumMoe Ha 3emunto. Kpbiiika ot yaiiHuka B pykax. K koctpy. Bona kak pa3 3akumnena.
CrioniocHysa KpbILIKY, BbiTulecHy a. Hanuna cHoBa, mocTaBuiia B CTOPOHY OCTYKaThCsl.

— ThI rpeit Horu y orusi, rpeii!

Oroiina ot Koctpa. Ha KopTouku, Ha KOJeHH, IMOJ3aeT, MIIEeT 4To-To. JlucTtouku
KaKure-To MpUHeca, cehilaja B MIIOIIKY C BOIOK.

— Ceiiuac, npoMoeM, nepeBsikem! Xopoiio 0ynet! TosbKo... Bagum, HOrots otopBaTh
Hano! Tel cama wiu g? bojbHO He OyaeT — eJie Iep>XKUTCS.

— Cam!

Ha mepeBssKy Toliuta y3Kas TpsIWIla, OTOPBaHHas OT BepMHOW Maiikm. Hocku —
TeInIble, BBICYLIEHHBIe Y KocTpa. Corpench HaKoHel Horu!

Bepa cBapuia Tpeyky — YIOyCcTWIa, TONYYUIACh CYXOil. 3amMBalli KHIISITKOM,
3arpaBIeHHBIM KaKUMU-TO JINCTBSIMU, ITOYEMY-TO BO3HWKAaJla acCOIMalfs CO BKYCOM
TTOJIOBOI TPSITIKU, XOTS... KTO €ro 3HaeT, KaKOl y 3TOM ITOJIOBOI TPSMNKU BKyC?

Bepa monmMara, 9To ega Ha ucxofe. JIBa, Hy OT CWIIBI TPH JHS OHM TpojepKarcs Ha
OCTaBIIMXCS CKYIHBIX 3amacaX. danbile — royon! ITosToMy peskuM CTpOroil 3KOHOMUM.
I'maBHOe, 0 Jeca moGpaThesa — TaM rpuGkl! Ha rpubax ma Ha siromax MpoaepsKaThCs MOXKHO.
OcraTKu KpyIibl U MyKM — Ha KpaitHuii cirydaii. M, ritaBHoe, — He XaJileTb HU ce0s1, HU ero!

KocTepok mporopei, ocTaBUB Ha 3eMyie YEePHYIO OTMETHHY C HepSIIJINBO
pasdbpocaHHBIMKA YTOJIBKaMH, TTOAePHYTBIMU TretuioM. CONHIIE CTOSUIO ellle BEICOKO Hajl
TOPU30HTOM, 3aJIMBas TYHAPY OeJeChbIM CBETOM.
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IMpwxaBumcs Opyr K Opyry, Ha 3emje, Ha pacCTeJeHHBIX IIKypaxX crajiu IBOe,
3aBEpHYBILVCH B OTHO onesuio. M He Melllajl UM COJTHeYHBIM cBeT. He ciblimanm, Kak Ha
03epo OITyCTWJIach YTKa, HBIPSUIa, BBIMCKHMBAs YTO-TO B NPUOpPEXHOM TpaBe, a TOTOM
yietena. He 4yBcTBOBaiM, Kak KOMaphl CaaATcd Ha JIMIIO, — JIMIIb U3PeAKa CAABIECHHO
CTOHAJIA U CYIOPOXHO TTPOBOIWIIM PYKOM, OTTOHSISI, — He MPOCHITANCh.

JlyHa ymepGHBIM GeJTBIM ISITHOM OTpakaliach B YepHOM Bome o3epa. Bee mpormraHo
CTBIJIOM CyMpayHOI CBIPOCTBIO.

Bricnanuch. Permviau BEIXOIMTE ceifyac, He XIaTh, KOTIa MOTeTlieeT.

Nnru Houbto To TyHIpe Bepe ObuTo He BriepBoif. JIeToM Bce TepeXoibl cTaparoTcs
JeJlaTh HOYBIO WJIM paHHUM YTPOM, IMOKa poca JexuT. Ilo poce oleHsIM Jierde HapThI €
rpy3oM TaimTh. He 310 ee celivac BoJTHOBaJIO, a TO, YTO He cobpasta Bely 3apaHee. [Tonsana
Ha KOJICHSIX BOKPYT ITOTacIliero KOCTpHIIla, pyraja cebs, cKilamblBajla B MEIIOK, Oosutach
YTO-TO TIPOIYCTHUTh, OCTABUTD.

[epeBsizaHHas HoOTa He XeJlaJla BXOIUTh B caror. Koe-kak nponmxHyi. Tymas 60i1b
pasmwiachk Tmo crymHe. [Ipumamas Ha OmHY HOTY, ceilajl HECKOJbKO ImaroB. [lajbirel
3aropesiich 6oibio. Ho maru Bce e MOXHO!

Korma Bagum nsITaicss BEHOMHHTB 3TOT IeHb — B TTaMSITH BO3HUKAJ IpoBai. ITycTorta.
IMoMHMIT Kak cHavayia BITepelr MasTavl TeMHBIN cHIysT Bepbl, Kak cTapajics He OTCTaTh.
Hnru 6u10 60TBHO, HO Yepe3 Imojiyaca Gob MPUTYIHIACh, CTaa TIPUBBIYHOM, M OH yKe He
obpaliiajl Ha Hee BHUMaHMS. XpoMaJll, cCKopee, 10 TTPUBBIYKE.

Momusmock conHile. BricBeTwiiack TyHIpa — cTapas cepo-3elieHas IPOCTBIHA,
COTKaHHas U3 TlepeIUIeTeHNI cTebIeil TpaBbl M MEJIKOTO KYCTapHUKa, CTETIOIIMXCS MTOBepX
GeJIOMOIITHIKA, KOTOPBIX 9yTh MPYXXUHWJT TPU KaXKIOM Iliare.

[Imr Kaxxmprii cBoMM TeMIioM. Bepa nanexo Brrepenn, oH — c3amy. CHI TOTHATh U UITH
PSIOM XBaTWIIO OBbI, HO TaK ObLIO ynoOHee. PazMepeHHOCTh IBMKeHUS TpeGoBaia CBOETO
puTMa.

CHavaja cOMBAJIOCH IbIXaHWE, CITOTHIKAJCS, HOTW IEIUISUTUCh 3a CTeTIOIIMIACS
KycTapHMK. 3mmicst Ha Bepy, 4To maxe He obGepHeTcs. 2Knmay, Korjga oHa OCTAHOBUTCS U
MOXHO OYJIET CeCTh, BBITSHYTb HOTH... [I0TOM 3TH MBICITN TIPONaid, HCITAPWINCh, BBITYJIO UX
M3 TOJIOBBI XOJIOMHBIM BETEPKOM, MYIOIIMM B JIMIIO...

Bepa ocTanoBMIach HeoxxumaHHo. [TpocTo Betaia u 6pociiia TIoK Ha 3emimio. Cesia Ha
Hero. CMmoTpesa, Kak OH ToOoXomWmT. Bamum u He 3amerwn. Tak ObI W MpoIIesl MHMO,
MeXaHWM4eCKHU TlepecTaByIsisd HOTH, ecii Obl He OKJIMKHYJIA.

[ToToM oHM XKaHO CKpeOIIH JIOKKaAMU O CTEHKU KOTeJTKa, BEIOMpast OCTaTK! BUYepalTHei
rpedku. CTos Ha KOJIeHsX, IIWIK Boay W3 Jyxu. [lotom BamyM ycHyl, CBepHYBIIHCH
KaJJaguKoM Ha 3emite, a Bepa niexaia psmoM ¢ 3aKpBITHIME TIa3aMK U yoexmaia ceds, 9To
BEPHO COPUEHTHPOBAJIACH M UIYT OHU IMPaBWIbHO. ToJIbKO GBI 10OpaThes 1o Jieca!

U cHOBa oHa — BIepeny, a oH — c3amu. M TyHapa, n He6o, 1 obnaka. M 6ecKoHeYHOCTh
3aCTHIBIIETO ITyCTOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA MO BEPTHKAIM Y TOPU3OHTAIIH.

TeMHas mosioca Ha TOPU30HTE BO3HUKIIA HEOXHMIaHHO, XOTs1 Bepa knaia, mocTostHHO
BIVISIIBIBASICh BIaIb. MOXeET, IJ1a3 3aMBbUIMJICST, 2 MOXKET, 3a[yMaJlach — TiepecTalia YyBCTBOBATh
cebs1, IpoBaTMIACh B COH, KaK TOBOPWII JIe/l, — TaKOe CIyYaeTcs MPU IOJITOM Iepexoje.

O6panoBanack. HemHoro ocranock. Bagumy pelimina He TOBOPUTb — UIET NMapeHb, BOT
u niyctb unet! He naii bor mouyBcTByeT, 4T0 KOHeIl IyTH OJIM30K, pacciaabuTcs, pacKUCHET.
Bugena oHa yxe Takoe...

TpeBoXwIio, YTO TyHApa CTAaHOBWIACH Bce OoJjiee KOUKOBATOM, 3axJioMNalia BoAa TOJ
Horamu. OHU BBIXOOMJIM K Kpato Gosota. bonbiioe. HaBepHoe, 1o camoro Jeca TsiHeTcsI.
[MpaBuibHee GBLTO GBI 320paTh B CTOPOHY, TIOIBITATHCS OOOUTH, HO COJIHIIE YK€ TTOBHUCIIO
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HU3Ko... Eciu 06xoauTh, TOUHO MpUaeTcsl HoueBaTh B TyHApe. M Bepa peniuia pucKHYTb,
UATU HATIPSIMUK.

Yepes cOTHIO METPOB COMHEHUSI OTTIAJIM OKOHYaTeJIbHO — Oojioto! M TyHapa Briepean
MoMeHsla 1BeT — cTaya pbikeil. M yxe Oosblile OTKpPBITOM BOABI MOA HOraMu, 4Yem
Topyallux KoyekK, MOpocIInX OYpoii >KeCTKOM TpaBoOii.

IMogomen Bagum. Crosiu, cMOTpeau BAAJb.

— Tam nec, — npocTo ckaszana Bepa.

— Hanpsamyio noiinem?

— Ja.

Bagum ¢ coMHeHUeM nocMoTpesa Ha BepuHBI HOTM B MEXOBBIX UyJIKaX.

— Kak TbI notigeis? be3 Hor octaHebest!

— Huyero. Kak-uuOynp... Thl uau ciegoM, He OTCTaBald.

C KOYKM Ha KOUYKY He Harphbiraelibes. [1poiiie ObUTIO MATH 3Ur3aramMmu o Boje, 00Xos
Topualue Kouku. Bona okaszanach He Takoii X0JIOMHOI, Kak B peke, — Bepa npureprnenachk.
IToxons cpbIBaiu pacTyllylo Ha KOUYKax MOPOIIKY, €€ 3leCh ObLIO MHOTO.

Inu mepeHHo. Boabl cTaHOBUIOCH Bee Oobllle — yxke Mo KojeHo. BaguM mapy pas
yepraHya carnoroM. Crajiu MOsBISTBCS PElKO CTOSIIIUE CyXUe CTBOJIbI AEPEBbEB, B PYKY
TOJNIIVMHON, Oe3 eIWHON BeTKHU, TIHYJWCh Ha MeTp WM Ha JBa BBEpPX, BEPXYILIKU
00JIOMaHbl — CJIOBHO CITelIMaIbHO BOTKHYJIU.

Jlec mpubmukancsi. OTnenbHbIe NepeBbsl elle He pas3misaeTh, HO YepHas Iojioca Ha
TOPU30HTE cTaja OTYeTJMBel, Mpuodpena odbeM. Heyxenu mnpoitnem? I[lpomycTut
6osoTo? — Bepa Gostnachk B aTo moBeputh. Critazwia!l Henbsst o Takom mymats! [epen Humu
MpocTUpaach poBHasl SPKO-3eJieHas MOBEPXHOCTb — dAAKUI JIy>KOK, MOKPBITHI MXOM U
3eJICHOI TpaBKoOil, — HU Tebe KovyeK, HU oTKphIToi Boabl! Illarait cmeno!

Bot 31eck Mbl TouHO He Tipoitnem! M Bce-Taku monpoboBath?

— Banum! Croii 3necs. He xoau 3a MHOI.

OcCTOpoXXHO 1IIarHyJia, Tpoliia HEeCKOJIbKO MeTpoB. [loBepXHOCTb Mom Horamu
KOJIbILIETCSI, TUIABHO TMpOrudaeTcsi — HeT Moj Heil ocHoBbl. Pa3BepHysiach M Mo cBOUM
cjenaM, 3aroJIHSIEMbIM BOJIOH, 0OpaTHO.

— 3nech He npoiigem!

— Tak Bpome xe aepxut? A ecau manku? Hy... mectsl! Teikath Brepean cebst
oynem! — Baaum ykazall Ha TOHKMI CYXOI CTBOJI, KOCO TOpPYAIMid PSIIOM.

— Kakue mectsl, Banum? B okHO yxHellb — «a» He ycreelllb cka3aTb! B onexne, ¢
Belllami... He KuHO, rae 1o 60y10TaM ¢ mectaMu XoAsT. He BeITalIly s Te0s... CUI He XBaTUT!
O6xonuTh Hago!

A Jlec BCTaBaJl Ha TOPM3OHTE, MPUTSTUBAT K cebe.

O6xommwtn, 3abupas BopaBo. Ilo kparo, MemieHHO. Heckoibko pa3 Kaszaioch —
3aKOHYWJICS 3TOT MpenaTeIbCKUIA JIYT, TIOBOPaYMBAaIH, MIPOXOIWIA COTHIO METPOB 10 BOJIE
MeXITy TopYalllMMKi KOYKaMHA M CHOBa YITMPAJIKCh B POBHYIO 3€JICHYIO TUIOCKOTUHY.

HeymonumMo Hanpuraics Bedep. Elle He cTeMHeNno, HO pasjMBBI YHMCTON BOIBI
3a0JIecTeN, HATIOTHSSICh TPEBOXHOM YepHOTOM. HebGo 3aBOJIOKIIO TYydaMU, CKBO3b KOTOPBIE
cTapajioch MPOOUTHCS COJTHIIE.

Bagum npucnymmBaics kK cebe. I[Iponcxomuino 4To-To crpaHHoe. Bropoe mbixaHue?
OH nepecTall YyBCTBOBATh ycTajaocTh. [ToSIBUINCH cila U 310cTh. Jla Korga e 3To 60J10TO
3akoHunTCcs? Bee paBHo poiinem! HemHoro octanocs! A BoT Bepa ycrama. [1lna memieHHo.
3amMyyanach ¢ drkaMu. Horu 3acacheiBaia rpsseBas Kika, YTO CKpPBIBaJIach IO BOION —
CTacKMBaJIa YK ¢ HOTH. [IpUXoaMIoch ocTaHaBIMBAThCS, IIIAPUTH B BOIIE PYKOI, BEIY>KMBATb,
cHoBa HaneBaTh. [IpoGoBajia cCHITbHee 3aTATUBATh PEMEIKH, HO HeMeJTN HOTH, TiepecTaBaja
HX 9yBCTBOBATb.

Bagum 1ien pamom. Elle paHbllle, BUOS, YTO OHa BBIMOTAIach, 3a0pall y Hee TIOK C
TpsibeM. CHU3Yy — Boja 0oJioTa, CBepXy — COOCTBEHHBIN TMOT. MoOKpble HAaCKBO3b, a He
XOJIOTHO.
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Haxkownen Bepa, ckopee MHTYUTUBHO, TouyBcTBoBasla — obouniu! [ToBepuia B aTo.
3acrnemia. BoT u nepBble peakue AepeBbs. Jlaxke He AepeBbsl ellle — KYCTbl BBICOKUE.
HepeBbst — TaM, 32 HUMK! OHM BBILLLITU B pacmialok, MOpocinii narnopoTHUKoM. 1o pacmaaky
npotekan pydeil. [loiim BHU3, TIO pyciy.

Jlec HamBurasics, nepeBbsl HaBUCAIU TIO 00e cTOpoHbl. I MOXHO yXe OCTaHOBMTbCS,
PYXHYTbh Ha CyXyl0 3eMJII0, 3aKPbITh IJlaza U JieXaTb, MOBTOPSS ISl ceOsl, MoadaapuBasi:
«Jloummu! Jouutu!»> Bokpyr 6bl1 sec! Hacrostinmin jgec! C 3amaxoM cMOJIBI U IPEBECHHEI,
MpesibIX eOBbIX MIOJOK U CTapbiX JUCTHEB, C LIYMOM PacKayMBaIOIIMXCS TOJA BETPOM
BEpXYLIEK E€PEBbEB, C HEOXKMIAHHBIMU 1IOPOXaMU U CTPEMUTEJIbHBIM TiepernapXruBaHueM
MTUILL C BETKU Ha BETKY.

Bbi1111 Ha HeGOBIIIYIO TIOJISIHY, pydeil oberai ee 1o Kparo U CHOBa HBIPSLT MO CBOIbI
JIepeBbLEB.

— Bce! 3necnh! — Bepa onycTuiack Ha 3emutio. BaguMm CKUHYI TTOKJIaxy psiaoM.

— Ceiiuac 1... KocTep.

— Jlexu! SI — cam!

Jloman cyxue enoBble BeTKU. CKIaAbIBal U3 TOHIOCEHBKUX LIATAIIMK — YTOOBI cpasy,
¢ onHoit cimuku. Eiie nposa u eie! CyxocTost MHOTO!

3armonbIxai, 3aTpelia, BHIOpachiBasi CHOITBI UCKP BBEpX.

— Bepa, nagaii paznenaiicst! CymmTbes Hago! — Cam yke pa3MaThIBajl IPOMOKIIIMI TIOK
C TPSIMIbEM, BTBIKAJ BOKPYT KOCTpa KOJIBIIIKH, YTOObI pa3BecUTh ONEXKIY.

— Boasl HaGepu, mmoxainyiictal — Bepa cTsruBajia yepe3 rojoBy MOKpPBIN COKYil. —
U ente npoBa. Btu ObICTPO MporopsT. bosblive JiecUHBI HaZ0, YTOOBI Ha BCIO HOYb XBATUJIO.

— Tw1 cupn, cuan! Crenaro!

— 4 yxe... Ceituac GOATYIIKY MYYHYIO Ha Y>XKUH TPUTOTOBJIIO.

— bBonatyiika — 310 4To?

— Myky B ropsiyeit Boge pasmenaio. Bor u Bech yxxuH. Caxap eliie ectb! MbI B Jiecy,
Bagum! 3aBTpa rpuboB HacoObupaemM — oHM chiTHble! Ham OBl Termepb mockopee K peke
BBIUTH. ..

i BHU3 Mo pycay pyubsi — K peke BbIBEAET M UITH JIETKO, He yepe3 OypesioM xe
nponupaThest! Kak ToJbKo BO3HUKAI MPOCBET MeXy AepeBbsiMu, Bepa ropopuiia: «Tbl unu,
g JIOTOHIO...» — W HbIpsjIa B Jiec.

CHayaJsia pelus, 4yTo y Hee YTO-TO He Tak ¢ xkeyakoM. CaM cebst He 0ocob0 XOpolIo
YYBCTBOBAJI — MOCTOSIHHO OYPJIMJIO M IMOPOi HAYMHAJIO HBITh TYITOl 60Jibio. Ho B ouepenHoit
pa3, CKPBIBIINCH 3a IepeBbsIMU, MO3BaNIa, 3aKkpuyaa: «Bagum! Bagum, nam crogal»

HebGonbias nonsiHa. Ceeriasg. OOHeceHa TycThIM eJIbHUKOM. MOX IO HOTramu,
MpopocUInit Kyliel TpaBoii, ycesiH rpudaMu — PbXKUKU — coTHU! Po30Bo-XeThie, Kpernkue,
Bce KaK Ha IMoa0op, CIOBHO TOJILKO BUepa MoBbLIe3 . Baaum Takoro oowins rpuboB He
BcTpeyas. M mopaxaio, yTo Bce OHM CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAHBI Ha TOM IISITayKe.

— CHuMaii KypTKy, — Bepa yropHo nponoikajia Ha3blBaTh SHILIEPaTUTKY KypTKOM, —
cKJaabIBaTh Oynem!

...Bepa 111a, HaxJT0O0y4MB KaITIOLIOH 10 IJ1a3a — eif jerde! A BoT Bamum — masuies,
pasnpaxacs. KamolmoH-To Ha sHUedaInuTKe, a oHa ¢ rpubamu. 2Kpu — He xouy! Xorenoch
OpOCUTD BellIH, IpaTh 3YIALILYI0 OT YKYCOB KOMaphbsl KOXY.

Pacnagok pacumpwuicsa. PaccTynmunuch OepeBbs, CMEHWINCH 3apOCIISIMU HMBHSKA.
3axionaia Tof HoraMu OOJOTHas XWKa, MPUKPHITas MOPOCTBbIO 3eJIeHBIX PACTEHMIA C
IIUPOKUMU KUPHBIMU JINCThSIMU, MIOXOXUMU Ha HU3KOPOCJIbIE JIOMYXU.

W orkprutace peka! Bto 6buta apyras peka. CriokoitHast. [lmaBHO KaTuTcs TeMHast
BOJIa MUMO, HET HU TIeHBI, HU OypyHOB. 3axarta JiecoM. OGHaXaloTcsI B HU3KUX TTOIMBITBIX
Geperax 3acKopyalible KOPHHU JepeBbeB. Y Oepera Y3KONMCTHBIE pacTeHUs IOA BOAOM, 4TO
BOJIOCHI — BBITSHYJIUCH 1O MOTOKY, pacyechbiBaeT MX peKa, MPUITaKiBaerT.

— Jlouutn! — ckazana Bepa.
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M tonbko tenepb Bagum cripocut:

— CKOJIBKO HaM ellle OCTaJloCh?

— JHeit mathb wiu 1wectb. Eciin OyaeM MATH ¢ yTpa A0 Bedepa. Y Hac Tak He TTOTyIUTCS.
JIHeit BoceMb... TBog Hora? Kak Gbl He 3arHOMIACK.

— A Tam, Kyna BblitneM, ato uto? JlepeBHs? Ilocenok?

— 3aumka JsecHasg. Tpu cembu XuUBYT. OxoTHMKU. OmHa ceMbsg — HeHelKas.
A nBaallaTh KWIOMETPOB BHU3 IO peKe — TaM yxXe JepeBHA. MarasuH, moura. [axe
BepTojieTHas Tuiolanka ecthb. [loumm! He Hamo crosats. Hamo Haiitm ymoGHoe MecTo.
O6cyummcs. [Moenum. OtmoxHem. Hory TBoro JieduTh OyneM. 3aBTpa yTpoM TOHAeM.

— Ckaxu ellle pa3, KaK peka HasbIBaeTcs?

— Bomnra. IMowun!

MecTo cTosIHKU ObLITO YyaecHbIM! OTKPBITHII KOCOTOp, MOPOCIINI HEBBICOKOI TPaBO,
BeCh B XKEJTBIX MEJIKUX 1[BETaX, MoJioro coerai K peke. B mpocBeT — BUHA peka; KaxeTtcs,
Boja 3acThlla, HUKyIa He TeveT. [llenectenu aucTBoil peakue Oepe3bl. 32 HUMU TOJSIHY
o0cTynaja HEeMmpPOXOAUMOM CTEHON TeMHBII I'ycTON ebHUK.

Bagum cupen Ha OpeBHe, MOACTAaBUB OTrHIO Oocble Horu. lopstumii rpuOHON myXx
JlypMaHWJI rojioBy. KnaJ.

— T'otoBo! — Bepa mankoii mojlenuia KoTeJIoK U MocTaBuia y ero Hor. — [Tomoxmu,
IyCThb OCTBIHET.

BapeBo HanmomuHazo cryneHb. TemHas, Kieiikas rpubHas Mmacca. [IpoboBaTh Takoe
eMy He JOBOIMJIOCK.

— V¥ Hac rpubHU1Iel Ha3bIBalOT, — MosicHuIa Bepa, Bus ero 3ameinaresnbetBo. — Comnu
HeT... HeBKkycHO?

Bkyc neiictButenbHo 6611 He axTu. Ho ecTh XoTesnoch Tak, YTO 3TO HE MUMeJIO HUKAKOTO
3HavyeHus. KoTesok omycTen B Tpy MUHYTHI. XJieOa Obl eliie! Bepa nmoctaBuia rpeTh Bomy ISt
Tak HazblBaeMoro yas. Bagum mosynexai, onepiivich CIMHONH 0 OPeBHO, MOACTABUB JIUIIO
cosH1y. beiio crnokoitHo u JieHuBo. Ceifdyac MOXHO OBLIO MPOCTO JiexXaTh U HU O YeM He
IyMaTb. XOTs... Kak He fymMaTh? Masiuuau, Masiuuian Ha Kpato co3HaHus 1 otell, U Kosbka,
1 KaMYIIKU 9TH YepTOBbI!

— Bep! Tak 4yTo Tam ¢ atumu anmazamu? OTKyaa OHU B3SUTUCH?

— Bagum... I pacckaxy. Tonabko 310 He Moe. M He aenbl. Oto — obiee. M cripsaraHo
OT BceX, KoMy 3HaTh He Hano. [TonumMaeis? He Most TaiiHa. BTo cepbe3Ho. 3a 3TO yOMBAIOT,
caMm BUEN...

— U 1B TOXe TIOMIMM. Y MeHs oTia yowrn. M ckopee Bcero, M3-3a 3THX Y€PTOBBIX
anMasoB. Sl xouy 3HaThb. JlomkeH! £l yxke 3aMapaics o6 3T KaMHHM. MBI He XOTeJIi MX 3a0paThb,
MBI O HUX CJIBIXOM He cibIxvBasiid. Ho aTo oHm 3a6pasu otiia 1 Hukonas! PacckaspiBai!

Bepa mipricera Ha KOPTOYKH, BOPOIIUT TMTAJIKOM YIIIK B KocTpe. MomyuT. 3amymanach.

— SIkytus, anmasbl — ciblan?

— Hy cabnman yto-to... Tonbko 1pu yem 3aech SIkytus?

— B SIkyrum Haimx MHoro. OHM Apyrue HeMHOXKKO, HO HalllW...

— W uro?

— B SIkyrun anmasel Hauwiu. TpyOkm anmasHble. Kapbepbl HapbulM OTpOMHBIE.
T'oBopsrt, naxe 13 kocMoca BuaHo! Jloporamu Bee ucroraHwin. TexHuKa, pabodrie, BepTOJICTHI.
A omenam kak? Craga y Hac. [Tacti Hago. C MecTa Ha MeCTO KOYyeM, YTOOBI KOpMa XBaTaJo.

— Hymn...?

Uro oHa MHe, KaK MaJleHbKOMY, OOBSICHSIET MPONMUCHBIe UCTUHEI? $I ee KOHKpETHO
rpo anmasbl cripocul! OTKyna OHU Y HUX C AeI0M?

— Hapyumnu Bce! Mecta, rme Bcerma ojieHel Maciv M OXOTHIIHCh, yKe He HalllW.
Oto6panu! Teneps moporu, kapbepbl. Bot!

3amorryara.



Anexcandp Ipunesckuii. Apeuut 59

Bagum 3nuncs, Ho xnai, He Toponwi. Jla u Kyna Toponuthesa? CosiHIEe NMPUTPEeBaeT,
JI0 Beyepa eule AAJIEKO.

— W 3mech ToxXe... — Havazia Bepa.

— UYro — Toxxe? He moHumarto s teos!

— Hy... 31ech Toxe anMasbl ecth! Penko, Ho HaxonsaT. He coBcem 3mech. bimxke K
IMunere. Ha peukax pasHbiX... — Me3seHb, 3o10THIIA.

— UYro-To He BepuUTCH...

— Ilpappa! Hamm cto jieT a1 ajiMa3bl coOOUpaloT.

— Ecnu Tak, To naBHO OBl TYT JOMOBIYY OPTaHU30BAIH, KakK B SIKyTHU.

— Crapuku pennmin — TaiiHa! Haitien kamyiek — cnaii coopiiyky. Hukomy Hebast
TOBOPUTb.

— N uro? Kyna nx morom? My oHU Tak ¥ cipsTaHbl B KAKO-HUOYIb Tellepe, a elie
W JyXamu, TIOJU, OXpaHsIoTCs?

Cka3Ku KakMe-TO pacckasbiBaeT. JleTckuit jener. KoHelr ABaamiaToro Beka Ha IBOpeE,
KOMITBIOTEPBI, TEXHOJIOTUM, MAIIMHBI. A TYT KJaja B Teliepe.

— Bgarku... — YMHOBHMKaM, HAYaJbCTBY B obOsacTu MoxeT naxe, MPaBUTEIbCTBO.
Komy — TouyHo He 3Hat0. HaM 3a aTo pribaiky, oxoTy padpeiatot. dpyrum 3anpeieHo. Ho
JIaBHOE, MecTa KouyeBbsl. YTOOBI HE CTPOWJIM HUYETo, TOPOTrd He MPOKJIAIbIBAIU.

— M uro? Cro net Taiiny xpaHwin? Y HUKTO M3 BallMX HE IOIBITAJICS caM KaMyLIKU
npoaatb, B 00Xoj cTapeiiinH?

— Yownu yeTBephix. Bee 3HaroT, 3a urto.

Bepa morporasta KoTesioK ¢ «qaeM». CeroaHs B KauecTBe 3aBapKU Y HUX OBLJT Oepe30BbIi
JIUCT, TIOJICYIIIEHHBI Ha OTHE.

— OcTblLJ1, MOXHO IMUTH! — OTJIWJIA cebe B KPBILIKY OT YaliHUKa, a KOTEeJOK MPUABHHYJIA
Bagumy.

A uro? Bpoze, moka Bce cKIagHO y Hee TMojyyaercs. MoxeT, W TpaBaa Takoe
BO3MOXHO? 3aMKHYTbI!t MUP — OAMHAKOBBII 00pa3 KM3HU, CBOY 3aKOHBI, BCE IPYT C APYTOM
CBSI3aHBI.

— Panble Tak 6buT0... — 3aayMuMBO NponsHecaa Bepa. — Tenepb Bce MU3MEHMIOCH.

— UYro uzmeHmnoch?

— Teonorn... Mo peukam rmnaBatoT. PaHbliie ux mano Obuto. Taiira. A Ternepb
BEPTOJIETHI, JTOOKH... Hatmmu anmmassr! TpyOoku amasHble Kak B SIKytun. OmHa Wiv TpU — He
3Hal0 CKOJIbKO. PaspaboTka HauHeTcst. Hamm yxomsat. Pri6a v 3Bepb yke M3 3TUX MeCT YIIUTH.
YysctyioT. Yyneca! Moxer, Cuxuptio pasraeBain. He 3Haro...

— CuxupTtg 3T0 4TO?

— MonzemHuble ayxu.

— Ilpo nyxoB — moroM... Bepa! OTkyna Thl Bce 3TO 3Haelllb?

— Hena coopiykom Obut. Jlymana, noragaincs. S npu HeM. MHe MOJIOXEHO 3HATb.

— IMonmoxmu! A Kak Bbl 3TU aJiMa3bl cooupain?

— He capian! Coopiivk — craHoBuila oobe3xaeT. KTo-To M3 Halmx Haiiger
KaMyIIeK, CIpsIeT, MOTOM — cOOpIIUKY. MBI ¢ Jeloi e3MWI OT OTHOTO CTaHOBWIIA K
npyromy. 3umoii. ITo cHery nerye... Jlerom — 3nech. [ToHsm Tenepns?

— DT0 4TO Xe TMojyJaeTcs, Thl OJHA Telephb PO 3TY 3aXOPOHKY 3Haellb?

— Brexomut, Tak. HanmmiM coobumth Hago. O6s3aTeabHO!

— A 4Tt0 ropcTouky orryna B3suia? He zamersT?

— 3ayeM 4 o370 crenana? Ha Begakuii cirygaii. He 3amerar. Tam MHoro!

IomHsTa TONOBY, MMOocMoTpeTa BamnmMy B Tirasa.

— Eciii co MHOI YTO-HUOYIb CIIYIUTHCSI, YTOOBI y TeOs ObUTH. Bee 113-3a KaMHel 9THX...

BamuM Moirga, mepeBapuBall YCIBIIIAHHOE.

— JlagHo... ITotiny sroasl cooupathb. YToOB crn Habupascs!

— JlaBait s ¢ ToGOI?
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— Hert! Cuan. ITyckait Hora 3axkuBaeT. He Hago HacTynaTh. Xo4elllb — MOCIH, 5 IIKYPhI
y KOCTpa paccTelTio.

Bepa yinra. OH Jiexat, MBITaICcsT fyMaTh O Kapbepax, aIMa30HOCHBIX TPYOKax, KaKHMX-
TO cOOpINMKaX, MepeABUTaloIrecs Ha HapTaxX Mo MyCThIM 3aCHEeXXeHHBIM IMPOCTPaHCTBAM.
Bce cMmenranoch B HeBooOpa3uMbIii KoM. Ml OH yCHYIT, IPUKPHIB TTa3a PyKoOi OT COJTHEYHOTO
cBeTa. [IpoBaymicst B GeCKOHEYHYIO TEMHYIO MpOMacTb, 1 eMy HUYEro He CHUIOCH.

BepHnynace Bepa. IlpuHecia KOTellOK, Ha TpeTh 3allOJIHEHHBIN OpycHUKOM. Bamim
TSDKEJIO BHIOMPAJICS M3 BSI3KOTO CHa — BO PTY CyXO, a IO IIeKe, Mo OTPOCIIel IeTHHE,
1eKoYa, croji3aeT HUTKa citoHbl. HenpusarHo! Pactep pykoii.

— Ha! — Bepa 6pocuia emy 06;10MOK ToJICTOTO cyKa. — OcTpyraii KOHell, YTOObI KOPbI
He ObuT0. Tonkyiika! HaMHeM sirofpl ¢ caxapoM — BKYCHO OymeT!

Crporan. Hukak He Mor npuiiTu B ceosl.

— Hepxu! — mepenait eif ocTpyraHHyo nayiky. — [loiiny Ha peuky, yMOIOCh.

[Ilen MemieHHO, aKKypaTHO, CTapasch HU 3a YTO He 3aeTh 3a0MHTOBAaHHBIM MaJIblIeM
Ha Oocoii Hore. Boma B peke TemHas. Bosie Gepera — 3acTbula — HHMKyHa He Tedyer.
OnycTwicsi Ha KoJeHU. 3axBaThiBaj TPUTOPIIHSAMM, IIecKaia Ha juio. Majo! CkuHyn
SHIIeDaATUTKY, Maiiky — yIiepcsi pyKaMH B THO — OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY TIOJ BOAY. XOJOMIHO, HO
MPUATHO. BBHIMpsMMIICST — TOTeKJa Bola MO TpyIOu, Mo chuHe. Ilieckan Ha Tpymb, Tep
TTOJMBIIIIKH.

OHa Kak YyBCTBOBajia, YTO BepHETCS MOKPBHIM W 3aMep3IIMM — KOCTep ITOJIbIXasl
BeceJIo U Xapko!

— Bepa, pa3 HayaJi1 3TOT pa3roBop... — OTOOBUHYJICS MTOJANbIIIE OT OTHST — YK OOJTBHO
MpuIeKano. — Y Tebs eCcTh KaKasg-HUOYIb BEPCHS, YTO Xe BCe-TaK! MPOUBOLIIIO U TToyeMy?
— EcTb.

— Torna pacckasbiBaii! fI, moka Tedst He ObLIO, MbITANCS KaK-TO MPOaHATU3UPOBATD,
HO YTO-TO HUYEro y MEHS He IOJyyaeTcs.

— S Tak nymaro... Kro-To y3Han npo anmasbl. [Ipo neny. Uto cOopiimk. 3Hanu, rae
JIETOM CTOATh OyneM. Penmnm kamHu 3a6path. Dto pycckue. Ha moake. Mbl Bunenu. Moxer,
C HUMM sicoBel ObIT — mpoBomgHMK. Hari. Ho aTo HemsBecTHo. ena 3abonesn. YMupatb
cobpaycs. Tyt Bol TisiBeTe. [Ipuxomute B Jarepb. I[Tomoraete. Ecim Te, KTo XoTen KaMHU
3a0patTh, NPUIIUIHA Bedied 3a BaMu...YUro onu BuasaT? Jlena Het! Ero mubo B uyme aepxar, 1Moo
yowrn. Bel Kak xo3seBa B Jarepe pacropstckaerech... Uto mm nenath? Hamo mepBeIMu
ctpenath. YTo6sl HeoxumaHHo. OTiia TBoero yowmn. Mul yoexanu. OHU Aexy MepTBOIO
Hauwi. [lymaroT, KaMHU y Hac. 2KIyT, 94To MBI B Jlarepb BepHeMcs. MBI M BepHYJIUCK...
Hukonast yornu. Octanvch TH U s1. MBI GoJTblIIe B Jarepb He uaeM. OHM yITyCTUTh Hac GOsTCSI.
VY HUX JIofKa ecTh, OHU OBICTPO TTePeIBUTaThCS MOTYT. MBI TIEIIIKOM MeUTeHHo. Sl mymaro,
OHU MecTO yIoOHOe HalmyT 1 OyIyT Hac BHU3Y XXIaTh, KOTJa caMd Ha HUX BbIiimeM. BoT u
Bce... A MBI I10 IpYIroil pexe.

BamuM GbLT omapaieH. Dta HeHKa, IeBYOHKA, BCe TaK CKiIagHo uanoxmia!l [Togemy
OH JI0 3TOoro He moaymaicsa? Yma He xBatwiio? Bce ke Ha moepxHoctu! IIpaBna, oH mpo
aJMa3bl HMYero He 3Hal. Y Hee OBUIO OOJbIIe BPeMEHH MTOAyMaTh.

— A kak xe Buranuii? OH Kak-To He BITMCBIBAETCSI B 3Ty CXEMY.

— CroxHo... — Bepa noarpe6iia nmajkoit yrim K LeHTpy KocTpa. — MoxeT, Bo3Bpariaics?
3aMeTus1 TeX... WIM OHU — ero. Thl cKasaj, IMepBblii BeIcTpen Ha peke ObwL1? [loToMm Mo
Jlarepio?

— Ha. Ha peke. Cnenytoimit — B cobaky. Ta 3aBusxajna. M ToJbko moToM oTelr yraj.

— Mozxet, Butamuii mommisul, a OHM He OXWAATH, IIOTOMY M BBICTPEIIVIIM Cpasy.
Mozxert, TonbKO paHty. JIonky nmoBpemiu. B omexie, B carmorax He BBITUTBITE. [1oTOM yxke
IO CTAHOBUIILY CTPEJIATh CTaJIH.

— 3HavuT, BCe U3-3a aJIMa30B 3TUX YepToBbIX! — BaguMm Bckoumn. — U otua, u Butano,
u Konbky! Mscopyoka! Beap xorenu kak snydie! [Tomous xorenu! A ux...
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Cre3bl TTIOACTYMIN K mia3aM. YyBCTBOBaJ, ellle YyTb-4yTh — W COPBETCSI, HAYHET
IJIaKaTh, KpUYaTh. 3alIPOKUHYJ TOJIOBY; Ka3aJIOCh, TaK MPOIIE CAepKaTh CIe3bl; 3aKOBBUISI,
XpoMas, K Kpalo TOJISTHBI, K eJbHUKY — TOJIBKO YTOOBI OHa He BHIeia. Bepa mpomsHecna,
OTpellleHHO IS B oroHb: «/la, BamuMm, Bce Tak... Hudero He monenarh».

IMouemy oHa Tak ripocto 06 3ToM ropoput? Benb u3-3a Hee Bce! M3-3a nena, us-3a TaiiH
STUX HEHELKMX, Typaikux! M BAPYT MOHSUT, YTO XOUeT, eMy HYKHO, YTOOBI OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA
ceb6s BuHOBaTol. Jlerde Torma craHet! BuHa Ha Hee yispket! Torma oH cMOXeT CMOTPETh Ha
Hee TMOo-JpyroMy, Kak Obl CBbICOKa, Mpolas... 3a coboli BUHY IepecTaHeT YyBCTBOBATb,
YTO XMB OCTaJICs, a OHU... M HeBaXHO, YTO 3TO OHa ero BHITAIWIA U3 3TOW MICOPYOKH —
cnacJia, He nana rmoruoHyTh. Ee BuHa mepekpoeT Bce! Bee! Yenokoiics!

Cxomui K peke. YMbuics. [Tocunen Ha Gepery. 3ameps.

ChIpoCThblO, BEUEpHEil XOJOMHOI CHIPOCTBIO TSIHYJIO ¢ peku. TpaBa Moa Horamu
XOJIOZIHAsI — BOT-BOT poca JiskeT. BepHyscs K KocTpy.

Bepa Tonkyikoii qaBuia sironbl B KoTesnke. KoHell ocTpyraHHoi majku — OyiegHo-
opaHxkeBblil. Caxap psIoM, Ha 3emiie JIEXKUT — KBaapaTUKU Oesible — MaTh wITYK! Tak
claaKoro 3axoresioch! B3sTh 3T0 Oesblil KBaapaTHK B POT, MPUXKATh S3BIKOM K HEOY U XKIAaTh,
KOTJIa PacCTBOPSITLCSI HAYHET — XJIBIHET CJIaJ0CTh BMECTE CO CIFOHON — cocaTh, CIaThiBaTh!
Jlydiie He cMOTpeETh.

— Bepa, a ckonbko Tebe JeT?

— HeBsarHaauatk. — [logHsIa ToI0OBY, CMOTPUT Ha HETO, OMHOBPEMEHHO MTOMEIIINBAsI
MaJIKOM.

Bcero Ha nonrona muapiie... M ToibKo ceituac cMor cpopMyaupoBaTh TO, YTO BCe 3TO
BpeMsT HUKaK He MOT TIOHSTb, YTO HacTopaxuBayio. OTKyJa OHa CTOJIBKO 3HaeT M ymeeT?
YMeer — a2T0 ellle JIaHO... XXU3Hb KO4eBas Hayuuwia. A BOT OTKyJa cTojibko 3HaeT? Kakoe
y Hee obpaszoBaHue? B nydiiiem ciryyae 1ikona. Bocemb kinaccoB, necsats? U Bce paBHO, 3TO
JIepeBHSI WIX TIOCEJIOK. A TOBOPUT-TO KaK CKJIaIHO!

— Tonbko He obMKaiicsi — CKOJBKO THI KJIACCOB 3aKOHYMIA?

— Hecsarb. ITourn... Jlema BecHoit U3 MHTepHaTa 3abpai. Ilpuexanm — Kak cHer Ha
rojioBy! JInbo ¢ HUM B TYHIpY, OO arTrectar nonydarsb. [Totom kynma? [ena yenert... 5l He
pasmyMbiBasia. MHe MHTepHAT — BO Kak! — JIaTIOHbIO HAOTMAlllb [0 TOPJTy, U CJIe3bl B IJ1a3ax.
Ho mrepecumina — yabIOHy1aCh.

IMepectana Merratb. OONIM3HYIa TOJIKYIIKY, TIPEXIe YeM ITOJIOXUTh Ha TpaBy.

— AHrnuiickuit HpaBwica. U eie... MHoro KHikeK nipountaja!l bubinoreka. «AHHY
Kapenuny» — nBa pasa... Y Bac, y pycckux, nmucateneii MHoro! A Mbl? O6uaHo! B niecy xxuBewm,
B TyHIpe. M B rojoBax y Hac ToXe Jiec M TyHjapa, ImoHMMaellb? Bce ommHakoBo! DTO
y Bac — OaJIbl, BOIHa, JIIOOOBb, GellleHbIe CKaYKK Ha JIOIIAIsX, IIePKOBb Ha B3TOPKE, 3aMyK
B GEJIOM TUTaThe CO CBEYOU B pyKe... ¥ Bac — UCTOpHUsI, COObITHS, cTpacTh. OTKyma? D1o Bee
B KHHTax, CTUXax, ImecHsx! 5l He ToBopIo, 4TO y Hac coBceM HeT uctopuu. [Ipocto oHa apyras,
oTIMYHas ot Baileil. Jla He B uctopuu aejo! JIero B ToM, 4TO y HaC HET KYJbTYPhI ITAMSTH.
IMoutn Het! 'me Hawm nosthl, ucatean? EauHwuiiel... OGMAHO... — TPaBUHKY BbIpBaia,
TTOKYCHIBaeT 3aIyMYHBO.

— Bepa, uto y Teb6s B rosioBe? 3auemM Thl 00 3TOM ayMaeliib? Tebe — meTeil poxarb U
pactuth. BoT rnmaBHoe!

— MozxeT, TH ¥ TIpaB... TOJBKO... ¥ Bac KyJbTypa, a Y Hac KacTPIOJIM Ha MOTWIIBHBIX
KpecTax pasBelllaHbl.

— Iepectans! Uan ko mue! CMoTpu, y TeOs BeTouKa B Bojiocax 3aryTajachk. Ceituac
MBI e¢ BBITaIlM!

Haknonuna ronosy. 3amepna. Kner. [Tepebupan Bonockl. BeImyThIBaI Cyxyro eJIOBYIO
BETOUKY, UTO 3amyTajach B Bojocax. Cebst YyBcTBOBaN, criry. OOHSIT.
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ITorom oHU enu ToTYEHYIO ¢ caxapoM siroay. [Tunu «yait». Moxvanu. CIUIIKOM MHOTO
cerofHs OblIo ckazaHo. [loTom Jieriu Bo3jie KOCTpa Ha paccTeleHHBbIX 1IKypax. TecHO
NpYXKaJuch APYT K IPYTy, 3aBEpHYBIINCH B ofiesio. BoT Torma u poauiach Ux Medta, ux
cKa3Ka, B KOTOPYIO OHU MOBepuin!

Baaum 1ientai, 3akpbIB I1a3a, oHa, 3aMepeB, ciyllania.

— Ectb B ATiaHTHYecKOM okeaHe ocTpoB. OH HEOOJBIION — KWIOMETPOB JIBECTU B
JUTMHY U 11IeCThaecsT B MpuHY. Ha 5ToM ocTpoBe XXUBYT 101 — eBporneiiibl. TemnepaTypa
BO3IyXa Bce BpeMs OfIHA 1 Ta e — JABaLATh 1IeCTh IPaycoB — BeUHOE JIeTO! A KaKoii OKeaH
Bokpyr! Kakue BosHbI! OrpoMHbBIe, 3aBOpayMBaIOIIMecs XIyTOM MpU TOIxolne K Oepery.
W panyra urpaet B OpbI3rax, cpbiBarolIuxcsl ¢ rpeOHs. Pyiuarcsa. ITMHHO M T11aBHO
HakaTbhIBalOT Ha Oeper. OTcTynaloT, ocTaBisig 1iUleiid Oenoil TeHbl Ha recke. M mukue
IUISDKM, U TIECOK Ha OTUX IUIsKax He Oeiblil, a 4yepHbIil! JIHeM Mojoaexb 3aHMMaeTcs
cepdUHTOM. A BeUepOM 0 OCBELIEHHBIM HaOepeKHbIM TYJISIOT JIIoaU. BeicTynalor 6ponsuuve
MY3bIKaHTBI, XOHIIepbl. CTONMKMU Kade BbIHECEHbI HapyXXy — OKeaH LIYyMHUT B TEMHOTE
BOJIHOI Y HOT — UTPaeT My3bIKa. A MOXHO CECTb B MaIlIMHY, MPOEXaTh ABAALIATH KUJIOMETPOB
BIJTyOb OCTPOBA, U Thl OKaxelllbesl B 3ume! Mrpaii B cHexxku, Jieru cHeroBuka! B ieHTpaibHO
YACTH OCTPOBA BBICUTCS TOTYXIIMI BYJKaH — BepIIMHA, MOKPBITas CHETOM, a BOKPYT
pasnuiach MyCThIHS M3 HABOPOYEHHBIX OOJIOMKOB JiaBbl. Ho Thl He aymaii, 9Ta jJaBoBas
MycTbIHS — OHa MaJleHbKas! OCHOBHasl yacTb OCTpOBa — Jieca — COCHOBbIE, OYKOBBIE,
JucTBeHHble. CTOST JepeBbs B TpU 00XBaTa, TSIHYT BETBU K cojiHIily. [IpocTopHo, cBeTIo,
HarpeToit xBoeii naxHeT. CKajibl, OOpbIBbI, KAHBOHBI, TUISKU. Bokpyr okeaH! OH X1BOI, OH
CTpalllHbIi, OH MIPEKPACHbIIf — MBIIINUT TSAXKeT0, B3AbIMasi BOJIHBI, TOHUT UX K Oepery. Jlyx
3aXBaThIBaeT OT 3Toil Molu! Mbl moeaeM Ha 3ToT ocTpoB! fl obeniaro! — 1enTai, Kpemye
npuxumMas ee K ceoe.

— Ma! da! O6s3arenbHo! 3Hato, 3a4eM KaMyllKM B3sia. YyBcTBOBasa.

[Mocnemyrolnye THU Kazalrch Hepas3aeauMbl. HeT, MX MOXHO OBIIO MONEUTh Ha JHU
Y HOYM, HO T10 CYTH — 3TO OBLT OIMH JeHb, 06CKOHEYHO JTUHHBIN 1 66CKOHEYHO TSKETBII.

Bepa KaknM-To CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHBIM YyTheM OTHICKMBAJIA el1Ba PA3TUIUMBbIC 3BEPUHBIC
TPOITBI, TETISIOIAE B 3apOCisX BIOIb peKW. M OHM IUIM M LUK BHHU3 IO TEYEHUIO,
MIPOAMPAIINCH CKBO3b KYCTHI, IepellaruBaii 4Yepe3 MOBaJeHHbIE M CTHUBIIME CTBOJIBI
JlepeBbeB. BaTuych Ha 3eMITIO OT YCTaJTOCTH, JIeXKalId, 3aKPHIB IJ1a3a, BCTABaJIU U IITA CHOBA.

Ona yuuna ero: «He vam 3a Muoii ciien B ciren! Io stecy Tak He Xomar. Moy B IBYX marax
c3amu. bymenrb uaru 6711Ke — 5T BETKY OTKJIOHIO, OTITYIILY, TeOsI 10 JIMILY, TTO IIa3aM XJIECTHET.

M Ha moBajieHHBIE CTBOJIBI Heb3s HacTynath. HyxXHo mepeliaruBatb. OHU MOKPBIM
MXOM ITOpOCJIM, KOpa Ha HUX THWIasg. HacTymuiib, cOCKOIb3HET HOTa, BOT — BBIBUX WIU
IiepesioM. B Jiecy omacivBBIM HaIo cTaTh, OCTOPOXKHBIM!»

Bepa ocTaHoBWIach, MomHsIa pyKy. BamuMm 3amep.

O6epHyach, TOKa3bIBaeT, YTOOBI MOIXOMWI, HO THUXO.

— CMoTpu! — 1emyer.

[MonstHa 3ayMTa pamoCTHBIM YTPEHHUM CBEeTOM. BjiecTAT Kallin pochl Ha BBICOKOM
TpaBe, CKpPBIBAIOIICH ITOBaJIEHHBIE OOropesble CTBOJBI, 3aTsSHYThie MXOM. I[loxapwuiie
cTapoe. Yke 3apactaTh HA4aJI0 — BOH peIKUe IBYXMETPOBBIe Oepe3bl U €JIKU BBBICH TSHYTCSI.

B necsatu MeTpax, Ha Gickaiiiieit eike — coBa! Besast, mecTpuUT Y4epHBIM OKOHYaHUEM
Trepa. 3MopoBylias — mop noiMerpa OymeT! TsoKemas — BepXylliKa eJIKU TaK M30THYJIach, YTO
CTpaHHO — KakK oHa ynepxwuBaetcsl. Kpacusast! Takoe olmyiieHue, 9To He M3 3TOTO MUpa,
13 KaKOT0-TO APYTOro, cKa3oIHoro. [ToIsIpHBIX COB BXXUBYIO BUIEThH He JOBOIWIOCH, TOJTBKO
Ha KapTUHKaX, HO TYT He OIINOEIbCs.

CumuT, CMOTPUT — IJ1a3a XeJIThle, KakK IDTOIKY. MUTHY Ia — cepast ITIeHKa MeIUTEHHO
3aTsHy/a Iaza — 6ax! — U CHOBa CMOTPMT.

He 6outcsa. He yneraer.
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Otcrymta Bepa Ha niar B cropoHy. Harubaetcst memienHo. PyKy K majike TSHET, 9TO
B TpaBe JICKUT.

CopBajach coBa BHM3. PacnipssMuiach BepXyllKa eJIK1, CJIOBHO BEICTpeliia. PackuHyma
KPBUTBS TIOYTH Y CAMOM 3eMJIM, HM3KO TIPOHECIach MKy TOHKUMU CTBOJIaMU, CKPBLIACh B
JIecy 3a CTEHOM IepeBbeB.

— IMouumm! — ckaszana Bepa.

CMoTpe eii B CITHHY.

Heyxenu youna 6b1?

— 4 He xouy BosBpaiatecsi! — Baaum 3aBopoxkeHHO cMOTpes Ha oroHb. ['oBopuT,
CJIOBHO OpenuT.

— Kyna? B MockBy? — He noHsiia Bepa.

— Her. B Mocksy Toxe He xouy. Ho 310 He raBHoe. [ToHMMaellib, XKU3Hb KaKasi-To
nyctasi. MockBa, UHCTUTYT, MIOTOM paboTa... — OecKoHeuHast U GeccMbICIeHHasl CepoCcTh
Briepeau. Mbl ¢ TOOOI BCTPETWIIUCH... KaMHM 5TH... DTO Xe He cllydyaitHo? DTo Belb TOJIXKHO
Bce u3MeHUTh? OTua HeT. Mama XMBET C APYIMM YeloBeKOM. Her, oHa MeHs, KOHevHO,
Joout... Ho y Hee cBOsl cembsl, 1 51 YBepeH — poxkaTb oHa OyJIeT CKOpo, HECMOTpsI Ha
BO3pacT. Y HUX TaM Bce cepbe3Ho. He oueHb-To s eif U HyXeH, 1a U B3pociblil yxxe. Cam
noJikeH... Ceituac n3MeHUTHb Bce MoxkHO! Beto xkxusHb! Het MeHsI. £l mponast BMecTe ¢ OTIIOM
U pebsitaMu. HoBble JOKYMEHTHI... U MBI ¢ TODOI ye3xkaeM B Ipyryto xu3Hb. Ha Halir octpoB!
Kak Tam 6ynmer — He 3Haw. Ho He Tak, Kak 31ech, a 910 TaBHoe! Hy uro? IMoenem?

— Koneuno, Bagum! MBI Xe pelnwin. A rie Mbl OyaeM TaM XXUTh?

— 4] moka He mymasn o6 3TOM.

Bagum monynexan, oOJIOKOTMBUIMCH Ha TIOK ¢ OapaxioMm. Psamom Bepa, cros Ha
KOJIEHSIX, obupasia KyCTUKM OPYCHUKM — CKJIaJblBaJla ATOAY B KOTEJOK, KOTOPBIl OHa BO
BpeMsI TIepeXo/IoB MPUBSI3bIBAIA K TOSCY.

PasroBapuBath coBcem He xoTesnoch. [IpocTo cuaeTh, BBITSIHYB HOTM, U HA O YeM He
yMaTb.

— Bagum, MBI si3bika He 3Haem! Kak Mbl Oynem?

Hert! He nact criokoitHo nocuzaets! [Ipuiiuioch OTKPBITH TJ1a3a, MTOBEPHYThCS.

— Ha xypcsol ycrpoumcest. Kakas npo6nema? Boeryunm!

— XKutb rae?

— Jla rnoe 3axotum! Xouelllb, Ha Oepery okeaHa, B KaKoi-HUOYIb AepeBYIIKE JOMUK
cHuMmeM? YrtoObl smiodeit psgoM He ObuUIo. TOJNBKO MBI, BOJHBI M HEOO Hal TOJIOBOI?
A xouelllb, B TOpoJiKe KaKoM-HUOYyab? TobKo TaM 00s13aTesIbHO HabepeskHast TOJIKHA ObITh!
Bynem ¢ To6oi1 ryaaTh Mo Beuepam. CuieTh 32 CTOJIMKOM Ha yJulie, MUTh Kode, CMOTPETh
Ha MPOTYJIUBAIOLINICS HApOJ, Ha KPUKJIMBBIX cepdepoB ¢ JUIMHHBIMUA MOKPBIMU BOJIOCAMMU,
Ha XXOHIJIEpOB C OTHEHHBIMU IIapaMU U MY3bIKAHTOB € TUTapaMHu.

— MpbI HUKOTIIa He BepHeMcs?

— 3aveM 3aragsiBath? ITycTh Bee umeT Kak uaeT. MoxeT ObITh, HIYETo y Hac BOOOIIe
He MOJYYMTCs, a Thl Y>Ke O Bo3BpallleHuu 3aroBopwuia. [aii s mocuxy criokoiiHo. Yto-To
TOJIOBa KPYXKHUTCSI.

EnbHuk! OnsTb enbHUK!

Kaxk oH HeHaBUIeN ceifuac 3TO CKOMUILE IePeBbeB, OTY 3eJIEHYIO Maccy, KOTopast Hario
M YBEPEHHO Jie3jia U3 3eMJI, TSHY/a BeTBU BBepX. JloMaTb M KpPYyILIUTh, JKe4b!

PaHbllle, TOMHWI — OTell HAYYWJT — OH TPENeTHO OTHOCHWIICS KO BCEMY KUBOMY U
3esleHoMy. [IpocTo Tak BeTKy oGioMuth — HuKorma! He pybu B Jiecy Mojiomoe AepeBoO —
Haliln cTapoe, MepTBOe, BOT M3 HEro M clellaii poraTuHy i Koctpa. Ho Tam GbIn
TOJIMOCKOBHBIN Jlec — JiepeBbd HamepeveT. A 30eCh...

Bce Bokpyr 6bLTO 3esleHBIM. [laxke BoIa B peKe OTaaBalia 3ejieHblo. [laxke coTHeYHbIe
JIy4YU, TIPOOUBAsACh CKBO3b TIYIIY JIMCTBBI, KA3aJIUCh JKEITO-3eIEHBIMM.
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HeHb 3a THeM — KWJIOMETp 3a KWJIOMETpOM. MHBICeil B TOJ0Be CTAaHOBHWJIOCH BCE
MeHbIlle ¥ MeHbllle. Bce vallle Bo3HMKala 371002 Ha Hee, MOYIIYIO Brepeau. 3avyeM Tak
crielnTh? Belb MOXHO OCTaHOBUTHCS, Jiedb, OTHOXHYTh. CrioXBaThIBajIcs, yoexaan ceos,
YTO OHa JejaeT MpaBWiIbHO. ENMHCTBEHHBIN IIaHC BBIXKUTHL — uATH W uaru! Ho crowmno
3aITHYThCS O KOPeHb MM BBIMTH Ha BBICYIIEHHYIO COJNTHLEM OTKPBITYIO MOJISIHY — BOT IJIe
MTOBAJINTHLCS B TPABY M JIexXaTh! HO HeT! OHa 11IjIa U 1iJTa — U 371004, pa3apakeHre OXBaThIBaIu
BHOBb.

OT rojiofa Bce yallle HAYMHaIa KPYXKUThCS TOJI0BA, TTPUXOAWIOCH OCTAHABIMBATHCS,
nepexuaatb. Cuien ¢ 3aKpbITHIMU TJ1a3aMU, TPUBATUBIIMCH CITMHOM K JI€PEBY.

I'pubBI mpeBpaTUICh B Kakoe-To Npeciieayollee ero HapaxaeHue! [TonsHa, ycessHHas
rpubamu. [lonzatomas Ha KosieHsax Bepa. Camomy cobupaTh cuil yxke He xBartajio. [la u
XeslaHusl He Obuto. laBuna amatusi, Ge3paznuyue K mpoucxosaiiemy. [Ipocto camuics
MOCPeIU MOJISIHBI, TOArpedart Te, 4To ModuxKe, U Xaall, Koraa oHa MPeKpaTUT Moji3aTh U OHU
MOUAYT NaJIblIIe.

Koctep. Kotenok co ctynHeobpa3Hoit TpubHMIIeil — Oe3 xjieba, 6e3 cou. 3anmxuBai
B ce0s1 rprbHoe MecuBo. Kazasioch, rpuObl He 3aJep>KUBAIOTCS B XKeTyAKe, He YCBAUBAIOTCSI:
yepe3 nojyaca — Hotollasi 00jb B XKMBOTe, OJNVKAMIINE KYCTHI...

IMepecTanu cTecHATbCS OpyT Apyra. YcrajaocTbh U O6e3pasiuyue.

OcTaiuch JIMILb Tejla, KOTOpbie BBIMOJHSIN TpocTeiiiue ¢yHKIMu. PaHblle oH
CTpalaJl OT BHYTPEHHEIro MyILIEBHOIO HEYA0OCTBa, KOrJa HYXXHO ObLIO OTOHTM — Kak
ckazaTh? — ucKay npemior. Terepb Bce crajo npocto: «[logoxnu», — u Bepa yctaio
onyckajach Ha 3emJito — naya. OH cKpbIBaJics 3a Oavkaiimmuy aepeBbsiMu. Cuil oToNUTH
rnojajblie — He ObLIO.

M oHa — Tak xe...

B 7ecy Her yenoBeueckux 3akoHoB. HeT moHsTuit mobpa, cocTpalaHusl, COBECTH.
EcTb equHcTBeHHAs Lienb — BbIXUTH! Bee moguuHeHo atoit nienu. [lneBath Gepese Ha enky,
KoTopas 3arudaercs Bo3Jjie ee CTBOJIA OT HefgocTaTKa cBeTa. [1neBats! TSIHYTh BETBU BBBICH,
K COJIHILY, K CBETY — XKUTb!

[TneBath J0CI0, UTO PSIIOM C HUM JlacKa coxpaia siepKy. Jlacka — Hu4TO ms jocs,
1 JIOCh — HUYTO Jyis JacKu. OHU CYIIECTBYIOT B PA3HBIX U3MEPEHMSIX — HEOIACHBI APYT TSI
JIpyra — IMO3TOMY U He comnpukacaiTcs. Ho 1iesb y HUX o01as — BBIKUTB!

Mbr npunisle. He moxem nepectpoutbest. [ubHem. IMomenom. Illarnyn B apyroit
MUP — MOWMU U IPUMU 3aKOHBI 3TOro Mupa. MaiueT 6aba Tebe pykoii Ha O6epery... OHa TeGe
HyxHa? Het? Bor u mibiBu panblie. [Tyckait cama BeiKuBaeT. M Thl — BBIXKMBAIA.

CMoTpe eil B ciuHy, KaK UIeT.

OHU ITpoIpaICh Yepe3 3apOCiIv OPEITHUKA M BHIIIUTHA Ha GOJIBIIYIO TOJISTHY, TTOPOCIITYIO
BBICOKOI1 TpaBOIi, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO ITBITATTMCH IMPOOUTHCS PeIKUe KYCTUKU PO30BO-(hHOIETOBBIX
IIBETOB.

Cepoe XMypoe yTpo HamoyiHeHo Biaroi. He TymaH, a Kakas-To XMapb ITOBHCJIa B
Bozmyxe. Kazajoch, 3TH cepble TYyYM OIYCTWIMCH TaK HU3KO, YTO KacaroTcsl 3eMIIH.

«Hy BoT... Ceiiyac cHOBa BBIMOKHEM I10 TIOsIC», — MeJIBKHYJIO B ToJioBe y BamgnMa, Ho
He BBI3BAJIO HU MaJICHIIMX SMOIMI. YKe TMPUBBIK OBITh MOKPHIM, TPSI3HBIM M 3aMEP3IITM.
3HaJ1, 9TO OT Hero TpeOyeTcs JIUIIb OMHO — WATH, IIepecTaBlIsATh HOTH, He Magath. OHa Bce
paBHO He HacT IojieXaTh, OTIHOXHYTh. YTOBOpaMH, MPOCEOAMH, KPHUKOM — IIOJHUMET,
3aCTaBUT UITH.

Tpu aHs Hasan Bepa Havasta moaGaapuBaTh ero, 3acTaBiisia IBUTAThes, yoexmas, 4To
y3Ke BOT-BOT ¥ nipuayT. CerofHs K Beuepy BbIayT TouHO! OH Bepuit. Ho mpoiten aeHsb, elie
OIIVH U elle... & BOKPYT OBbLI BCe TOT Xe Jiec, U Ta e peKa IOpPoil OTKPhIBAJIACH B IIPOCBETAX
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MEXAY NEPEBLAMMU. OH YK€ HE ciiyliaja €€, HC BEpUJI. HpOCTO e ¢jaeaoM, HU O 4YEM HE
JymMad, ABUTrasdcb MCIJICHHO U IUVIAaBHO — €MY TaK Ka3aJJOChb — CJIOBHO BO CHC€.

Bepa, mennras Brepeny, BAPYT ONMycTHIach Ha KOJICHNM — TOJBKO TOJIOBa U IICYU U3
TpaBbl BUOHBL. TSHET Tepel co0oii pyKy, yKasbIBaeT.

Bamum octanoBwiics. Ha maabHeM Kpalo TTOJISTHBI BUIHEIOCh YTO-TO TEMHOE, CJIOBHO
OorpoMHas Ko4ka u3-mox 3emiu Beimepia. Cror! Jla, cTor ceHa — MOTEeMHEBIIHIA, CTaPHIA.
BoH maxe ciierm BUIHBI, YIOXEHHBIE ITOBEPX, YTOOBI BETPOM HE pasMeTajo.

— Houun, Bagum! Jouutu... — menTana Bepa.

Hwudero He 9yBcTBOBaJI — HU YAOBIECTBOPSHUS, HU PAIOCTH — OIHA YCTaIOCTb.

[Momomntu X cTory. 3a HUM, BIaJeKe, B IPOCBETaX MEXKIY PEAKO CTOSIIIUMU IePEBbSIMU
MOXHO OBUTO pa3mIsSiaeTh MPU3eMUCThIC YepHBIe OCTPOIKK. Bee OBUTO KaKMM-TO 3BIOKHM,
CcepbIM, HEHACTOSIIIIMM — Pa3Ma3bIBAIOCh MOPOCSIIEN XMapblo, CIOBHO PUCYHOK JIACTUKOM
3aTepsiv, HO He 0 KOHIIa, HEOPEXXHO, KOHTYPhI BCE PABHO MPOCTYMAIOT.

CeHo Ha OIIyITb 0Ka3aJIoCh MOKPBIM M CKJIM3KUM. Bepa ¢ cutoil BEIpBIBajia KJIOYbS
CeHa, CTapasch BEIPBITh HOPY, TOKOIAThes 1o cyxoro. C ofblIKoii mpuroBapusaa: «Ceitdac,
Bagum! Ceituac nspxenns! S Te6s ceHoM 3a06pocato — Teruio ctaHet! Corpeeliibest. OTIOXHEITb.
51 Ha 3aMMKY CXOXY, ITOCMOTPIO, YTO TaM».

Hopa noyumtach HerTy60oKoi — CWIT PHITh JaJibllle He ObUTo. BHYTpH IIeKOTHO Maxiio
MPEbIM CEHOM, HO OBIJIO CYXO, TOJBKO HOTH TOPYaId HAPYXY.

Bepa cynopokHO pa3Bsi3bIBaia TIOK C TPSITBEM.

— Ha! Hakpoiicst! — Pa3BepHyna ozesuio, IoicyHyJja KOHELl eMy.

Koe-kak HaTsiHyn1 Ha ce0s, cTapasch 3aBepHYThcs. [loBepX HOI OHa HaKUHYIa
OCTaBIIYIOCS IIKYPY, YTOOBI OT JOXKISA XOTh KaK-TO MPUKPHIBAIA.

— Cmu! 4 nouna. 4 6eicTpo.

JlexaJt ¢ 3aKpBHITBIMU TJTazaMu. B rojioBe 6bUTO TMycTo 10 3BOHa B yinax. Ceifyac oH
bu3MYecKH TyBCTBOBAI 3TY IyCTOTY B ToJioBe. M B 9T0il Mpo3pavyHoIif IycTOTe, OT CTEHKH K
CTeHKe Yepera, MeTaJICs JISTKUI ITMHT-TTOHTOBBIN IapUK — MOLUTH! — OTCKaKWUBaJ M yIapsul
cHoBa. M He GBIJIO CUJI, Ia ¥ HE XOTEJIOCh IyMaTh O TOM, YTo OyieT naibliie. Bee, 4To XoTenu,
OHU BBITTOJHWIN — Aouuin! A Terepb MOXKHO JieXXaTb U HU O 4YeM He IyMarthb.

Ime-To maymexko 3amasiia cobaka, ¥ OH TIPOBAIWJICS B COH.

Pazoynuna Bepa. Tpscia 3a koneHky. 3Bana: «Bagum, Bagum! 2Kusoii? I1pockimaiics!»
BoiBanuics u3 cHa. TemHo, ayiiHo. He moHuMman, rae Haxonutes. [IpocBeT Tam, Tie HOTU.
3acToHas. 3aBopoyajicsl, cTapasch BbIOPAThCSI.

Cepo u goxab. Mokpasi TpaBa Besl B Karuisix A0xks1. M HeMoHSITHO — Beyep WK paHHee
yTpo?

— Ilotinem, Bagum. Bee rotoBo! TaMm ena, Terio! — yropapuBaiia, Kak MaJIeHbKOTO. —
YyTb-uyTh ocTasiochk! — TsHyna 3a pyKy, ImoMorasi ToIHAThCS.

OTKpbLIaCh OrPOMHAsI TOJISTHA, HEPSIITMBO Mopociias MeJIKUM 6epe3HsIKoM. Beicokuii
KOCOOOKMI IOM, CITOKeHHBI U3 TTOYePHEBIINX OT BpeMeHM OpeBeH, ¢ MaJIeHbKUMM OKHaMU
noBepx. Kakue-To caparomiku, mpucTpoitkin. TpaBoii Bce TTOPOCTIO, BHICOKON. TpOMMHKH.
3a6poIlIeHHOCTh BO BCeM YYBCTBYeTCs. Bmaiau ellie omWH JTOM BHUIHEETCSI — TaKOW e
KOCODOKMIA 1 YepHBIN.

Ha xparo mojsHbl, — TPU3EeMUCTHI JOMUK C KPOIIIEYHBIM OKOIIKOM TIOJ TTOKATOM
kpbiteidt. U3 Tpyos apim naet. K HeMy 1 HarpaBUInCh.

Hagctpeuy — xeHimna. IlnaTok, Temorpeiika. OTcTynmmia B CTOPOHY, ocBOOOXKIAs
TPOTIMHKY, aBas npoitu. [nsgHyna ucromnoons. U cpasy rnasza onyctuna. Henka.

— 3napaBcTByiiTe, — npobopmoTail Banum 1 cam yauBuiics cBoeMy Trojiocy — TIIYXOM,
XPUTUTBIN.

He orBetmira. Ha Hero He B3miaHyna. Ha Bepy cmoTput, K Heli oOpaliiaeTcsl.
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— 3arormuna. [lombpackiBaii, cKoiabko Hamo. Tonabko He yropute. Kacrprons mon
TEJIOTPEUKOMA.

— Cnacubo! — oteetnina Bepa.

D10 6b1a Gansa! [lpenbaHHMK W Mapwika. MajneHbkasg. BnBoeM — ellle HMYeToO... a
BTpoeM yxe TecHo. Co CKPMIIOM 3aKpblIach ABepb. BaguM Tsokeslo OMyCcTWIICS Ha JaBKYy.
PsimoMm, ¢ poBHBIM BeceIbIM TYJIOM METaJOCh IJIaMsl B JKeJIE3HOM TevyKe — ILeIb TaM, Tl
3acJIOHKa, TMoJjbiXaja KpacHbIM. [laxjio TeruioM u cyxum aepeBom!

— Pasnesaiica, Bagum. Bee cammaii. Termno! Celigac ectb OyneM.

Cuns Ha TIolly, cTapajlach CTSIHYTh C HOT CarlorTM — He XOTel, He CHUMAJTUCh.

— He nmonyvaercsa! — nmpousHecna kanooHo. — Horu omyxu.

IMocmoTtpena Ha Baguma u yasiOHYIach.

— Bit! Yto 3acTein? Bee 3akonumnocs! Mbl iputinu! [Toennm 1 Gyaem crathb, crath,
cnate! Terio Oyzet, cyxo.

B mapunke Ha Tony TIOCTeNIeH CTapblii MaTpall, HECKOJbKO TeJlorpeeK, OJesio
3eneHoro 1Beta. Ha monke Bepa paccrenmia ux omessio — cTpalllHOe, Bce B MPOXKEHHBIX
IMITHAX — TaM Telulee, IycThb cymmTcs. Pa3BepHyna Tesorpeliky, JDocTaja KacTpIOio,
TIPUKPBITYIO KPBIIIIKOM, TTOCTABWIIA TIepel HUAM.

Bagum cumen Ha Marpace B OTHUX Tpycax, HEYIOOHO TOIXaB ITOX cebs HOTH.
JloxmaThIii, KiTouKoBaTas IIeTHHA TTO IIeKaM, TIOA00POJIKY, 1iiee, TIIa3a 3arali, TIPOBATMINCH
Kyna-To BHYTpb. [l10cKuMii 1 Xymoii, co cMa3aHHBIMU TPSI3eBBIMU pa3BOIaMM IO TIeYaM U
rpymi. Bepa — HampoTuB, Ha KoJieHsIX, B Tpycax M cepoil oT Ips3u ¢yTooske. Kacrproms
MeKITy HUMHU.

Otkpblia KpoeiKy. Kapromika! Bapenas! [lap u3 kactpronu. 3amnax!

KpoMcaer noxkoif, MHeT Kycku. KacTpioniss HaIoJIOBUHY BOMIOH 3ariojiHeHa, B

KOTOpPOI KapTolllka Bapujach, — pasMmelnuBaeT. UTo-To Hamomobue Miope y Hee
MoJIyyaeTcss — XUIEeHbKOE.
— Henb3s mHoro, Bagum! — npuroBapuBaeT. — Hamo 4yTb-uyTh... He XamHuuaii.

Kupor 3a601UT — Hamy4daemcs.

OHu cnaiu, Kak 3Bepu, — BMecCTe, HO cTapasichb He TpuKacaTbCs APYT K Ipyry, —
BEpTEJIUCh, 3aKYTHIBAJIWMCh B TPSAMbE U OTOpAChIBAIM €ro, OTIMUXUBAJW HOTaMH, KOrJa
CTaHOBUJIOCH XapKoO, YTO-TO OOPMOTaJIM BO CHE, CBOPAYMBAIVCH KaJaYUKOM U CO CTOHOM
PaCKUIBIBAJINCH BO BCIO IMHY. OQHAXIbI, BHIPBABIIMCh Ha KaKOe-TO MTHOBEHUS U3 CHA,
Bagum ycnbian, uro Bepa ckynuT — XaloOHO M TOHKO — HO CWJI pasOyauTh ee
He ObLTO.

Banum mpocrmain Gosbliie CyTOK.

Bepa cnana ypsiBkamu. Hago 66110 ciiequTh 3a 1euKoit, 4ToObl He yropeTh. PazouBaTh
KOYeproii yriv, MoaKJIaabpBaTh IpoBa. XOOUTh B oM 3a enoit. bynuts Banuma. Kopmuts ero.
Banum, kazanoch, 10 KOHIIa TaK ¥ He MIPOCHITIAJICS, He TIOHUMAJI, TJe OH U YTO MPOWCXOINT.
Caawiicst, Opast JIOXKKY, MojT4a XJiebalt XKuaKoe BapeBo. B3risn Obl1 MyTHBIM, 6e3pa3InuyHbIM.
VYcrneBaa 3aapath eMy MaiiKy 1 Hama3aTh BOHIOUEH Ma3blo, UYTO Jajia Xo3siika, OONISTIKY Ha
crnimHe. [loeB, Baymicst oOpaTHO Ha TPSITIKKA U TYT Xe 3achinajn. Hu o yem He cripammBait.
Havana yxe BoHOBaThCSI — BCe JIU C HUM B MOPSIKE, HE TTOBPEIUIICS JIU TOJIOBOM?

IMpumen B cebs Ha chemylolInii JeHb, K Beyepy. Bepa TOJNBKO 4TO BBICTHUpaJia €Tro
oNeXXIy W pacKiaaplBajla Ha TOJIKe, YTOOBI cKopee BhIcoxia. OH JieXal U OXeCTOYSHHO
qecascs.

— Hy nakonen-to! Beicnanca?

— Ara. TonbKo ecTh 04eHb Xo4eTcs!

— Iopoxmu! Hamens yrto-uuOyns. Viou B mipeabaHHMK, TaM IOocUOW. baHio TormTh
oyny! CHavaja BBIMOEMCS, TIOTOM TOEIMM.

Cunen Ha Kpbliblie. TeMHO. CBIPOCTBIO HOYHOM TTaXHET, TPaBOil. A CTOWT IIIar Ha3ajn
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chenatb — U Thl yke B Terute! Jlaxke He Beputcsl. CriokoitHo nocuaeTh He nayia. CyHyJa B pyKu
BEIpo, BeJiesa HOCUTh BOMYy U3 PEKU.

Cros1 B IBEpHOM TIpoeMe, CMOTpeJia, KaK OH UIeT. Yibibaiack. B Tpycax, B IIMPOKUX
OOJIOTHBIX callorax — HOTH Xy/ible, OesIble, B KOPOTKOI Tejlorpeiike, HaOpoIlleHHOI Ha roJjioe
TEJI0, OH BBIMJISIIEN cMelllHO U Helierio. Ho ObLT TakuM pomHbim!

Bang monyyunacek cinaboBata — He moxpanuck.... He sro mraBHoe! INopstuas Bopa!
OrwmbiThest! TepeTh cebs1, CKpecTH KOXY HOTTSIMU, BBIIABJIMBAs, BbILIaparbiBas U3 TOp IPs3b.
IneckaTph Ha ceOs, MOMHUMATH HaJl TOJIOBOI M OMPOKUABIBATb Ta3 C ropsiuyeil Bogoii!

Cupnenu rojile U YMCTHIE, Ha TIOJNKE, PSAABIIIKOM, W JIYIWINCh cyacTheM. BHU3Y Bce
3anuto — Jayxu. Hareats! BoicoxHer! Bepa cxomwia B mom, TpuHecia KacTpPrOIIO C
TOpSIYMM BapeBOM, 3aTraJlOyHO YJIBIOAsICh, BHITAIIMIA U3 KapMaHa TeJIOTPeKN MaifoOHE3HYIO
0aHOYKY C TIPO3PAYHON XKUIKOCTHIO — CIUPT pa30aBleHHBI — XO35UH YTOCTWII.

BTO0 OBLT Ipa3aHUK!

XKanb Tonpko, yTo opexaa Bamuma He ycriena BBICOXHYTb, TaK W CUE TOJBIM. 3aTO
CYII U3 YTKU — MsIca 0oJbliiie, yeM Kaprowku! Xime6! HakoHer-To xme6! YepcTBhIii, HO TaKOM
naxyuuii, BKycHbI! [IpaBma, B xitebe Bepa orpanmuamia — mo Kycky 1 Bce. PioMok, Xaib, He
Obuto. CIUPT TUIeCKaJICs Ha JOHBIIIKAaX aTIOMUHUEBBIX KPyXeK. M Bce paBHO, OBIJIO 3I0POBO
CUJIETh YUCTHIMU U CHITBIMU J1a €11le U B TeTuIe.

— Bepa, a uTo mamblire? — HaKoHeH-To crapoci Bamym.

— OHnu BeprosieT XayT. [JomkeH npuieTeTb co AHS Ha JeHb. [IpomyKThl UM 3aBe3yT,
HY... U lefia Kakue-To y HUX. [ToroBopsit. MoxeT, JIeTYUKU Hac 3aXBaTsT, OTBE3YT MOAAJIbIIIE
oTclofa.

— Ara. A BooOl11ie, B TJIOOQJIBHOM CMBICIIE?

— Hawm nHamo mo Ilunerm moOpatbes. OtTTyma peiichl Ha ApxaHreabcK. $1 TeGs
OTIPaBJIl0, 4 cCaMa OCTaHYCh.

— JlaBaii BMecte! MeHsa B MockBe Huuero He nepxut. [loxuBem rme-HUOyIb Ha
OTILINOE, COPUEHTUPYEMCS... U Ha Halll OCTPOB!

— He mory! ToBopuia xe... Hago HammM coob1mTh, 4To ciyuuioch. [Ipo cxpoH
pacckazatb. [ e ceituac ctapukoB uckatb? OHU B TyHIpe. Mecsil, a MOXeT, U ToJblle UCKAaTh
TPUIETCS.

— Moxert, Torma u g ¢ Toboii?

Ha camom pesne eMy He xoTesoch aaxe AymaTb 00 a3ToM. CHOBa GonTaThesl Mecsll, a
TO M OOJIblIIe MO 3TUM JiecaM, 1o TyHape... Her! Tlpemnaran, moroMy 4Tto 3HaJl — TOYHO
OTKaxeT. XOTeJI0Ch B ropo, K oM. YToOB BOKPYT OCBEIIICHHBIC YIULIBI U IOMa, a He Kak
celfyac — MPUTTYIIEHHBIN IIIyM JepeBbeB, pacKauMBaeMbIX BETPOM, J1a cobaquii BOIT BIajeke.

— Her, Bamnm. He Hamo. Ciioxxso. YexaTh Tebe Hano orciofga. Ckopee. DTo ITpaBMIIBLHO!
S mena cnenato, cpasy npueny. He BomHyiics. Xopoio?

[MorsgHynack, oOHsUTa, YTKHYJIach JIOOM B TUIEYO.

[Torom oHU cuzenn Ha KpbLIblie, U ObLIO MPUATHO YyTh-4yTh MEP3HYTh, 3HasI, YTO 3a
CIIMHOM WX XJET TeIio, TOPUT CBeya B KOHCEPBHOI OaHKe, OCBelllasi MyTHBIM ITSITHOM
NepeBSIHHBIE CTEHBI UX BPEMEHHOTO yOeXuIa.

Beproner npuseten Ha cienyoluii AeHb. ['yi1, TpoXoT — Koraa 3akjaaasiBal KpyT Hall
nonsgHoi. Cen B cTOpoHe, 0OBUCHYB JionmacTsiMu. [lycTo BOKpyr, TpaBa BbICOKasi, CJIOBHO
TIPUTAWIICS.

Bagum crostt B Tpycax M HaOpOIIIEeHHOM Ha TIIeYd TeJloTpeiike Ha Topore. XOoTeloCh
TIOIOWTH, TTOTPOTATh XKeJIe30 PYKOii, OLIYTUTH XKap HArpeToro IBUTATeNIs, 3araxX KepocruHa 1
Macya. ZKnanm Bepy. Ta Komajack ¢ ero mTaHaMyd — 3allIMBajia B TTOSIC KAMYIIIKH.

— Ilpunerena BuHTOKpHUIas MammmHa! Heyxenn ynetum?

— Moxert, n yneruM... — Bepa 3ybamu mrepekycmia Hutky. — Ha! Hanesait. Iloiimy
y3HAI...

Ot BepToJieTa K oMy — Jtonu — Tpoe. OnuH ¢ pyxkbeMm Ha tutede. CToAT BO IBOpE,
pasroBapuBaloT. Xo3siiKa Ta3 MoaxBaTuia, K 6aHe UaeT, TOPOIUTCS.
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— TMonmoxau! Xossiika uaer.

Bouura. JIBepb 3a coboii TIpUKphLIA.

— Yyxwue Tam. PaccripaliiBaioT, He BBIXOAWI JIM KTO M3 Tairn? TojlKoM HUYero He
00BACHSIOT. MopAbl Y HUX AypHBIE... KaK Obl He TTOILTA 10 ABOpaM IIapUTh.

CHoBa TpeBoroii, crpaxoM 3axiectHy/10. Kak Tak? Benb Kazanochk, yXKe Bce 3aKOHIMITOCh.

— Jamaiite, omeBalitech M K peke! CxopoHUTech B KycTaXx Ha OGepery. A s 31ech
GbIcTpeHBKO Tpubepy. He BhIcOoBBIBaiiTech. lepexkmaTh Hamo, — TOBOPUT OBICTPO, a cama
yKe TpSITbe MX, paCKMIAHHOE TI0 TTOJTy, COOMpaeT.

— VieTuT BepToseT, Bce paBHO cuauTe. Bapyr KTo n3 4yxux octaHetcs? £ cama Bac
Hatiny. Hy uro Bctanmu? WUnure!

Yepes yac 6opt yiren. byaro crienimalibHO TSKENIO TIPOHECCS Hall PeKOM, MOPIIMHS
BOJy BO3MIYIIIHBIM MOTOKOM O€llIeHO Bpalllalolerocss BUHTA. 3acTaBWI WX, TIPSYYILIMXCS B
KycTax Ha Oepery, MOBaJINThCS Ha 3eMJIIO U JIEXAaTh He 1leBessICh, rajas, 3aMeTIT WiIn HeT?

IMpwiiren xo3auH. M3nanm MaxHyJT pyKoit — Mo, TIOIUTH — U, He TOXUIAsICh, 3allaraj
K 6aHe. BT OH MaJleHbKMM 1 KpBOHOTMM. M Kak Bce JTIoau HeGOoBIIIOTO POCTa, IepKaics
C TIpeyBeJIMIeHHON BaKHOCTBIO. Bee memair He crielia, o6CTOSTEbHO, He TOMyCcKast CYeTHl.
ITpucen Ha TaBKy, CHST KOXXaHYIO TTOTEPTYIO KETIKY, TIPUTIIAINIT XKeCTKHE BOJIOCHI, TOpUallie
B pasHBIE CTOPOHBI, PACCTETHYJI KYPTKY, 3a4epITHYB KPYXKKOI BOIY M3 BeApa, JOJITO TIUII.

— B o0wiem, Tax... peOITUIIKY, HE 3HAI0, Yero BBl HATBOPWJIM, HO Bac MUIIyT. Moxer,
OaHINTHI. A MOXeET, ellie KTO...

N onarbe Bagnma pesaHyino, 4To obpalliaeTcsl OH TOJIBKO K Bepe, a Ha Hero maxe He
CMOTpMUT.

— A MOXeT, U He Hac OHHM WIIYT? — cKaszajJ, 4TOOBbl TOKa3aTh, YTO OH TOXe
TIPUCYTCTBYET TIPU PA3roBOpeE.
— MoxeT, 1 He Bac... — IISHYJ MeJIbkoM. — MIIyT TeX, KTo U3 Taliri HeIaBHO BhIIIIE].

Yyxux, He MecTHBIX. [ToKa oHU TI0 ABOpaM XOIWJIM Ja paccIipalliuBaIu, 5 IeperoBOpui Koe
¢ KeM u3 akunaxa. OHu 3aBTpa noyikHbI Ha [TuHery noiitu. [loncsaayT, ecnu mycTbie OymyT.

— Cnacubo! — ckazana Bepa.

— To1 npocuna, g caenan. — Berai, HaXI0Oy4YMI KETKY U BBILLIE.

He Bepunoch, 4To Bce 3TO MPOMCXOIUT BCephesd. YiKe pacclaOWiInCh, MPUBBIKIU, YTO
OINACHOCTb MOXET UCXOIUTD TOJBKO OT Jieca, OT HUX CaMUX, €CJIU TOMYCTAT KaKylo-HUOYIb
oriomHocTh. Y cHoBa! A Belb yXe cTaju 3a0bIBaThCsI BHICTPENIBI M MEPTBBIC JIUIIA.

— Yo ckaxelnb, Bepa?

— Hwnyero. Xnate Hamo.

— WMim yxomuth otcioma?

— 3auem?

— A eclIM BepTOJIeTYMKM Hac cranayT? Benb ecim oHM Ha TOMCKU BEepTOJIET HAHSUIU,
3HAYUT, JeHeT Y HUX HeMepeHo! CaneT 3aBTpa 60pT, MBI BHIIIEM, a TaM 3TH...

I'manyna Ha Hero nckoca. BamoxHyna.

— 3nech CeBep, Bagum. Bee cimoxkraee. Ha TBoemM ocTpoBe MOXHO LEJIBIN TOI XOAUTh
B IIIOPTaxX ¥ pBaTh OaHaHBI ¢ TATBMBI. TYT TSKeJIo KUTh. BEKUBaTh Hy>KHO. YTOOB! BHIKUTD,
HaJo AepXaThes ApyT 3a apyra. [Tomorars. He 3a nenpru. TIpaBmibHoO roBopwmiib. Bee nmeet
CBoIO IIeHy. TOJIBKO MHOTIA 3TO He NeHBIH.

— Bro cnoBa, Bepa! Paccyxnenus! A Ha gene, mpemioxXaT XOpOIlre NeHbIM — KTO
otkaxercst? Ko Mpl misg atux BepToiieTdnkoB? KoMy MBI BOOOIIEe HYKHBI?

— He Tak, Bagum! He Tak. CMmoTpn — BeImacT Hac mwIoT. [1oayduT cBoio KOITEHKY.
Vanator moau! Ha Cesepe mpo Bcex 3HatoT! KTo u3 yero cnenan. He cpasy, Ho y3HAIOT... 4TO
CBOM TIPOCWJTH, & OH caJl 3a Komeliky. Bepnl emy He Oyner. He cTraHyT ¢ HUM Je/0 UMETb.
OTBepHYTCS OT HETO — He ITOHECYT pEIOY, mylmrHuHy. OnuH octaHeTcs. BermaBut ero CeBep
HapyXy, CJIOBHO OYJIbDKHMK W3 Mep3JoThl. BhIcTaBUT Hamoka3. B omMHOYKY 3mech He
BBIXKUTB.
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Bopt nputtien yrpom.

TpaBa B poce, TyMaH Mo Kpaio MOJSHBI. XO35IMH, MyTasich HOraMW B MOKPOIi TpaBe,
MOAHOCUIT KaKWe-To Meluku. JlemoBuTto, OymHMYHO. Ha HMX He obpallaiyi BHUMaHWUSI,
CJIOBHO He ObLTO BoBce. [TMI0T MaxXHyJ pyKOM, YTOOBI CaIUIUCh.

Ipomrasick, Bepa mojoxuna xo3sguHy obe pyKHM Ha IJiedd — He OOHsIa, MPOCTO
royioxkwiia. Tak M CTOSTM — JBa HEBBICOKMX YeJIOBeKa, IBa HEHIIA.

OHM NPUILLITHA B TTOCEJTOK OKOJTO Yaca Ha3all. /1o asporopTa He gosieTenu. BepToneTynku
rocaauiv GoOpT Ha JIeCHOW TOJITHE, ¥ Kpast TOPOTH.

Bagnma TpeBoXWIIO 9yBCTBO HEPEaTbHOCTH MIPOUCXOMISIIETO — CITUIITKOM TTPOCTHIM 1
OBICTPBEIM OBLTO TiepeMellleHWe B TpocTpaHcTBe. Ellle coBceM HeTaBHO TAHYJIWCH
BBIMATHIBAIOIIME, Ka3aJdoCh, OECKOHEUHbIC THH, W KaxKIbIi BMeIal CYUTaHble KUITOMETPHI
IyTH, ¥ BOT — BCETO HECKOJIbKO YacOB ITOJIETa TMOTJIOTUIN COTHU KWJIOMETPOB — OHU B
npyrom mupe! 3aech gaxe norona apyras. Tero. Connue. CuHee He6o. U xBoeii, cMooit
Mo-JIETHEMY TIaxHeT!

IMocemok OTKpbUICA, KaK Ha KapTWHKe: Ioma, IOMa, YJIHWIHL... Ha Oepery pekw,
IIMPOKOI OJIECTSIIEH JICHTOM Mcue3arolleil 3a COTHeYHBIM Topr3oHTOM. MarasuH! MyTHoe
CTEKJIO OKOH, CKPUITALIAS IBeph. XJIeO, KPYIThI, caxap W Xyaas MpoAaBIIUiia ¢ TIOCePeBIITNM
OT 3JI00BI JIMIIOM 3a MyCTBhIM IipmiiaBkoM. Ho cOoky! ¥V Hee 3a crimHOl — ImpamMmma M3
JKeJIe3HBIX 0aHOK. SIpKue HaKIeHKY OPBIKYT LIBETOM, TIPUTSITUBAIOT B3I — HE OTOPBAThCS.
Kowmmot! KoHcepBupoBaHHbIe nepcuku! OTOpoIb, 1 CIIOHA HAMOJIHSET POT.

He o6cyxxmanu. He oTpriBast B3misiga oT 6aHOK, Bepa BrelykuBasia 13 KapMaHa MeJIOYb
U IBe pyOsieBble OyMaXKK, KOTOpPbIe eif CYHYJIU Tiepel BLIETOM.

Cunenu Ha BBICOKOM Oepery peKu. 3a CIIMHOM, o Kpaio oOpbIBa, pa30pocaHbl HU3KUE
royepHeBIlIMe O6aHU, Bpoclive B 3emiato. KpyToli ckiloH, 3apociiuuii TpaBoii, Mpope3aroT
TPOMUHKU, cOerarolye K Boje. 3a U3rMdoM peKu, Ha MPOTUBOIOIOXKHOM Oepery, IIIMPOKUM
3eJIeHBIM TI0JIeM Jieryia 3aJuBHas ToiiMa. Brmanu depHeeT cteHa jeca. Ilycto, 1mmpoxo,
MPOCTOPHO, OTKPHITO.

Bagum HoxxoM ¢ 0OMOTaHHOI BepeBKOM PYKOSITKOI BCKpbUl OaHKy. Ilomuermn Ha
OCTpHe XeJITYI0, coyalllylocs ClaJocThio A0JbKY Nepcuka. [TporsaHyn Bepe.

Ot10 6b110 300poBO! BKycHo! besaymHo! ComHile, oOphIB, peKa BHU3Y, CJIAIKUIi COK,
TeKYIIUI 110 MOAOOPOIKY, JIUIKUE MaJIbLIbI.

Bepa octaBuia ero Ha Gepery JiexxallliM Ha CIIMHE, TMTOACTaBUBILKM JIULIO CONTHILY —
pAIOM TobJIeCKMBAeT IycTas 6aHKa M3-TI0J KOMIIOTa — a caMa TIoliia B TTOCEJTOK.

3aBepHya B IIPOYJIOK MeXIy JoMaMH. 3/1ech, Ha OKpanHe IocejIKa, y caMoro oepera,
KPYTBIM OOpPBIBOM CIIOJI3AOIIETO K Bofe, Xuja ceMbsl bymymas. OHM ¢ memoM Kak-To
3aXOJIMJIM, Taxke HOYeBaJIi y HeTo oIuH pa3. bymyiait — mpo3Bullle, ero Bee 37eCh TaK 30BYT.
ITon copok. Xynoii v XXKunuctsoiit. JIMo — CIiIolIHas MOpIIWHA, U YepHBIE BOJIOCHI CEIMHOM
TIPUTIOpOILIIeHE. MoJIYUT Bece BpeMs, a B IIa3aX TOCKa TUICIIETCS.

bynynait ocen B Ilunere ser mecath Hazan. JloM-pa3Baiioxy KynuTb Cymesl M Bce.
Jlanbllie y HeTo He 3a1aauIoch — pabOTH HEeT, IeHeT HeT, IeT obopBaHbl. Ho Bo3Bpalmarhscs
K KOYEBOM XM3HU He X04eT. [ OBOPUT, XBATHUT KUThH ITO-ACIOBCKH, MPOILIO 3TO BpeMsa. Ho
DJISIOA Ha Hero, Ha TPSI3HBIX OOCOHOTMX JeTel, Ha XMypPYIO KeHY, 9TO BCe BpeMs KoIlajlaCch
B KaKOM-TO TPSIMUYHOM XJame, Bepa mymana, 4To Kyaa jydilie B TYHAPE C OJEHIMU, YeM,
KaK OHU, C JIIOAbMU B IOCEJIKE.

eno k Beuepy, HaJI0 ObLIO TAe-TO IIepeHoYeBaTh, a IPYTUX 3HAKOMBIX y Bepnl B [TrHere
He ObLT0. MemeHHO cammioch conHile. I1axio meutbio. Jloma oTOpachBaIv IIMPOKKE TEHU.
Hascrpeuy mien yenoBek. CoHIIE CBETUIO €My B CIIMHY, ITO3TOMY Kazayicsl yepHbIM. [len
He crellla, ¥ YTO-TO ObLIO 3HAKOMOE B TOM, KaK OH YyTh IOABOJIAKMBAET HOTY.

Banbka Yxo! CosHaHue 3aTomui AeTcKuii cTpax. OHa cHOBa cTajla MaJIeHbKOM
JIeBOYKOI. A oH npubmkanca. M Hago GbLIO cKopee cTaTh He3aMETHOM, OIyCTUTh IJlasa,
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He CMOTpeThb HU B KoeM cityyae! Torma, MoxeT ObITh, MPOieT MUMO, He TPOHET, He YAapuT,
He cfeaeT CThIIHO U 0osibHO. bexaTs!

OrngHynack. [1poynok 66Ut mycThiM. ToJBKO OHU, JIBOE.

OcraHoBuiack. CMOTPUT UCTIOATO0bS. Kiet, korga mpuoausurcs. OTCTYIUI cTpax.
He netn yxe...

— Cwmotpu-Ka, KTo y Hac Tyr! BoT M cBUaennch, — CTOMT, ¢ HOCKa Ha IISITKY
IMOKaYMBaeTCs, ycMeXaeTcsl.

Cran oH MeHblIIe pocToM, 4To JTu? XOTs HeT... B miuevyax paznancs, BoJIOCH OTITYCTHI.
Hac-To B mHTEpHaTe TTOYTH HATOJIO CTPUIIIU. A yXO BCE PABHO TOPYUT!

Banbka cTOSUI, IMPOKO paccTaBUB HOTH, CJIOBHO cTapajics 3ajaepXaTbh, He OaTb
nporitu. Kpenkuit, KopeHacThIi, pyKH B KapMaHax BBITEPTOM 10 OeJIM3HBI JIETHON KOPOTKO
KOXaHKM — pacraxHyTa, U py0axa Iofl Heil cepasi — BOPOT ToXe Hapacraliky. Barismom
oOxwuraet. bellleHbIl B3I BCe TOT Xe.

— Hy yvero momuniins? Mcnyranace? JlaBaii ipucsiieM, 4To JiM... — MaXHyJ pyKoil B
CTOPOHY OpeBeH, JiexXalllix BAOJIb 3abopa.

Bepa mpucena. Banbka octasncs ctosath. CMOTpesl Ha Hee CBEPXY BHU3, YXMBUISIICS.

— CkonbKo He Bunenuch? — Jloctan nayky curapeT. [IpukypuBa, 3axkaB CrIM4eyHBII
KOPOOOK B TOPCTH.

— Sl mymana, THl cuauiib... Tebe gopora B TIOpbMY ObLIa, — caMa yOUBUJIACH, KaK
CMOKOIHO cKa3aJia.

— Xa! Yto g mypak, 4to Ju, 30HY TonTaTh! Xots... Thl mpaBa. IloBe3no npocto. T'oxn
YCJIOBHO 3a XyJuraHky nanu. [Toesno... 3aTo Bce MOHSI.

IIpucen Ha GPeBHO PSAIOM.

— Cawma-To rme npomnagajna?

— C genoii.

— Outeliex nacina?

— [lacna. A cam?

— B aspomnopry pabGoraro. Mecto xopoiiee. Eciu ceGsi mpaBWIBHO BeCTH, He
3apbIBaThCs MO KaJHOCTH, AEHBIY MOAHATH MOXHO.

3aTsHyCcs, OTIIBBIPHYJ OKYPOK.

— Haiux xoro Bunena?

OTKyZa-To co CTOPOHBI — KEHCKUI rojioc:

— ThoI yTO Xe, BapHaK, OTOHb PacKUIbIBaCIIb?

Bepa n He 3ameTrmia, Kak M3 KaJWUTKW BbIIUIa ApeBHsASA 0abka. CTOUT, Ha TalKy
orupaeTcs.

— YmMonkHu, ctapas! fom crnamo! — BaHbKa 3710 oliepuiicsl B ee cTopoHy. — Mnm
otctona! Ckpoiicst! Bunuiiib, oau pasroBapuBaior!

babka Monya cMoTpesia Ha Hero.

— Wmn, uou, crapas!

IMosepHynack. [TokoBbUISIIA BIOJBE 3a00pa.

— 3a 4TO TH ee TaK?

— A 4TOGHI XepHIO He Topojia. MM OBl TOJTBKO SI3BIKOM TiouecaTh. A Thl JOOpeHbKasl,
41O JN?

He orBetmna. B ronoBe BSI3KMM KOMOM Bopodayioch: «BaHbka — aspomopt —
Bagum — Apxanrenbck». Csizasioch BoennHo. BoT oH, 1maHc! A Iyx mepexBaTHIO OT
HaJEXJbl, YTO BCE MOXET MPOCTO PEIIUTHCS.

— MHe yenoBeKa Halo0 B ApXaHTEJIbCK OTIPABUTh, MOXEIb TOMOYb?

— Kaxkwe npobnemsr? Uou B Kacchl, MOKyITaii OwieT u jgeTu. buieTsl 1moka ecTh.

Bepa mMomuana.

— Yro, nener Het?

Kusnyna.

— Hxkpa? Priba?

— Her. 3anatp He y Koro. /JlokymeHTOB HeT. Hukakumx.
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Banbka npucsuctHyn. Cmotpen Ha Bepy ¢ nHTepecom.

— Ha... Hy, matb, Thl maeuis! Yto 3a yeaoBe4eK-TO TaKoui?

— Moxelllb moMoYb WU HeT?

CwMmotpena Ha Banbky. Tor yxwmblisics.

— Bepal!

CMoOTpH-Ka, UMST TIOMHUT...

— Ecnu oueHpb 3axoTeTh, TO Bee chenaTh MOXHO. BOT ToJbKO Kak cienaTh, YTOOBI S
3axoten? PacckasbiBaii! Bapyr Tl MeHST B KaKylo YrojOBKY BTsAHelIb? MoxeT, oH Geribiii?

— Kakoii 6ernbiii! — Bepa B3moxHyna. — Mononoit mapeHb, KaKk Mbl. MocKBUY.
B noxone 6w ¢ apysbsimu. Otctan, 3a6nynuncs. [Ipubunca Kk Ham ¢ nepoit. JleHer Her,
nmokymeHTOB HeT. Croma npuBesiia. Kak masbime?

— A 9ero OH ¢ TOMOM He cBsKeTcs? BEIUTIOT IeHBIN.

— Henwzsa. He Boinutior.

— Temumb TH. XaxajibKa MocKoBcKoro nonnermia? XKenat, uyro mm? Tak? A gero
kpacHeemb? Hy, Tl Momomenr! A dero ¢ HuMM He JeTuinb? Ero BBIITycKaTh Heab3s!
Buemuiace — He oTmycKaii.

— Jlena y mens 3nech. [lorom moneay. [lomoxens wiau HeT?

Cunenmu. Momyanu. BaHbKa MeUIEeHHO TOHSIJT CITMYKY OT OHOTO YIJIa pTa K APYTOMY.
Bapyr pesko moBepHyJics, BHIOpOCWII PyKy BIiepell, CIOBHO XOTeNl yAapuTh, B3l Bepy 3a
Moa0OPOIOK, pa3BePHYJI IMLIOM K cebe. XoTesa ormaTHyThesl. He yenena. 3amep:a. bonbHo.
Heyno6Ho. Buenuinace B ero pyky.

— Chymiaii cioga!

I'maza 3710 npuiypeHbl, OYpaBUT B3IJISAOM.

— Ornpasiio 3aBTpa TBoero xaxajibka. Hatypoii pacraruiibes! MHe ¢ TeOs eliie U 3a
9TO MOJYYUTh Hajo! — ToXJonay ceds Mo KoJeHKe.

OrnycTu.

Kak 3aBTpa? ¥Yxke 3aBTpa? Bce 3axjiecTHyJIO 3TO «3aBTpa».

— Hy?

— Xopotiio.

— A THl Kak nymana? — BaHbKa BeTasl U MOTSIHYJICS, BBITMOAs CIIMHY, 3aBe/isl JOKTH 3a
cnuHy. — Ceiiyac naxe NTUYKK OecruiaTHO He ToloT. Jla Thl He TepexuBaii, oT TeOs He
yOyzeT. 3aTo XaxajdbKa CBOETo B LIEJIOCTU JOMOI OTIPaBUIIIb.

Bepa monuama. 3aBTpa, 3aBTpa, yxXe 3aBTpa... CioBa MOTepsSIM CMBICI, HO He
rnepecTaay 3By4aTh, METAJIUCh, OTCKAKWBAJIU JAPYT OT JIpyTa.

— TlogxomuTe K BOCbMHU B asponopT M xmaute. S Bac Haiimy. Dit! Tl TaM 9acoM He
ycHyna? Unu ot crpaxa tpsicenibes? Jla He 6ouck! 4 kX He 3Bepb Kakoii... Jla 1 He et yxe,
YTOOBl OXaJTbHUYATb.

Bepa Toxe Bcrana. [TocmoTrpena B yrop.

— INongana. Emre... Iener Ha oOwmmii 1o MockBbl... B3aitmel. S otoam.

— Orpamb! — xoxotHys Banbka. — KoHeuHo, oTmaiis!

Ha Houb ux pa3mecTunu B OaHe. Jlerium He paszneBasich, TIOJOXWB Ha TIOJ TPSIIbE,
KOTOPBIM OBLIT 3aBajieH Mpea0aHHUK — cTapble, BOHSIOIIME COMSIPOI TEIOTPEeKH, pBaHbBI
TOJTYIITYOOK.

Bepa nuiib B 001Mx yeprax pacckasaia Bagumy, Kak BcTpeTria 3HAKOMOTO, KOTOPBIi
COTJIACHIICST TIOMOYb ITEPETIPAaBUTh €TO B APXaHTENIbCK, U YTO JIETETh HAZIO 3aBTpa YTPOM. DTO
ObLIO HACTOBKO HEOXUIAHHO, YTO BammM maxke He paccripochil o IeTaisax. A MOXeT, yxXe
TIPUBBIK, YTO HEHIIBI XUBYT CBOEM 3aKPBITON pa3dopocaHHOI Ha GONBIIIOM TPOCTPAHCTBE
OOIIMHON W TIOMOTAIOT APYT IPYTY.

Kaszamoch GBI, BOT OHa UX ITOCJIETHSISI HOYb mepel pasiyKoit — mobu! Hacmaxmaiics,
BIIUTBIBAl, yMHpaii OT HEXKHOCTU 1 0e3bICXOTHOCTH, T1aub 1 cMeiics! Het! Bee Obu10 He Tak.
OTuyXIeHre MOBUCIIO B BO3AyXe. bbuiM BMecTe, TOTparuBajuch APYT A0 APYTa, HO KaXKIbIit
JlyMaJl O CBOEM.



72 Anexcandp Ipunesckuii. Apeuwut

BaguwM mienrrai yto-to. YyBcTBOBaNa ABIXaHKE BO3JIe yxa. BoipBajach U3 61arogaTHoOro
OLIETICHEHHMS, C TPYIOM pazobpara.

Bce To Xe...

— JlaBaii ioegeM BMecTte! Xodellb, He ceitdac. S mogoxny Tebs 3nech. Mecdll, aBa.
4 cMory cam, s TIpOKUBY.

Ckonbko MoxHO? Beab yxe Bce obrosopuin!

— Bagnm! 3auem omarh? Thl Hanumens, g npueny. O6elaro!

A Terniepb 3aKpHITh INIa3a U He AyMaTh, HA O YeM He nymath. [IpoBamurhesa. Het mens.
Het nuvero Bokpyr. {I — npomnana. [Iponana 4...

AspornopT — MPU3EMHICTOE IBYX3TAXXKHOE IePeBSIHHOE 3IlaHNe, BBIKpaIlleHHOE 3eJIEHOM
Kpackol, BbIIBeTIel Ha conHile. [lo obe cTopoHBl OeTOHHBIN 3a00p TMOM IBa MeTpa.
OO6mapnaHHOe KpPbUIbLIO, pacraxHyTasi HacTeXb NIBepb. Pbikas cobaka, pasieriiasics B
MBLIA BO3JIE CTYIIEHE.

Knate n Momda cuneTh ObUTO TocKIMBO. Ilolmen GponnTs.

IMpucnymancsa K pa3roBopy ABYX MYXXKHWKOB, BBIIIEIIINX IMOKYPUTh BO3JI€ KPBLIbIIA.
Yepes cnoBo — Mat. Haropeno, BugHo. Eciu ux mociyiiiats, To caMOJIETHI JIETaTh TepecTalu.

Bepnyiics k Bepe. Ta cuaena, moaxsaTus pyKaMu KOJIEHH, TTOJIOXKUB HA HUX CKJIOHEHHYO
HaOoK rojioBy. M yBUIEB 3Ty CMUPEHHYIO 103y, OH CHOBa OLIYTWUJ, YTO oHa Apyras. OHa
ymeeT xaatb! [Ipocto xnaTe. OHa He HEPBHUYAET OTTOrO, YTO HUYETO HE MPOUCXOAUT, €€
He My4YaeT OCO3HaHWEe HUKYEMHO MpoTeKarollero BpeMeHU. M Tak e CIOKOMHO OHa,
HaBepHoe, cujelia, KOorja Tacja ojieHeil B CBoeil TyH/pe.

IIpucen psimom.

— Ilo-moemy, moxnbiit Homep! Hukyma s cerogHs He yiedy. MyXUKHU roBoOpsIT, ellle
BUepallHUii peiic U3 ApXaHreJibcKa He MpUILe] — KepocuHa HeT. JIT0 1 BOH CYTKHU YXKe XKIYT.
UYto nenatb Oyaem?

— XKnatb 6yneM. Ckazall, 4To OTIPABUT. 3HAUUT, HAAO XaaThb. [Ipuner. 3aech c10BO
O4YEeHb MHOTO 3HAYWT.

— Hy pas3 Tak, naBaii XnaTb.

Jlexan Ha crivHe, 3aKWHYB PYKU 3a TOJIOBY, cMOTpesl B Hebo. [onyboe, HO He Takoe
sIpKOe, KaK y Hac B cpefiHelt mosioce, — 4yTh Oenecoe. U obnaka! Tsokenwle, Bsaskue. Toro
U DISIIW, HUXe onycTaATcs — pa3aaBsr. Benomuun Tosnctoro. Kusizs bonkoHckuii. PaneHue.
Kak nexwur u Toxke B He60o cmotpur. M Takoe ke oHo 6e3noHHoe. M obnaka.

— Wner, — ckazana Bepa.

Banbka ¢ KpsKMCTBHIM MYXXKMKOM B Cepoil JieTHOW (opMe LI BAOJIb OETOHHOIO
3abopa. OHa 3aMeTusIa UX U3[aJIU, U Ceplle OMATh UCIYTaHHO eKHYJIO.

IMomomen. ToT, BTopoii, B CTOPOHE OCTAJICSI CTOSITb — 3aKYyPWJI, XIET.

He 3noposasics: «Hy uyTto? OToro, 4to i1, OTHPaBIATE OyaeM?»

K Bepe obpaiaercsi, Ha Baguma He cMOTpuUT, OYATO HET €ro 31ech, MECTO ITYCTOE.

Momuut Bepa, norynuiace.

— Ero Bagum 30ByT...

— Jla xotb EBrpad! — XoxoTHyn. — BTo Tebe ¢ HUM JeTeil KpecTUTh, a MHE IO
OGapabany!

— Tak, roBopsT, camosieTsl He JieTaloT. KepocrHa HeT. JItoay BOH co BUepalllHEeTO JTHS
KayT. — Bagnm 3aroBopmi cOMBYMBO, clieTKa 3aMCKUBas.

— A Te6s aT0 TMaput? — U TOIBKO ceitdac rmocMoTpes Ha Hero. — Yrto xmyt. Ter —
YIICTUIIB!

bBeueHblii B3I BOASHUCTBIX TJ1a3, HEHAaBUCTH TUlelleTcs. Bagum cMoTpen u He
TMMOHUMAJT, OTKYyJIa OepeTcst 3Ta cMech 3710CTH U HartocTU. [TloueMy Henb3s o-4eI0BeYeCKH. ..
Yenosek u3 apyroro Mupa. Beap Mosiooii mapeHb, POBECHUK WK 4YTh cTapliie, HO BECh €T0
OOJIVK JBIIIAJ TAKON CKPBITOM CUION, YBEPEHHOCTHIO B ceOe, B IPaBOTE CBOMX JIEUCTBUIA, UTO
Jlaxke MBICJIM HE BO3HUKAJIO TIEPEYUTh eMy.

— Hy, npouaiitech Torna, — MIMHHO CIUTIOHYJI CKBO3b 3yObl U OTBEPHYJICS.
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Banum nosepHyicsa K Bepe. Cmotpena Kynaa-To B cTopoHy. Basut 3a pyky. PazpepHyn
K cebe. Kak Kykia HexuBas...

— Bepa, nocnymait! Bee, kak noroBapuBanuchk! { cpasdy Hammiy B [TuHery, Ha moury,
JI0 BocTpeGoBaHM. JIleHer Ha JTOPOTY BHILILTIO.

He To roBopun, He To! M Bepa monuana. Toiabko cMotpena Ha Hero. M GbLIO XKajnko
ee JIo cie3.

— Bce! — IIpuBcrana Ha UBITOYKH, TKHYJIACh ryoamMu emy B ryosl. — Mmn!

— Hy? — Banbka noBepHyscsa. — Bon Anekcend xneT. I moroHio.

IMonoxnan, moka Bagum oToliner.

— Hy 4to, manasas? IMogxoay 4acWKOB B CeMb K TMOYTE, OTMETUM OTBE3M TBOETO
Xaxajabka. A oH y TeOs Hu4ero, BUAHBIN... OmHako ciiabayok, mo-moemy. — W moien, He
JIOXXWAASCh OTBETA.

— Banb! lenbru Ha 1mmoe3n 10 MockBbI?

— Ilepenam, — maxke He oGepHyICH.

XKecTkas HeBBICOKas TpaBa Tyjsiia, ONNTaXWBaeMas BeTpoM. BaneTHast mojoca
OKOHTYpeHa BepeHWIIe YXOAAIINX BAaIb TpoxXekTopoB. Hukakoro 6eroHa. JIuib
TPOTUTEIITHA TOJION BBITONTAHHOM 3¢MJIM BO3JIe 3aHUST a3pOTopTa, TJie OHU ceifuac CTOSIIN.

HeGonplioit caMoJIeTHK M TPY30BUK, CTOSIIUI TTO[Te, TEPSUTMCH CPEIM STOTO MyCTOTO
MPOCTPAHCTBA, PACKWHYBIIETOCS TMOA KYITOJIOM OeCKOHEeYHOro Heba ¢ HaBHCAIOIIMMU
KOMBSIMU OOJIaKOB.

«Bce! Konumiics jec!» — IOJBIXHYJIO B CO3HAHUU.

AJlekcend BOTNPOCUTENIBHO cMOTpesl Ha BaHbKy.

— 3abupaii ero, Anmekcend. Bce, kak moroBapuBanuch. Ha! — mporanyn Bamumy
CIIOXXEHHYIO BIBOe AeciITKy. — Ha moe3n OuneT Bo3bMelllb, 1 HU B YeM cebe He OTKa3bIBaii!
— Cnacwub6o!

— babe cBoeli cmacmbo ckaxu!

Illen Bcienm 3a AnekcenuyeM To JieTHOMY nonto. HaBcTpedy MbLIWI pacxiasioaHHbBIIN
rpy3oBuk. Ilopaswio, Hackojlbko MaJeHbKMM ObLT camoisieT. [lokazajmoch, TI'py30BUK
MPEeBOCXOJUT €ro pasMepoM M YX TOYHO KaxeTcsl Oe3oracHee, YETHIPbMS KojiecaMu
YBEPEHHO YTIOXa MPOTPETYIO0 COMHIEM 3eMJTIO.

Tynopbutslii, ¢ 3aMepIIIM MPOTIE/UIEPOM, YEThIpe Kpblla — MO JBa CBEPXY U CHU3Y —
COeIMHEeHBI KOCBIMM CTOMKaMu. BCTTOMHIII, B KAKOM-TO BOGHHOM (hUTbMe TaK1e CaMOJIeThI
Ha3bIBaJIM JIETAIOIIMMU STaxkepkaMu. [IpuseMHCTBIN, pacmiaxHyTas ABeplia pacIioioKeHa
TaK HM3KO, YTO, KaXeTcs, C 3eMJIM IIarHyThb MOXHO, TPsI3HO-0eJIoro 1iBeTa, ¢ KpacHou
MoJIocoli Ha (pro3elisike, OH KazayiCsl TIPUTOAHBIM ISl UTPBI, HO YK HUKaK He JUISI TIOJIETOB
B 9TOM Ge3I0HHOM Hebe.

— Dro Kakas ke MapKa camosieta? — cripocui Ajiekcenda.

— AH-2 — OypkHy7n TOT, He 00OpaYnBasiICh.

TTunoT noxunancs ux, mojryjiexka Ha TpaBe, MOACTEIMB (POPMEHHYIO KYPTKY.

— Bor... — Anekcenu KMBKOM TOJIOBHI yKa3asl Ha Bamuma.

— Bpone He Gernbrit. He ot apmun 3akocun? — [Munot mogHsics, oTpsixvuBasi KypTKY.

W ne noxupnasice otBera: «Hy uto? Ilonerenn?» — 3T0 OH yXe AjleKcendy.

Boanie mpruoTKphITOl ABEPIIHI TIIATEIBLHO BHITUPAJIM HOTH O TpaBy. BaguMm Toxe mapy
pa3 MapKHYJ, He BIIOJHE TIOHWMas, 3a4eM OHU 3TO JIeJIAl0T — Ha YJIULe CYXO, TPSI3U HeT.
Bce pasbsicHUI0Ch, CTOMIIO TOTBKO TTPOCYHYTh TOJOBY B IBEPILY.

CaJtoH caMorteTa ObIJT 3aBajieH OCBeXXeBaHHBIMU OJICHBUMM TYIIAMUA — Tpyda KpacHO-
PO30BOTO MsIca ¢ OeTbIMu TIpoxXmiKamu. HaBajeHbl Ha TIoTy Kak IoTajio, BO BCe CTOPOHBI
TOpYAT HOTH C BBICTYIAIOIIMMH KOCTSIMU — KOITBITa OOPYOJICHHI.

KabuHa nmuioToB pacrionarajiiach Biepeiv, 1 OHM 1IUTH T10 TyIlIaM, HacTyTast YepHbIMU
OCTPOHOCHIMU MTOTYOOTUHKAMU, TIPUTHYBIIUCH U TIPUIAEPKUBAsSICh PYKaMH 32 CTEHKH, YTOOBI
He TIOCKOJIb3HYThCA.
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OH 3aMep B ABepsIX, HE 3Hasl, UATH JIU Jajiblie. AjleKcernd TTOKOMascs Mo KpecJoM U
IIBBIPHYJI €My Yepe3 cajloH Ope3eHTOBBIIf MEIOK.

— IMoacrenm...

Ocrajics Bo3lie ABepHU, MOUYTH B caMOM KOHIle cajoHa. He xorenoch Tmpobuparthbest
rnoomxe K KabuHe muiaoToB. YyBcTBOBa cebsl M3roeM, Takoil e Oe3JIMKON Tylle, 4To
HaBaJICHBI T10J] HOTaMU.

3arapaxtesl MOTOp, OellleHO 3aBepTelicsl TpoIejuiep, o0pasysl Tpernellyluii KpyT.
CamMorer, MoKayuBasiCh, BHIPYJMBAI Ha B3JeTHyIO mojocy. KopoTkuii pasder, B3ner, u
Bagyma BnmaBwiio, BrieyaTaJio B OJIEHBM TYIIM, Ha KOTOPBIX CHUIE] — caMOJIeT, YyThb
3aBaJIMBAsICh MPABBIM OOPTOM, Pe3KO HaOupasl BHICOTY. MelbKHYIM pa3dpocaHHbIE ToMa
rocejika, IMpoKast IeHTa peKu, 1 Bce TIPOCTPAHCTBO 3aToNuia 3eJieHb Taiirh. OH TIPUKPBLT
rjlaza — 3TO OH YXe BUIEJ, XBaTUT!

TonbKo ceiiyac MovyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OT TYLI-TO TornaxuBaeT. He coBcem cBexee Msico...
U emie TpeBOXWIIO, YTO TYIIW He TPUBSI3aHbI, HE 3aKPETUIEHBI. A ecJIv Kakas OoJiTaHKa WIv
B 30HY TypOyJICHTHOCTH TtonaaeM? 3agaBUT Beab 3TUMM Tyluamu! M Bce paBHO KIIOHWIIO B
coH. CaMoJIeTHK 6eJ10i1 TOUYKOI BUCE] B TOJTYOOM TIPOCTPaHCTBE, IBUTATENTb pabOTal pOBHO.

[IpoBanuBacs...

KocTep roput Beceno, KOTENOK, KTO-TO TOMEIIMBAET JIOXKOM, MPUMOTAHHOM
ITPOBOJIOKOM K MaJIKe, YTO BAPUTCSI — HE BUIHO: BCE 3aBOJIOKIIO MTAPOM OT KUITAIIETO BapeBa.
TporHKa Ha KPYTOM CKJIOHE, TIOPOCIIIEM SIPKOii 3eJieHOl TpaBoii, 6exxuT Bepa, oH HeceTcst
cJIeloM — BOT-BOT HOTOHWT. EMy Hamo 00si3aTelbHO BBIMTH, HO COBCEM TEMHO, IIIApUT
pyKaMHM, HaTbIKaeTcsl Ha KaKhe-TO TpeAMEThl — OHU Oe33ByYHO IMajaloT B TEMHOTE, BOT
JIBepb... OKaTWJIO BOJIIHOM obJleryeHue — HaKOHeIl-TO, criaccs!

KomHara, 3aBajieHa rojibiIMy TpyTlaMu, UX MHOTO, HO OHY OJTHU 1 Te e, TIOBTOPSIOTCS,
BOH OKOYEHEBIIUIT TPYIT OTLIA C HEeCTECTBEHHO BBIBEPHYTOM pyKoii, BoH Burtanuii, Konbka,
CTapuK-HeHell — MaJleHbKUIA, TOJIbIi, XeThIi, OOpo/iKa cenasl BBEpX TOPYUT, BOH CHOBa
Buranwuit, elie oauH cTapuK-HeHell YTKHYJICS eMY B MOAMBIIIIKY, OTell — CBepXy, Morepek,
ellle U ellle, Ha KOM S CIXy? 5 e CHXXY Ha Tpyme! 4ybe 3TO Telo? BaXXHO 3HATh! IIPOCTO
HeoOxomuMo! MPUBCTATh IIOCMOTPETh He MoaydaeTcs! BAPYT 3TO oTell? Heb3sl CUAETh Ha
oTue! BcTaTh, cKopee BcTaTb! He MOIy, He HaroT! yXac 3axJIeCTHYJ, 3aTONWI YepHOM
0e3bICXOTHOCThIO.

BoiBanuiicst u3 cHa MOkpblii oT nota. LIInpoko OTKpBITEIM PTOM BCAChIBAT MaXHYIIWN
MOATYXIIMM MSICOM BO3/yX, a TOT BCe HUKAK He XOTeJl TIPOHUKATh B JIETKHE.

310 con! I'ocmomu, 3T0 Beero MG COH!

CamoJieT 3akjianblBaJl TUIABHYIO NyTY, 3aXois Ha mocaiaky. B cTopoHe MelbKHYIU
KPOXOTHBIE KPHIIIN JOMOB, IIMPOKUM M3ru0 JIBUHBI. BBIpOBHSICS — M B WITIOMUHATOP
OITATh PBaHYJIOCh HEOO ¢ OeIBIMU OOJTaKaMU.

BHuzy nexan ApxaHTenbeK.

CamMojieT MpM3eMIIWICSI W BBIPYJIWJ Ha CTOSHKY BIaJIM OT 3IaHUS asporiopTa.
MomnvanuBbiii Aflekcend TPOHYJT 3a TUIeYO, TTOKa3biBasi, YTO, MOJI, BBIXOINM.

Takoii xxe 6eTOHHBIN 3a00p, Kak B asponiopty B [Iunere. [Iposom B GeToHHOI TIHTE
3aKPBIT PelieTKoN M3 pxkaBoii apMaTyphl. [IBa mpyTa JIeTKo pa3olliich B CTOPOHHI.

— Wnu Booaw 3a0opa, — ckaszan AlieKcend, — T10 TPOTNIMHKE, YBUAUIb... Beiiifeis Ha
TTOIIAAb BO3JIe 30aHMs a3poriopTa. Tam aBTOOyCHl B TOpOJI M Ha XKeJIe3HOJOPOKHBIN BOK3aJT.
Cawm pasbepelllbesl. YUTH, MITHMIIMS M BOSHHBIH TTaTpyJib MOTYT TOKYMEHTHI TIPOBEPUTh. Tak
YTO TMOAKKypaTHee...

— Cnacu6o!

— W emme... — Anekcend IIpuUCTaJbHO ITocMoTpesl Ha Bamuma. — JlaBaii, mapeHsb,
JIOTOBOPUMCS: MBI TeOsT He BUIENH, U THl HAC HEe BHUICI.

— JHa. 4 moHnMmaro.

— Hy, Torma uou. Ymaun! — Ajekcend pa3BepHYJICS U Bpa3BajKy 3alllaraj oopaTHO K
camoJeTy.
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IMnomans. 3naHue asporiopta — CTeKJIO W OeTOH. MalliMHbl, MallvHbL... Crelar
moau. [Toka aBToOyc He TPOHYJCS, CUIEN CXKaBIIUCh; Ka3ajloch, Bce Ha HEro CMOTPSIT.
Ka3zanochk, Bech TIpolax cIagKoBaThIM 3arlaXoM TTOATYXIIIETO MsIca M BCe 3TO YyBCTBYIOT.

KenesHonopoxnsiit Bok3ais. Kaccwl. buser, 3axkatsiit B pyke. U ripous! [Tomanbiie ot
3TOTO JIIOAHOTO MeCTa, Iie B JII0OOW MOMEHT MOXET MOSIBUTHCS MWIHLIWS, W TOrda Bce
pyxHeT. MoXeT, HIYeTo CTPalllHOTO U He TIPOU30IIeT, HO BCe OMATh 3aMEIIUTCS, CTaHEeT
HETOHATHBIM, MyYUTeTbHO gonruM. Ceifuac, Korma 6uneT 10 MOCKBHI Jiexkal B KapMaHe, 00
3TOM OBIJIO CTpalTHO MoAyMaTh. Bellb ocTajgoch TONBKO TOXAATECA Bedepa, CECTh B TTOE3 1
Mpoyb, Mpoyb orcioma. Illenx mo yiauie W caM He 3aMevall, YTO TBEPOUT Tpo cebs, He
nepecrtaBasi, Kak 3aknauHaHue: «[Ipous! [Tpous!»

Xotenoch ectb! Haiitu cronoByto. lopstumit cyn. bopin! KpacHoe BapeBo B Tapenke ¢
GeNTBIM OCTPOBKOM cMeTaHBI. [Tap mogHuMaetcs. ITiope, IPUMATOE JIOXKOM, ¢ JIyKULIEH
MacJya rmoBepx. Kotiera — okpyrias, Toictas! M 4eTBepTUHKa COJIEHOTO Oryplia — COOKY.
Xne6! Y mupoxxHoe — moboe — ciaagkoe!

[MotepmeTs. CHavama 6aHs1. CTooBasT — IOTOM.

VYnuiia pasBepHysIach Tiepel HUM B 0OpaMIIEHUN HEBBICOKMX TTPU3EMUCTHIX 3MAHMIA.
IlenecTenmnn AUCTBOM TOMONSA M HeCIWCh MUMO MalMHbl. OH 1men 1o acdansty. Ilo
acdanbTy! M 110pox 1IMH 10 MOCTOBOM, TTOBUCIIINE B JIETHEM BO3MyXe PEIKUE OTHAaIeHHbIS
TYIKH, UIYIIe HAaBCTPEdy IKOJBHUIIBI B KOPOTKHUX (hOPMEHHBIX IJIATBSIX, CTAPYXH, CUIIAIITE
Ha JIaBOYKax BO3JIe TMOIBE3NOB, MOJIOIbIC MaMallli, JICHUBO TTOKAYMBAIOIINE KOJSICKU CO
CTIAIIMMI MJIaIeHIIaMU B TIapKe, MUMO KOTOPOTO OH ceivyac MPOXOAW, BAPYT 3aCTaBUIN
MOBEPUTh, YTO OH BhIpBajics! Bce mameHnwmiocs! OH B ropope!

Cmotpu-ka! BoH KnuHoTeaTp — HaAINpOTUB. ADUILIN IPKUMU IISITHAMM ObIOT IO IJIa3aM.

He Oynmer Oosblile OGeCKOHEYHOU YIpIOMOW Taiiru, He OymeT rononaa. 3aKOHYMINUCH
HOYEBKM Ha XOJIOMHOU 3emiie MoJ OTKPhITHIM HeOoM. He Hago Hukyna 6exats! M cTpensith
B HEro HUKTO yxe He OyneT. OH — noma! [Toutn noma. He BocpuHMMas MOHSTHE TOM KakK
CBOIO KOMHATY, IMBaH U CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUI KOMITBIOTEP, OCBEIIEHHbIN HACTOIbHOM
namroit. Ceituac moMoM Oblia Best Mocka. [lomoit — 310 B MOCKBY!

Hapony B 6aHe 6b110 Masio. PasaeBaics B naabHeM 3aKkyTKe. bpe3minBo cHumat ¢ ceost
onexny. [lapunka ymuBuia. B Heil ObLIO XologHee, YeM B IOMOEYHON. [ojbie CTEHBHI,
00JIMLIOBaHHBIE TMOXEATEBUIMM OT BpeMeHU KadeseM, KOTOpPbIl KOrma-To ObL1 OesbIM.
ITosok o Tpex CTyIeHsIX U3 MoYepHeBLINX OocoK. [ne Tonka? Ileub?

Myxuk ¢ 607po BeIMUPAIOIINM XUBOTOM Tipemioxui: «[Toctoponuck-kal» [Togorien
K TpyOe, 000pyIOBaHHOM BEHTUJIEM, OOMOTaHHBIM TPSIZHOM TPSITIKOM, U moBepHyn. Ctpyst
Mapa BBIpBajiach ¢ IIMIEHUEM U TUXUM cBHUCTOM. [ToMellleHre 3aBOIOKIIO GeJTBIM TOpsSTIuM
napoM. Hudero He BumHo. BmaxxHo. 2Kapko. Tskeno auImath.

Cros, pacyechIBaJl KOXY HOTTSIMH, Ipajl ceOs1, He IyBCTBYA 6omn. TToT cMemmBacs
C oceaollleil BIaroii, ctekajl CTpylKaMU MO CIHMHE, pyKaM, >KUBOTY. KaTbIIIKW Tps3u
coOMpaTCh Ha KOXe — CMaXWBaJl UX JIAIOHBIO BMecTe ¢ TTOTOM Ha 1oji. CHOBa TTOBEpHYJIH
BeHTWIb. M cHOBa cTpyd mapa. OT pe3Koro Teperafa TeMIlepaTyp KpyXuiach TojoBa, HO
OBLIO MIPUSITHO 10 OAYPH.

CeBep OTBaJMBAJICSI CJIOSIMU, CJIOBHO KOPOCTA.

Bamum cumen Ha slaBKe, TIPUBAIUBIIMCH CIIMHOW K CTEHE, CIYIIaJ IIyM BOIHI,
JIpfolIIelicsl M3 KpaHa. Omyinan ceds TOJBIM M YUCTBIM, CJIOBHO 3aHOBO PONMBIIMMCS. B
TOJIOBE OBIJIO ITyCTO 1O 3BOHA B yIIaX. TONBKO €CTh XOTEIOCh TO-TIPeXKHEMY.

Crylan TepecTyK BaroHHBIX Kojiec. I[Jtasa 3akpwIThl. Kaszajgoch, 4To ¢usmiecku
OIIIyIIaeT, KaK Moe3]] CBOMM Y3KUM XeJIe3HBIM TeJIOM CMUHAs YepHOTY HOUM, MPOHUKAET B
npoctpaHcTBO. ['oytoca, 3Byvallie BOKPYT, CIUBAJIMCH B HESICHBIN Tyil. BusmmBo mumakan
pebeHOK.

Copok MUHYT ocTajioch. MockBa. Heyxkenu Bce 3aKOHUYMIOCH?

OnMHOYEeCTBO OBUTO HACTOJBKO OCTPBIM, YTO XOTEJIOCH 3aBbITh, 3aKpUYaTh, 3aTIaKaTh,
OUTH KyJIaKaMU TI0 CTOJIUKY, MaTePUTh BCeX BOKPYT. DTU CYTKU B Moe3/e, B 0OIIeM BaroHe,
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Cpeiv CKOMUIIA HE3HAKOMBIX 3aHATBIX COOOI JToNIe i, pa3naBuiu ero. OH caM 9TO YyBCTBOBAJ.
Tawm, Ha peke, B Taiire, oH ObLT He oauH. OHM ObLTM BMeCTe — ¢ OTLIOM, ¢ Bepoii. U HecMoTpst
Ha TO, YTO Ha MHOTHE KWJIOMETPhl BOKPYI He OBUIO HU OYIIW, OH He OILIYyIIald TaKoro
OIMHOYECTBa, KaK 3[eCh, B 9TOM 3aITOJITHECHHOM JIIOAbMU BaroHe.

M gro? Tenepn Bcerma Tak Oymer? Iloka ona He mpueneT? CKoabKo Xmath? Tpu
Mecsa? A eciv He TipueneT BooOie? [lnaH, MpyUayMaHHBIM UM TaM, B JieCcy, KOTJIa OHU
BBIOMPAJIUCH K JIIOASIM, KasaJics ceiyac MTYMBIM U HEBBITIOJTHUMBIM.

3nech ObUTO XyXe, yeM B Jiecy. B jecy MoXHO OBLIO MOTMOHYTh, a 3[1€Ch... HE MOT
nogo6path ciioB. Ho 3nmech 6b110 xyxe! [TormOHYTh Helb3s, HO U KUTh BOT TaK OJHOMY —
HEBO3MOXKHO.

IMoe3n mepHyscst u Betan. Ipoxs TpoOeskayia O cOCTaBYy — JISISTHYJU JKeJle3HbIe
IMO3BOHKM-BaroHbl. BBITSIHY/ICS BceM TeloMm, 3aMep, CJIOBHO YcCTajo TpWIEeT y MeppoHa.
IIpuexan! Ilonep Hapod K BBIXOMY, TOJKasiCh, MEJIKO CeMeHS, BBICTABUB BIIEpeaM ceOsl
yeMofaHbl 1 cyMKU. CBET B BaroHe HaKoHell 3aXiu. JIuiia cepble, HaMpsoKeHHBIE.

On He crreunmt. Hezagem. Ilpuexan!

Crosin Ha eppoHe, BABIXaJ 3arax BOK3ajla, 3aMellIaHHbI Ha TIbUTH, IbIME, XeJe3e 1
MAaIlIMHHOM Macjie. MUMo TycTol IapKaloleil Toamoi 1oy oau. CBeT, JTBIOIINICS U3
OKOH BaroHOB, BBIXBATHIBAJ M3 TEMHOTHI 03a004YE€HHBIE JIMIIA.

Ero Bapyr oxBaTuia Becesasi Tipe3pUTeIbHas 3710CTb.

Wnete? XoTture rmockopee 3a0UTHCS IO KPHIIILY, IO OAESI0, COXpaTh cBoil yxuH? Jla
YTO BBl BUAEIU B 3Tol Xu3HM? Bel Bumenu Taiiry? Ymupanau ot ronoma? 3amepsanu? B Bac
crpensiin? Moxer ObIThb, BBl JieTald Ha caMoJjieTe, HaOUTOM OJICHbUMU TYLIaMH, WU
3a/IbIXAJIMCh OT XOJIofa B BoOJiE, NeperuibiBasi peky? [la Bbl HU4ero He Buaeiau! Bel BrauuTte
CBOIO KYPTy3YlO XU3Hb, HE TIOHMMasl, YTO MPOCTO cylllecTByeTe, a He XuBeTe! Hacrosias
KU3Hb He 37cch, U g ee Buaen! S, a He BbI!

len mo meppoHy Jierkuii U CBOOOAHBIN, He crellla, 3aCyHYB PyKM B KapMaHBbI.
S1 BepHyncsa! CkosbKO MeHs 31ech He ObL10? Mecsan? A OyaTo rof Mpoiied...

Bepa! Kak ona Tam? HaBepHoe, ellie ceromHst oTiexuBaercd y Bynymas. A 3aprpa —
cHoBa B TyHapy? Eii Hago 6T ceituac 3mech. Hago ObiTh BMecTe! OHa Xe coBceM He
cUJIbHAsI, MajieHbKast! YIbIOHYJICS, BCTIOMHUB 0€33alUTHYIO TOJYIO CIIMHY C MPWIMIIIMMU
KOMOYKaMU MXa, KaK CMEIIHO MPUTOBapuBajla CBOE «CaMa», KOTa BOJHOBAIACH.

Ona nipuenerT!

IMnomane Mexmy ApocmaBckum u JlennHrpaackum. CBepxy — HOYHas BjaxkKHast
TeMHOTa BaJIUTCS, a BHU3Y — JIApbKH, JIApbKH, JIapbKu. OCBellleHbl IpKo. BelmieckuBaeTcs
TOBap Ha TpoTyap, OojdTaeTcs TMecTpasi ofeXdaa Ha BBIHECEHHBIX HapyXy BelllajiKax.
[Ilaypmoii TaxHeT M ellle KaKoi-To ApssHbio. Mysblka opeT — «Arata Kpuctu» cBoero
«TeoJiora» HaspuBaeT. PacTtekaercss Hapoa MeXIy JJapbKaMu, TOJIKaeTcsl, MPOTUCKUBAeTCs,
JIa3eeT Ha 3aMOPCKUM IIHUPIOTPeO.

MoOHYMeHTaJIbHO BBICUTCSI, YyTh B CTOPOHE, TeMHBI KyO 3mMaHUS METpo. A Tiepen
HUM — TIOCJIETHUI KOPJOH, KOTOPBIN HYXKHO MPeOA0JIeTh, €CIM X0Uelllb MonacTh BHYTPb —
1repeHra 6adylleK co BCSIKOM CHEbIO B PyKaxX M Ha TepeBEPHYTHIX KapTOHHBIX KOPOOKax.
Crosar HacmepTh! He caBuHyTh!

Bce 3Hakomoe, HecTpaiiHoe! Hy, ocTaHOBIT MEHTBI, CIIPOCAT JOKYMEHTHI. Tak 31ech
y TpeTu TOKYMEHTOB HeT! A TIOTOM, MOTOBOPUTH, OOBSICHUTH Bcerma MoxHo... OHU Bce
YYBCTBYIOT, IOHUMAIOT, C KOT'O MOXHO BJIETKYIO B3fITh, C KOTO — HET.

Kak xe Bce 3Hakomo! CTpalitHoe Mo cBoeil CyTH JIFOACKOe MECUBO, HO €CJIM 3Haelllb
MpaBWia, 1Mo KOTOPBIM XXHUBET 3TO OOJIOTO, TO CYIIECTBOBaTb B HEM BIIOJHE BO3MOXHO.
Bok3zan u mxe ¢ HUM — TIpUOIMXKEHHas MOJENb JI0OOro OOJIBIIIOr0 Merarojuca, a yx
MockBbI-TO U TomaBHO. [JlaBHOe, YeTKo MpeacTaBysaTh cBoe Mecto. Cymeer ju Bepa
BXWUThCS WU noTepsieTcss? Moxer, He Hano ciona? OTo Bellb HE €€ MECTO...

Hauvan HakpanbIBaTh JOXIb — JIETHUM, JIeTKUI, MOCKOBCcKMI. He omacHbIi, He TO 4TO
TaMm... Tam — 110001 10XIb 3acTaBsUT UCKaThb YKPbITUS. [IpOMOKHEeNIb — CYIIUTBCS HETAe,
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Xopollo, eciu Koctep. Eciu — HeT, To TaKk B MOKPOM U JISIXelllb, COOOI OJeXKIy CYLIUTh
Oynenb. OKoseelllb HOUbo! A 31ech? 31ech, X0Uelllb, epeXXar BOH MO/ KO3bIPbKOM WJIH UIH,
TIOJICTABJISIST JIMLIO KaIlIIM — JIOMOM BepHeIbes, B cyxoe TepeoaieHelbes. biaromars!

TInoiuagb Tpex BOK3aJIOB MacJSHUCTO OJiecTesla MOKPHIM acdaabroM Mof dapamu
MalllMH, YTO MeIJICHHO IBUTaJIMCh B MpOOKe. 3maHMs, BUTPUHBI Mara3uHOB CBETWJIMCH
OKHaMH.

IMon 3emitio, B MeTpo — He XoTesioch. [1bIHWIO YYBCTBO CBOOOIB M 6€30MTaCHOCTH.
XoTeJioch WATH TI0 OCBEILIEHHOMW YJIUIIE, MOJACTABIISSA U0 noXmo. M He XxoTemoch HUKOMY
3BOHUTH. Kak-To Bce 3aTymMaHMIIOCh, MepeYepKHYIOCh PalOCTbIO BO3BpAILICHUS.

Cgetodop 3aropesicst 3eneHbIM. BaguMm crosim Ha Tpotyape, cMmotpen. Ilepen 3e6poii
TopMo3wiIn MalmHbl. OnmHa, Bropas, eiie... Crpyanuianch, TOTOBbIE PBaHYTh BIepel, Kak
ToJTa MapadoHIIeB Tiepes ctapToM. B Omvkaiiiiieir, TeMHO-CHUHEH ayau, 3a 3a0pbI3raHHBIM
JIOXIEM CTeKJIOM — MoJiofiasl IeBYOHKa, IaTeHKa. My3bIKa U3 IPUOTKPHITOro oKHa. Cuaur,
BIIepe, Ha Topory, Ha cBeTodop cMoTput. OfHa pyKa Ha pyJie, Ipyroii oCTYKMBaeT — TaKT
orbouBaeT. XopolneHbKas! Pagom eine mammHaa. CMOTpH-Ka, a 31ech OJIOHAMHKA 3a PYJIEM.
CepbesHas Takasl...

KpacHuiit. PBanynu, onepexasi aApyr Apyra.

Howmoit! Ilo3zBoHuth MaTepu m gomoil! BanHa, ymcrag moctens um cmath! IluBa
XOJIODHOTO BHIIUTH! CMeESIThCS, MypauuThes, KaK paHblie. 3a0BITh O TOM, YTO OBLIO.

Bepa? A uro Bepa? Ona ceituac naneko. Sl — 3mecn! Eciiv ObI OBLII0 MOXHO BCE BEPHYTD
Ha3zall... YToObl He cTajio peku... YToObI He CTpesiiv, YTOOBl OTell He JieXall BO3Jie yyma ¢
YepHOI ABIpoli BMECTO Iiasa...

XoTst O6bl HE TIOMHUTB!

BoT TonbKO KaMHM...

Ortep J1aIOHBIO MOKPOE JIULIO.

Kaxk ona Tam roBopmia?

«Aprui!» — npouenTtaia U YyTh pa3Besl PyKd B CTOPOHBI.

CaeTodop 3aMuTas 3eJieHbIM, IMOTOPAIUIMBAal...

OnHaxapl HOYBIO, KOIJIa ero XKW3Hb CTaHET CIIOKOMHOM M HajlaXXeHHOH, M MoJjiojast
>KeHa OyleT poBHO NBIIIAaTh oA O0KOM, a peOeHOK cIlaTh B cOCeIHEN KOMHAaTe, TIpYKuMast
K TPY/M JIOXMATOTO 3aiilia, oH mpocHeTcs. OH BCIIOMHUT Bce U ToliMeT: CeBep paskeBa ero
¥ BBHITITIOHYJI, CJTOBHO KOCTOYKY OT MOPOIIIKH, 3aCTPSBIIYIO B 3y0ax, a BcTpeda ¢ Bepoit —
caMoe Jyyliee, 9TO OBIJIO B €ro KM3HU.
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