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XXVIII Economic Forum 

БипдЯcЧ Рdиóа, PевЧдd, 4-6 September 2018 

A Europe of Common Values or A Europe of Common Interests?  

   Report: Alexander Neklessa Кhe PиЯмЧкЯрЧкЯед еf Future  
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XXVIII Economic Forum 

БипдЯcЧ Рdиóа, PевЧдd, 4-6 September 2018 

 

Panel: The Greater Middle East: Gordian Knot or the Field of 

Confrontation of the Superpowers?  

Report: Alexander Neklessa ISIS Чй Sеfк SкЧкe (SкЧкe Чй ЕиgЧдЯрЧкЯед)  
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Abstract. The subject of this research is the "Islamic State", considered as a specific form of a political 

body arranged in public format, which is not, however a nation-state – a basic state-form of Modernity. 

The purpose of the study is to define this specific format, comparing it with its possible historical twins. 

The hypothesis of the study - ISIS/DAISH is a postmodern and a neo-archaic entity simultaneously. The 

main characteristics of such statehood: claim of possession of the truth and mandatory State ideology 

(totalitarianism); authoritarian and closed loop power structure (nomenclature); universal and global 

aggressive claims (expansionism); fanaticism, cult of leader, xenophobia, harassment of dissenters and 

extreme forms of their punishment; destruction of other culture’s texts, artifacts and other heritage 

values. Different types of political traumatic inclusions in socio-political space of Modernity (with 

partial set of those features) are being detected. Some of them exist in the process of completeness. 

Samples of such state organizations and political movements with relative features: a) in Islamic 

culture: Statehood of assassins (Nizari-hashishija); b) in Christian culture: Täuferreich гMünster-

community statehood); c) in national movement: Boxer’s para-state organization; d) in secular culture: 

an ideological & political construction of the “World Soviet Socialist Republic"; e) in Modern world: 

traumatic inclusion “ORDLO” гDonbass, Ukraine) resembling  IGIL in some aspects. The “Islamic 

State" is at the same time a sample of futuristic activism with elements of franchising. These 

psychological vibrations and ideological enthusiasm resonate among people frustrated by modern 

culture environment being traumatized by it in this or that way. The phenomenon could also be 

interpreted as a macabre version of "Journey to the East” culture with specific maps of the future or 

left/right-radicalism, New Age movement, Christian mission etc. ISIS promotes and verifies its status as 

a tremendous breakthrough. Progress toward Universal Jihad is considered under such circumstances 

as a mix of personal and social transformation, whose members are motivated to change their personal 

life radically as well as the  trajectory of this world. 

Key words: ISIS, DAISH, soft state, utopia, political regime, extremism, totalitarianism, futurism. 
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