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CTaBJIEHHBIX B «OHUMKIONEANU 3apy0OexK-
HBIX KUTAULIEB».

OnHako B 1LIEJIOM MeJKue HedOo4YeThl
HE YMaJIgioT BBICOKOTO Kjlacca U HaydHOM
O00BEKTUBHOCTHU 3TOU pabOTHI, KOTOpas 1o
MpaBy He TOJIbKO KOAMMUIIMpOBaia Cylie-
CTBYIOIIEE HA CETOMHSIIHUNA O€Hb CUHO-
JIOTUYECKOe 3HaHUEe B 3TOI 00J1aCTH, HO U
OYIET CIYKUTh TOJTMe TOAbl UCTOYHUKOM

3HAHUN IS HOBOTO TOKOJIEHUSI POCCUM-
CKMX CHUHOJIOTOB, a TaKXe MCClea0oBaTe-
JIEH, MUHTEPECYIOLMXCS BCEMU acCleKTaMu
MHOT000pa3HbIX MPOSIBICHUIN KUTAHCKOMN
LIMBUJIA3ALMU B MIPOIJIOM U B HALLEH CO-
BPEMEHHOM XX13HMU.

A.Jl. Bockpecenckuii,
npogheccop

Review of the book

«The Chinese Challenge

to the Western Order», edited by Antonio
Fiori and Matteo Dian. Trento,

FBK Press, 2014

It would not be a too much to say that
there is already a large number of texts on
the role of China in the world, both from
a regional and a global perspective. The
stunning and sustained economic growth
that the country has been enjoying for more
then twenty years has scholars from all
corners of the globe scratching their heads
and asking, is Chinese growth sustainable
in the long term? And, will it represent a
model for other developing countries?

The economic power acquired by
China in the course of the last few decades
has brought to the fore further issues.
In particular, the question of if and when
this impressive growth will be channelled
towards military power, and a more assertive
foreign policy. In this sense, we are lead to
ask, will China move to challenge, or even
overthrow, the world order as it stands,
led by western powers and based on the
principles of liberal democracy?

It is into this densely populated
intellectual landscape that the latest

offering, The Chinese Challenge to the
Western Order, edited by Antonio Fiori
from the University of Bologna and Matteo
Dian from the University of Venezia, finds
its own voice. The collection of seven essays
approaches this controversial issue from
several of points of view, attempting to
delineate a coherent and comprehensive
analysis of the changes in Chinese
international relations since the end of the
Cold War.

The overarching analytical lens adopted
in the volume ranges from an explication
of the development of innovative and
autochthonous ideas tied up in the
political and social development of China,
to strategic and military issues, and on
to a broader analysis dissecting China’s
relations with regional and global actors.
Given the indepth and broad discussion
that is a hallmark of each chapter, this work
clearly holds academic value.

From the introduction onwards, it is
clear that the battle will be fought primarily
over the difference between challenge
and threat. Intuitively, between the two
terms there arises a positive/negative
dichotomy, but also a distinction in terms
of an asymmetry of power, since a challenge
implies a newcomer moving to undermine
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a consolidate position. Quite often, this
scheme led to a polarization of opinions
between optimists and pessimists. A great
merit of this book lies in the succesful
attempt to stay away from evaluating the rise
of China through this kind of lens, instead
focusing on the effects of this “brand new
China” on the global order.

The volume is divided into two parts;
the first focuses on what can be called the
real challenge, that is the innovations —
or the rediscoveries — that the new role
of China in the global order is bringing to
the spotlight. The two opening essays share
the same attention to the importance of
the long cultural legacy of China and its
impact on current political issues. Using
a constructivist approach, Menegazzi’s
analysis on Chinese foreign policy is based
on the consideration that historically
informed Chinese identity and ideas still
shape the way in which Chinese scholars
and policy makers interpret the sphere
of international relations. Concepts like
chaogong (the tributary system) and
Tianxia cannot be discarded as outdated
because they continue to play a significant
role, and taking into consideration these
concepts encourages a better understanding
of contemporary Chinese foreign policy.

Inasimilarvein, Onnis’ contribution on
the Chinese political order shows how the
development model, elaborated by Beijing
over the past thirty years, is becoming an
alternative to the western liberal order,
especially since the global financial crisis,
beginning in 2008.

The third and fourth essays in the first
section deal with military and strategic
matters. The transformation of the People’s
Liberation Army, the subject tackled by
the work of Dian and Giacomello, can be
interpreted as an intellectual encounter

between contemporary Western concepts,
such as Revolution of Military Affairs
and informatization of warfare, and the
classical Sun Tzu notion of “winning
without fighting”. Similarly, Fiori’s analysis
of China’s oil diplomacy and the voracity of
the “Dragon” for energy supplies points out
how the impact of strategic energy security
issues will influence China’s foreign policy
and its projection on the global arena.

The second section of the book shifts
the focus to reactions to the challenge.
Passeri and Fiori’s essay discusses the
emerging Sino-american rivalry in the
Southeast Asia theatre. Through clear and
comprehensive analysis and explication
the authors demonstrate how middle and
small powers strive to take advantage of
the competition between the two global
powers. This is done by various means,
such as hedging, as in the case of Myanmar,
or soft-balancing strategies, as for
Vietnam.

Koldunova’s essay on Russia’s response
to a rising China and Dian on the American
rebalance toward Asia introduce the role
of the Big Powers. In particular, the last
contribution to the volume looks at the
issue of the close relationship between the
rise of China and Washington’s Pivot to
Asia, a strategy that encompasses military,
diplomatic and economic components.
While most scholars have focused on the
military aspects, Dian’s analysis points
out the importance of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, an economics focused element
within the Pivot. Dian describes economic
strategy as an American efforts to limit
China in the area in which it has achieved
the most prominent results and risks being
able to undermine the U.S. position to re-
establish a new Sino-centric order in East
Asia.
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Despite the weight of analysis within
the second part of the volume, several
significant deficiencies are encountered.
If, in fact, the first part manages to touch
on the main issues with regards to the rise
of China, some fundamental points appear
to have been entirely ommited. The theater
of Northeast Asia, for example, is not taken
into account, although that is precisely
where it could be argued that China
exerts the most influence, geopolitically
and culturally, it is China’s ‘backyard’.
In addition, recent developments show
that the region is of crucial importance
for the Sino-american relationship, and
one needs look no further than the North
Korean nuclear issue, renewed Japanese
nationalism, or the increasingly close
relationship between Beijing and Seoul to
find examples of this.

Another aspect worth considering, is
how the Chinese challenge to the Western
order is materializing in developing regions
of the world, especially in Africa and the
Middle East, and how the role of China
within the larger group of the BRICS
countries could represent a further and
stronger challenge to the West.

In the end, The Chinese Challenge
to the Western Order is a fascinating and
welcome contribution to the field of Chinese
contemporary studies. This text serves as
both a clear introduction to the turbulent
and often opaque relations between China
and the West and as a valuable and original
academic analysis of the biggest challenges
facing the world in the near future.

Marco Milani
University Of Cagliari

Penen3us Ha cOOpHUK cTaTei
«KpuTnyeckas reonoiMTuka» /

otB. pen. .1O. Okynes, C.O. CaBun.
Horunck : Anaiuruka Ponuc, 2014

CoopHUK crateii «Kputnaeckast reo-
TOJINTUKA» TIOATOTOBJIEH PEIaKTOPCKOM
rpyrmoit MIT'MMMO B Hauaie 2014 . Ha Ma-
Tepuanax Kinyba reomnoiuTU4ecKux Mc-
cliefoBaHuit, cymectByomero ¢ 2013 r,
1 KoHbpepeHur «CoBpeMeHHbIE HAIlpaB-
JIEHUsI TE€OIOJIMTUYECKUX MCCIeIOBAHMIA:
MPOCTPAHCTBO, BJACTb, IMOJUTUKA», IIPO-
wenmeir 8 MITMMO B Hosi6pe 2013 1.
B cocTaBienun MaTtepuaaoB cOOpHHKA
MPUHUMAJIU y4acTUE MOJIOAbIE CIIeLMa-
JIUCTHI C Pa3IMYHBIM OEKIPayHIOM: TTOJIM-
TOJIOTH, COIIMOJIOTH, SKOHOMHUCTHI-MEX-

IyHApOIHUKHU, Treorpacdbl, peTHOHOBEIHI.
JaHHbIi hakT 00YyCIIOBAUBAET KaK 3HAUM -
TEJIbHYIO YaCTh TUTIOCOB, TaK U PSil MUHY-
COB COOpHHUKA.

I[TepBBIM TOCTOMHCTBOM, OYE€BUI-
HBIM JaXKe HETIOATOTOBJIEHHOMY YMTATEIO
MPU 3HAKOMCTBE C OTJIaBJIEHUEM, SIBJISIET-
€S MHOXECTBEHHOCTb pacCMaTpUBAEMBbIX
nmpo06JjeM U YIJI0B, IMOA KOTOPBIMU OHU
paccMOTpeHbl. MeXAUCUUIIIUHAPHOCTb,
B MOCJIEIHUE ACCATUIETUS BCEe B OOJIBIIIEH
CTEIICHM CTAHOBSIIASICS KIIOYeBBHIM (hak-
TOPOM HAyYHOUW MPOAYKTUBHOCTU, MPHU-
cyllla U COOPHUKY, U TOJOXEHHBIM B €ro
OCHOBY KOH(EepeHLIMUM U HAYyYHOMY CTy-
JIEHYECKOMY OOIIEeCTBY. DTO BBHITOJHO OT-
JryaeT paboTy KoJiler — aBTOPOB U CO-
CTaBUTEJIE — OT 3HAYUTEJIbHOW YaCTHU

COMPARATIVE POLITICS - 3 (17) / 2014

179





