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and the emergence of new actors, it is clear
that the conceptual framing within the classical
disciplines of IR, Political Theory, International
Political Economy or Comparative Politics can
no longer fully explain a number of processes
originating from a tighter and intricate nexus
between local, regional and global dimensions.

World Regional Studies explains the
emergence of new phenomena in international
relations and world politics on a regional and
predominantly non-Western regional level.
How do non-Western societies react to the
transformations of the global order? Is a non-
Western democracy possible? Should we
discuss the possibilities for the appearance of a
non-Western IR theory or a new framework for
analyzing de-westernized global development?

This study, based on decade-long research
and teaching post in World Regional Studies at
MGIMO-University and Russian University
of Humanitarian Studies (RGGU), seeks to
answers these questions.

Alexei D. Voskressenski (ed.). Is
Non-Western Democracy Possible?
A Russian Perspective. Singapore:
World Scientific, 2017. 787 p.

This book, with theoretical and practical
analyses of comparative political systems
of Eastern countries (Asia and Africa),
their political process and political cultures,
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describes and analyses the influence of political
culture on political process in the Eastern
world. It gives readers an opportunity to
make a comparative appraisal of maturity of
civil society in these countries as well as their
specifics in political interactions and internal
political competition seen through the eyes of a
group of distinguished Russian researchers.

The book concentrates also on specifics of
politicaleconomic and political modernization
in the East, and assesses the prospects of
an emergence of a Western as well as a non-
Western democracy in the framework of Eastern
political transformations. It also explains why
the one-dimensional spread of democracy —
completely negating or neglecting regional
political-cultural specifics — may lead to war
among civilizations instead of the formation
of a more just and fair system of democratic
governance.

Readership: Students, researchers and
readers who are interested in democratization
process in Asia and Africa, and those interested
in the possibility of non-Western democracy.
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