Joint Doctrine Update
Joint Chiefs of Staff J7 Joint Education and Doctrine Division

his issue of Joint Force Quarterly,

devoted to the contributions

of special operations forces to

joint warfighting, is particularly
timely given the explosion of joint doctrine
development and revision efforts regarding
special operations within this arena.

Currently U.S. Special Operations
Command (USSOCOM) is the lead agent
for six joint publications (JP) devoted to
“traditional” special operations mission sets.
These include JP 3-26, Counterterrorism, and
JP 3-22, Foreign Internal Defense, both of
which have been under revision and are close
to being signed. USSOCOM is also the lead
agent for JP 3-57, Civil Military Operations, JP
3-05, Joint Special Operations, JP 3-13.2, Psy-
chological Operations (PSYOP), and JP 3-05.1,
Joint Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for
Joint Special Operations Task Force Opera-
tions. Each of these JPs has been influential in
not only how we interact with our interagency
partners but also how we will continue to
operate in the future.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, terrorism has emerged as the signature
activity for ideological extremists around the
world, directly or indirectly affecting millions
of people. The evolution of terrorism from a
sparsely used tactic by relatively few individu-
als to a widespread, globally coordinated,
long-term conflict has sparked significant
political and military changes.

JP 3-26, for instance, redefines and
refocuses counterterrorism away from
obsolete constructs; reflects current policy
and strategy adjustments to the evolution
of terrorism from a tactic to a transnational
threat of strategic proportions; discusses
the relationship of counterterrorism within
irregular warfare and existing doctrine
applied to these operations; introduces the
strategic campaign framework for the direct
and indirect approaches for conducting these
operations; and discusses the enhanced role
of conventional forces in counterterrorism
operations.
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As our awareness and understanding of
security cooperation (SC) continues to grow,
the importance of JP 3-22 will become even
more critical to understand. This JP is the
source document for SC and will provide the
foundation for how we interact as a joint force
in the future, especially in areas such as the
Middle East. Today, each Service has its own
view on what SC really is and USSOCOM has
reached out to the Services and combatant
commands to ensure that this publication is
clear, cohesive, and enduring. The publica-
tion addresses specific sources of U.S. power
(financial, intelligence, and law enforcement)
applied through the instruments of U.S.
national power and introduces a discussion of
security force assistance into joint doctrine.

JP 3-13.2, which also recently completed
its revision, refocuses PSYOP within the
context of military and informational instru-
ments of national power and communications
strategy and expands the discussion of joint
PSYOP activities at all levels of war. The
publication also discusses PSYOP support
of combat operations, Defense Department
information capabilities in peace, civil
authority information support of domestic-
led Federal agencies, and special operations.
Finally, it introduces a seven-phase PSYOP
process into joint operations.

These three highlighted JPs, along
with the others for which USSOCOM is the
lead agent, show how involved and relevant
USSOCOM is in shaping the nature of our
military’s future engagements.

As we go forward, we will continue to
challenge the entire doctrine community to
ensure that we are on the leading edge of the
integration of lessons learned and identify-
ing the best practices to be cited into joint
doctrine. Doctrine development and assess-
ment will remain the core focus areas with the
implied task of identifying potential subject
areas for future inclusion. The doctrine devel-
opment community continues to remain open
and transparent and welcomes dialogue and
feedback.

JPs Revised or Under Review

JP 1-05, Religious Support to Joint Operations

JP 2-01, Joint and National Intelligence Support to
Military Operations

JP 3-0, Joint Operations

JP 3-02.1, Joint Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures
for Landing Force Operations

JP 3-06, Doctrine for Joint Urban Operations

JP 3-07, Stability Operations

JP 3-07.2, Joint Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures
for Antiterrorism

JP 3-08, Interagency, Intergovernmental Organization,
and Nongovernmental Organization Coordination
during Joint Operations

JP 3-09, Joint Fire Support

JP 3-10, Joint Security Operations in Theater

JP 3-13, Information Operations

JP 3-13.2, Psychological Operations

JP 3-13.3, Operations Security

JP 3-13.4, Military Deception

JP 3-17, Joint Doctrine and Joint Tactics, Techniques,
and Procedures for Air Mobility Operations

JP 3-22, Foreign Internal Defense

JP 3-24, Counterinsurgency

JP 3-26, Counterterrorism

JP 3-30, Command and Control for Joint Air Operations

JP 3-31, Command and Control for Joint Land
Operations

JP 3-52, Joint Doctrine for Airspace Control in the
Combat Zone

JP 3-53, Doctrine for Joint Psychological Operations

JP 3-61, Public Affairs

JP 4-01.5, Joint Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures
for Transportation Terminal Operations

JP 4-03, Joint Bulk Petroleum and Water Doctrine

JP 4-05, Joint Mobilization Planning

JP 4-06, Mortuary Affairs in Joint Operations

JP 4-08, Joint Doctrine for Logistic Support of Multina-
tional Operations

JP 4-09, Joint Doctrine for Global Distribution

JP 5-0, Joint Operation Planning

JP 6-0, Doctrine for C* Systems Support in Joint
Operations

Looking for the latest in doctrine? Check out
the JDEIS Web portal at https://jdeis.js.mil
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